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VCL.  S.  BOSTON,  MASS.,  JUNE  1.  1897.  Nc.  11. 


L«^ons  From  a  D^ar  Kxperienoe. 

••I  am  consiJerahly  inJebted  to  you  for  your 
kind  reply,  privately,  to  my  letter  of  some 
we«-ks  »sx>"  writes  a  eorrespoutleiit  to  the 
writer. 

"You  mjiy  recollect  that  at  the  time  of  writ- 
iner  my  letter  I  also  onlereil  your  latest  l>ook, 
•  Broilers  for  Profit,"  which  came  to  haiul 
promptly.  From  it  I  learueil  one  important 
cause  for  the  Jeath  of  my  chicks,  urerheat. 
Ninety-five,  ninety,  and  eighty-five  dei:rees 
hail  l>eeD  my  temperature  for  the  first  three 
weeks.  I  dropped  to  90°,  S.">°  ami  7.i°  after 
reading  your  book,  and  had  better  success  at 
once." 

There  i>  a  point  which  needs  special  atten- 
tion. Overheat  is  killing  too  many  chicks  in 
the  brooders.  Starting  them  at  10()°  is  nurs- 
ing them  into  a  delicate  condition,  t'hicks 
started  at  90°,  and  the  temperature  gradually 
rerlueed  as  they  grow  older,  will  be  more 
ruggeil.  more  ai-tive,  more  exempt  from  sick- 
ness, and  will  grow  up  into  hardier  stock. 
The  lien  hatches  at  a  temperature  of  about 
101°  to  1<V)°.  aconiing  to  her  condition  and 
the  weather.  That  temperature  falls  fully  ten 
degrees  as  soon  as  the  hen  leaves  the  nest  to 
raise  those  chicks.  We  must  imitate  her  as 
much  as  possible. 

"  Well,  here  I  am  at  the  old  stand  yet — the 
'grindstone,'  with  my  nose  tight  down  on  it. 
Over  si.x  hundred  chicks,  with  brooilers  and 
hens — five  machines;  two  hundred  and  fifty 
head  of  old  stock. — and  not  a  bit  of  help.  You 
know  l)etter  than  I  can  tell  you,  that  some- 
thing U  going  liohind.  Old  stock  have  nearly 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  which  tliey  are 
doing  by  dying  at  the  rate  of  si.\  and  seven  a 
week.  Roup — roup — roup — worse  than  in  the 
depth  of  winter.  From  ten  dozen  eggs  a  day 
they  have  droppeil  to  four  and  five.  .\nd  yet 
my  Ijoss  cannot  see  that  I  have  much  to  do. 
From  six  in  the  morning  until  twelve  at  night; 
but  I  would  not  mind  that  so  much  if  I  could 
get  results." 

If  everything  went  along  well,  the  work 
enunier.ited  would  be  about  what  one  man 
could  handle;  but  with  the  chicks  and  the 
incubators,  and  a  lot  of  sick  fowls,  there  is 
entirely  too  much  to  do.  Those  roupy  fowls 
must  be  gotten  rid  of  if  success  is  to  be 
obtained.  All  sick  should  be  killed  and  buried 
deep.  The  houses  should  be  disinfected,  and 
preventives  u>ed  to  keep  the  now  well  ones 
from  getting  sick.  There  is  really  one  man's 
work  with  the  old  stock,  if  he  wants  to  get 
rid  of  that  terrible  disease;  and  the  longer 
matters  are  delayed  the  more  difficult  will  the 
labors  be,  and  the  more  fatal  the  results. 

"My  machines  have  done  somewhat  better, 
but  still  very  had.  Xot  once  over  a  sixty  per 
cent  hatch,  and  they  never  will  so  long  as  my 
brooder  fire  is  within  four  to  twelve  feet  of 
them  all.  As  you  may  remember,  they  are 
Homer  City,  very  similar  to  Prairie  .State 
incubators.  I  have  to  fill  both  pans  with 
moisture,  and  to  put  another  one  under  each 
tray,  or  the  shells  just  bake.  I  have  tried  many 
experiments,  but  1  am  meeting  with  the  most 
success  by  keeping  one  machine  hatching  all 
the  time,  so  that  it  is  literally  in  a  soaking 
condition. 

"  On  .Saturday  last  1  had  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  eggs  due,  and  they  began  to  pip 
all  over  the  trays,  and  got  out  splendidly, 
leaving  the  shells  clean,  and  drying  oil"  nice 
and  downy. 

"  Well,  at  about  11  P.  M.  I  left  (I  have 
moved  nearer  my  work  since  I  wrote  you 
last,  and  sleep  at  home)  with  my  lamps  all 


right.  On  Sunday  morning  1  came  about 
.*even  o'clock,  and,  of  course,  went  at  once  to 
the  hatching  machine.  Can  you  imagine  my 
feelings  when  1  saw  dead  chicks  all  over  the 
triys,  in  the  shells  .md  out,  and  the  thermom- 
eter bang  up  to  the  top  of  the  tube !  On  look- 
ing at  the  lamp,  the  flame  had  crept  to  about 
the  height  needed  for  first  week  of  hatch. 
New  barrel  of  oil.  fii^t  trimming — same  brand 
as  always  used,  but  totally  difl'ercnt  oil— as  all 
my  liunps  have  been  doing  this  trick  ever 
since.  Three  other  machines  were  from  10.") 
to  107  degrees. 

"I  t«ok  out  eighty-three  live  chicks,  but  they 
are  practically  no  gowl — ruined  by  the  over- 
heat.'' 

That  was  cerfciinly  a  sad  experience.  It  is 
doubtful  if  half  of  those  chicks  tjikeu  from  the 
machine  will  live,  as  the  overheat  has  certainly 
ruined  their  vitality. 

"Now  to  the  chicks  for  the  past  two 
months.  As  1  said  earlier,  I  began  to  have 
better  luck  right  away,  helped  no  doubt  by 
another  change.  La.st  year  I  had  better  suc- 
cess than  ever  before  in  raising,  by  giving  no 
drink  the  first  four  weeks.  Worked  on  that 
plan  this  year,  but  at  last  began  giving  all  they 
wanted  of  milk  or  water.  After  about  thirty 
gorging  themselves  to  death  the  first  day  they 
all  began  to  look  much  more  natural,  wings 
and  tails  stopped  growing  abnormally,  and 
until  this  week  I  have  not  touched  a  wing  or 
tail  to  'doi-k'  them. 

"  The  past  week  they  began  (younger  ones) 
dying  from  ten  to  twenty  a  day,  and  I  -stood 
and  .scratched,  thought  and  worried,  until  I 
was  almost  ready  for  the  asylum.  I  could  see 
no  reason  beyond  a  damp  spell  of  weather, 
but  the  house  is  dry  now,  so  I  do  not  blame 
that.  I  opened  several  that  were  t<'n  to  four- 
teen days  old.  The  galls  were  as  large  as  an 
ordinary  hen's  liver,  a  kind  of  orange  color; 
everything  else  normal.  What  was  it?  I 
thought  and  thought,  but  could  give  no  reason, 
as  I  fed  grit  in  the  soft  food." 

Right  here  we  want  to  say  that  mixing  the 
grit  in  the  soft  food  is  a  most  dangerous 
practice.  Prof.  Vale,  of  London,  England,  in 
writing  about  enteritis,  says  one  cause  is  the 
addition  of  irritating  substances  to  the  fowl's 
food,  such  as  the  persistent  use  of  cayenne  in 
large  quantities,  crushed  oyster  shell,  or  grit. 
"  I  have  had  many  cases  for  post-mortem 
examination,"  says  Mr.  Vale,  -'where  the 
orifice  of  the  gizzard  leading  into  the  bowel 
has  been  unduly  dilated  and  the  bowel 
inflamed,  in  consequence  of  grit,  in  its  rough 
state,  having  passed  into  it.  The  grit  or 
oyster  shell  being  placed  in  the  fowl's  food, 
there  is  no  means  of  knowing  or  of  regulat- 
ing the  quantity  taken  by  each  bird.  If  more 
is  taken  than  is  required,  it  must  be  passed  on 
through  the  alimentary  canal,  or  it  would 
cause  death."  What  is  true  of  fowls  will  hold 
equally  true  with  chicks,  and  it  may  have  been 
the  real  cause  for  much  of  the  heavy  loss. 
As  for  water  for  drink,  v\e  believe  in  giving 
it  from  the  start.  We  have  tried  both 
methods,  and  see  very  little  diti'crence.  Clip- 
ping off  the  tips  of  the  wings  and  tails  of  such 
breeds  as  Leghorns,  is  a  good  idea,  as  it  gives 
more  strength  to  the  bodies. 

"  Today,  like  a  stroke  from  a  club,  the 
thought  came  to  me, '  they  have  nothing  to 
do.'  And  I  believe  I  have  thrown  out  hun- 
dreds of  chicks  this  season  that  would  now  be 
fine  broilers  because  I  have  not  had  sense 
enough  to  mak'e  them  do  as  I  do,  work  for  a 
living  —  work  hard.  I  aJways  made  my 
chicks  scratch  for  their  ilry  food  before,  and 
started  this  sexK)n,  but  from  some  ilumbness 


1  had  forgotten  in  spite  of  all  to  do  this,  and 
all  they  could  do  was  eat  and  die  from  indi- 
gestion. Don't  you  think  I  need  a  good  club- 
bing? I  have  said  hundreds  of  times  to  myself 
that  I  was  making  a  fool  blun<ler  somewhere, 
but  I  did  not  think  I  was  as  stupid  as  this. 

"  As  soon  as  the  thought  occurred  to  me,  I 
went  to  the  barn  and  got  some  litter  oil'  the 
floor,  and  spread  it  about  three  pens,  and 
threw  some  wheat  and  rolled  oats  over  it. 
One  or  two  chicks  came  from  the  hovers  and 
began  to  look  at  it,  presently  to  pick  up  a 
ijrain.  A  few  more  came  out,  and  a  straw 
would  be  shaken,  and  all  over  the  pens  they 
scooted.  This  went  on  for  perhaps  ten 
minutes.  They  saw  no  damage  was  done,  so 
a  few  stood  the  enemy ;  presently  a  few  more, 
with  the  result  that  in  half  an  hour  the  floors 
were  covered  with  chicks,  scratching  for  dear 
life.  In  an  hour  you  would  not  have  known 
them  for  the  same  chicks.  AVhere  they  were 
before  droopy,  sleepy,  and  generally  tough 
looking,  they  were  now  heads  up,  wings  in 
place,  and  though  some  would  tumble  over 
from  weakness  when  they  lifted  a  leg  to 
scratch,  they  still  tried  to  do  their  best.  I  did 
enjoy  that  half-hour  watching  them,  although 
it  put  me  very  much  lieliiiid  in  my  work,  and 
I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  my  serious 
troubles  are  over."' 

Not  much  commenting  is  needed  on  the 
close  of  this  experience.  Our  correspondent 
certainly  struck  the  keynote  when  he  made 
those  chicks  exercise.  We  believe  in  making 
them  hustle  for  all  they  are  worth ;  for  by 
good  exercise  the  food  digests  better,  and  the 
appetite  grows  stronger.  It  will  be  well  for 
those  in  trouble  to  carefully  read  and  re-read 
these  lessons  taught  by  a  dear  experience. 

-      M.  K.  B. 


Wants  a  Good  Brooder. 

One  of  our  exchanges,  under  the  heading, 
"  Incubator  Chicks,"  describes  several  very 
common  experiences  with  some  of  the  brood- 
ers on  the  market,  and  then  says : 

"  The  world  is  hungry  for  a  good  brooder, 
and  the  one  who  can  bring  out  a  device  that 
will  avoid  what  we  have  described  above  can 
make  a  fortune  at  the  business."' 

We  are  very  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  our 
esteemed  contemporary  that  there  is  such  a 
brooder  as  he  longs  for,  and  that  the  readers 
of  F.-P.  have  not  been  handicapped  by  the 
inefficient  brooders  which  his  readers  seem  to 
have  been  misled  into  using.  F.-P.  readers 
have  long  been  familiar  with  the  merits  of  the 
Peep-o"-Day  brooder,  which  does  the  work  a 
brooder  is  wanted  to  do.  AV'e  are  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  fact  that  we  are  giving  Mr.  Hodgson 
a  big  "free  ad.,"'  but  write  this  solely  in  the 
interest  of  truth,  because  we  fully  believe  Mr. 
Hodgson  has  made  the  brooder  which  our 
contemporar}'  says  the  world  is  hungry  for. 
He  has  not  "  made  his  fortune  "  as  yet;  but 
the  fact  that  his  largely  increasing  business 
has  compelled  his  making  arrangements  to 
build  a  new  and  larger  factory,  near  the  rail- 
road, where  he  will  secure  better  shipping 
facilities,  indicates  that  he  is  prospering. 


None  Come  Up  To  F.-P. 

Enclosed  find  one  dollar,  for  which  kindly 
send  me  Fakm-Pol'Ltuy  for  one  year,  begin- 
ning May  1st,  '97. 

I  have  tried  several  poultry  papers  since  I 
gave  up  taking  F.\rm-Poi  ltry  a  year  ago, 
but  none  of  them  come  up  to  your  paper. 

Maspetb,  N.  Y.  G.  W.  T. 


("ross  and  Mongrel  Breeding. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall,  a  very  popular  and  entertain- 
ing writer  for  the  last  generation,  told  a  story 
of  an  old  Irishwoman  who  occasionally  made 
the  round  of  the  neighborhood  and  collected 
all  the  medicines  left  after  the  sick  folks  for 
whom  they  had  been  prepared  were  done  with 
them.  These  she  afterwards  mixed  up  and 
used,  under  the  conviction  that  what  had  been 
useful  to  so  many  other  people  must  be  bene- 
ficial to  her,  too.  A  look  at  some  of  the  cattle 
in  this  country  would  indicate  that  they  had 
been  bred  on  the  same  principle.  One  other- 
wise very  excellent  man  brought  in  from  the 
ea.st  a  lot  of  grade  cows,  in  which  Shorthorn 
and  .\jrshire,  with  an  occasional  streak  of  Hol- 
steiu,  was  the  foundation  blood.  In  a  few- 
years,  by  the  use  of  Polled-Angus,  Shorthorn 
and  Hereford  bulls,  in  quick  succession,  he 
had  got  together  a  .stock  highly  suggestive  of 
the  Irishwoman's  physic  bottle.  It  is  this 
kind  of  crossing  that  gives  the  capable  breeder 
of  pure  bred  strains  of  .stock  of  all  sorts  the 
opportunity  to  get  in  his  heaviest  hits  at  cross- 
breeding. The  man  who  can  go  into  an 
ordinary  herd  of  homebred  cattle,  or  other 
stock,  select  females  of  a  type  adapted  to  his 
re<iuirements  and  breed  them  to  a  pure  bred 
male,  with  a  reasonable  share  of  prepotency, 
while  likely  at  the  same  time  to  "nick  in" 
favorably  with  the  qualities  of  the  dams,  and 
also  fe<  <ls  and  manages  with  reasonable  care, 
has  done  about  the  best,  both  for  himself  and 
the  country,  that  his  means  will  admit.  To 
raise  pure  bred  stock  worthy  of  registration 
means  a  good  deal  of  money  invested,  a  good 
deal  of  experience  and  skill  if  that  investment 
is  to  be  profitable,  and  a  market  in  which  the 
produce  of  his  skill  and  care  can  be  sold  to 
advantage.  Bad  management  of  pedigreed 
stock  will  in  a  few  years  bring  it  to  the  level, 
sometimes  even  a  lower  level  than  good  grade 
stock,  and  whenever  pure  bred  stock  is  up  for 
discussion,  the  owner  is  as  much  to  be  taken 
account  of  as  the  beast.  It  is  mere  waste  of 
words  to  discuss  breeding  to  a  man  whose 
stock  are  inferior  in  everything  but  the  paper 
pedigree  to  those  of  his  neighbor  who  never 
owned  a  pedigreed  female  in  his  life,  but  has 
good  stock  all  the  same,  because  he  has  a  level 
head  and  dear  insight  into  what  he  is  about. 

For  this  country, crossing,  strictly  so  called, 
is  scarcely  within  the  province  of  the  prac- 
tical breeder.  If  his  females  are  pure  or  very 
high  grade,  he  cannot  aflord  to  take  the  chances 
involved  in  the  introduction  of  a  male  of  a 
difl'erent  breed.  The  only  common  sense 
course  is  to  select  the  males  from  the  breeds 
likeliest  to  make  a  good  blend  of  blood  with 
his  females,  and  follow  steadily  along  that  line. 
If  there  is  any  dairy  breeder,  for  example, 
who  has  introduced  for  use  on  his  Shorthorn, 
Ayrsbii  e  dairy  cows  a  .lersey  or  Holstein  buU- 
or  both  in  close  succession,  be  is  simply  breed- 
ing mongrels,  with  all  the  uncertainties  that 
mongrel  breeding  entails,  and  the  more  rapidly 
his  changes  are  introduced  the  more  likely  is 
he  to  get  nuiddled.  Grading  up  along  a 
definite  line  may  be  taken  as  sound  policy 
always.  Zig-zag  breeding  is  an  absurdity,  no 
matter  where  or  by  whom  practiced,  and  it  is 
that  sort  of  thing  that  furnishes  the  most  of 
the  ridiculous  results  too  often  set  down  to  the 
detriment  of  cross-breeding.  What  is  as  much 
to  the  point,  is  the  experimental  test  which 
goes  always  to  show  that  though  the  first  cross 
may  do  a  lot  of  good,  the  nest  cross  is,  as  a 
rule,  much  less  successful.  —  Xor'trest 
J-'armer. 

[The  poultryman  may  find  footl  for  thought 
in  that  article.— Ed.] 
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F  ARM"  Poultry 


June  1 


A  Visit  to  Quincy. 

As  my  p]ans  permitted  but  one  day  in 
Quincy,  III.,  I  was  early  afoot  and  making 
inquiries  as  to  the  locations  of  places  I  wished 
to  visit.  My  first  objective  point  was  the 
office  of  the  Heliable  Foxdtry  Journal.  Mr. 
Curtis,  I  found,  had  not  yet  reached  the  office. 
The  time  of  his  arrival  being  somewhat 
uncertain,  I  asked  to  be  directed  to  the  Reli- 
able Poultry  Farm,  and  having  secured  the 
desired  information,  boarded  an  electric  car, 
which  shortly  brought  me  to  the  outskirts  of 
the  city.  Then  a  walk  of  ten  minutes  brought 
me  to  the  farm,  to  find  that  Mr.  C.  had  met 
and  passed  me  on  the  way. 

Mr.  Walter  Avis,  his  genial  and  gentlemanly 
manager,  received  me,  and  under  his  guidance 
I  spent  two  profitable  hours  looking  over  the 
plant. 

The  Keliable  Poultry  Farm  is  beautifully 
situated  just  beyond  the  northeastern  limit  of 
the  city  of  Quincy.  The  farm  is  seven  acres 
in  extent,  and  is  devoted  to  poultry  and  fruit, 
though  the  fruit  industry  is  subsidiary.  In 
all  sixteen  breeds  of  fowl  (including  turkeys, 
ducks  and  guineas)  are  kept.  It  would  per- 
haps be  more  correct  to  say  now,  "have  been 
kept,"  for  Mr.  Avis  told  me  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  reduce  this  number  by  about  one-half, 
they  having  found,  as  have  so  many  others, 
that  there  is  more  profit  in  handling  a  smaller 
number  of  varieties. 

About  eighteen  hundred  head  of  fowls,  all 
told,  went  into  winter  quarters  here  last  fall. 
At  the  time  of  my  visit  this  number  was 
much  reduced.  Mr.  Avis  reported  sales  as 
having  been  very  good,  and  quite  brisk  still, 
though  the  selling  season  was  well  advanced. 
Notwithstanding  heavy  shipments  of  breeding 
stock,  there  was  a  large  number  of  uncom- 
monly good  birds  on  hand. 

To  give  a  detailed  description  of  the  build- 
ings would  be  tedious  heie,  because  while 
some  characteristic  features  were  noted,  in 
the  main  they  differed  little  from  those  found 
on  any  large  poultry  plant. 

It  struck  me  rather  forcibly  that  a  little 
different  arrangement  of  the  yards  would  have 
lightened  the  labor  of  caring  for  the  fowls.  In 
speaking  of  this  later,  Mr.  Curtis  stated  that 
the  plant  as  it  is  today  was  not  the  i-esult  of  a 
deliberate  plan,  nor  should  it  be  looked  on  as 
complete;  it  has  grovrn  and  still  is  growing. 
What  might  be  called  a  house  within  a  house 
was  one  of  the  special  features  which  seemed 
to  me  worthy  of  a  note.  It  was  a  device  for 
preventing  the  freezing  of  the  combs  of  Leg- 
horns in  extreme  cold  weather.  The  fowls 
roost  in  a  very  large  box  inside  the  hen  house. 
Above  the  open  front  of  this  box  is  a  heavy 
curtain  ready  to  be  dropped  on  a  cold  night 
and  completely  shut  out  the  frost. 

There  are  in  all  nearly  one  hundred  yards; 


in  most  of  which  fruit treeshuve  been  planted. 
The  yards  adjoining  the  duck  pasture  con- 
tained grape  vines.  When  the  grapes  are 
ripening  the  fowls  help  themselves  from  one 
or  two  rows  nearest  the  houses.  Even  these 
they  rob  sparingly,  and  with  those  beyond 
they  rarely  meddle  at  all. 

Mr.  Curtis,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  enthu- 
siastic advocate  and  agent  of  the  movement 
to  secure  uniform  conformity  to  standard 
requirements  in  standard  bred  fowls.  It  was 
therefore  no  surprise  to  me  to  find  here  special 
matings  being  made  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing certain  breeds  nearer  to  the  standard 
requirements.  I  was  shown  two  White  P. 
Rock  cockerels  just  received  from  a  western 
breeder — one,  a  ninety-six  point  bird,  was 
remarkably  clear  in  plumage,  a  clear  silvery 
white;  the  other,  a  larger,  stronger  bird, 
showed  a  great  deal  of  yellow  in  plumage. 
This  was  in  accordance  with  my  utility  theo- 
ries; but  what  staggered  them  a  little  was 
that  while  the  yellow  bird  had  clear,  golden 
shanks  (as  I^vould  expect)  the  shanks  of  the 
white  bird  were  of  a  richer,  darker  yellow, 
with  a  decided  tinge  of  red  in  places,  but  no 
approach  to  flesh  color. 

Realizing  that  not  enough  importance  has 
been  given  to  shape  of  tail  in  Leghorns,  the 
proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Reliable  Farm 
are  this  year  making  some  sacrifices  in  other 
sections  for  the  sake  of  breeding  away  from 
the  common  squirrel-tail. 

Mr.  Avis  told  me  that  they  needed  another 
White  Leghorn  male,  and  were  finding  it  diffi- 
cult to  get  what  they  wanted  ;  they  had  been 
for  some  weeks  in  correspondence  with  differ- 
ent parties,  but  to  that  date-without  results. 

I  never  realized  before  how  rarely  the 


tendency  to  squirrel-tail  is  ulisunt  in  a  Leg- 
horn. When  visiting  Leghorn  beeeders  after 
leaving  Quincy,  I  paid  special  attention  to  this 
point  when  examining  birds.  Mr.  Avis  had 
told  me  that  what  they  required  was  a  male 
of  good  size,  clear  color,  with  an  abundant 
tall  carried  low  down.  Nowhere  did  I  see 
such  a  bird,  though  I  know  many  people  think 
they  have  White  Leghorns  that  would  fill  the 
bill.  One  breeder  to  whom  I  meutioned  this 
subject  was  so  sure  that  he  had  a  bird  of  just 
that  type  that  he  closed  his  place  of  business 
(and  he  was  busy)  for  an  hour,  and  insisted 
on  my  going  with  him  to  his  house  to  see  the 
fowl — and  lo,  the  bird  was  decidedly  squirrel- 
tailed  I 

"  I  never  saw  him  carry  his  tail  that  high 
before,"  said  the  gentleman  in  disgust,  after 
trying  in  vain  to  make  the  fowl  assume  a 
more  satisfactory  pose. 

Not  all  of  Mr.  Curtis'  stock  is  kept  at  the 
home  yards;  some  of  it  is  farmed  out.  We 
visited  several  farms  near  by,  and  saw  some 
remarkably  good  stock.  I  was  sorry  that  it 
was  impossible  to  see  more  of  these  isolated 
flocks,  because  some  of  the  best  birds  were  in 
them.  There  is  prudence  and  there  is  policy 
in  thus  handling  the  hest  fowls;  they  are 
placed  in  the  conditions  most  favorable  for 
them,  and  they  are  invisible  to  the  casual 
visitor  and  buyer.  There  are  few  breeders 
who  have  not  found  that  sometimes  their  best 
stock  mars  a  sale  instead  of  helping  to  make 
one ;  people  come  to  buy,  and  having  seen  the 
best,  which  is  not  for  sale,  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  inferior  stock,  though  well  al)ove  the 
average  in  quality,  and  go  away  without  buy- 
ing at  all. 

The  Pekin  ducks  were  in  two  large  pas- 


tufes — In  one  the  breeding  stock,  in  the  other 
the  sale  stock.  Ducks  in  the  first  lot  were  not 
for  sale  at  any  price  until  after  the  breeding 
season,  as  it  is  found  that  the  disturbance  in 
the  flock  caused  by  catching  members  of  it, 
no  matter  how  quietly  it  is  done,  or  attempted, 
has  a  depressing  effect  on  the  egg  yield.  There 
were  many  fine  individuals  in  both  flocks,  and 
the  average  quality  was  very  high;  but  the 
cream  of  the  duck  stock  was  a  pen  of  six  birds 
in  a  little  yard  near  the  dwelling  house.  These 
ducks  were  simply  out  of  sight.  (This  lan- 
guage is  both  literal  and  figurative).  No 
eggs  from  this  yard  were  to  leave  the  farm 
this  season.  This,  too,  is  as  it  should  be.  A 
poultrymau  has  a  perfect  right  to  reserve 
stock  for  his  own  use.  He  cannot  in  justice 
to  himself  do  otherwise.  All  his  customers 
are  entitled  to  is  square  dealing,  the  worth  of 
their  money,  goods  as  represeuted. 

As  market  poultry  is  not  nuide  a  branch  of 
the  business  here  no  special  efibrt  is  made  to 
hatch  early  chicks.  In  hatching  both  natural 
and  artificial  methods  are  employed.  During 
the  hatching  season  all  hens  which  manifest  a 
desire  to  do  so  are  allowed  to  incubate.  I  saw 
a  few  hens  brooding  prize  winners  for  the 
early  shows,  and  there  were  in  the  cellar  two 
Reliable  incubators,  one  of  them  just  due  to 
hatch. 

Mr.  Avis  told  me  that  he  was  feeding  corn 
heavily.  He  had  intended  to  feed  less  corn  as 
warmer  weather  came  on,  but  as  the  hens 
were  doing  well  had  made  no  change. 

Returning  to  the  city,  I  visited  the  yards  of 
Mr.  E.  L.  Osborn,  who  breeds  Wh.  Wyan- 
dottes,  W.  P.  Rocks,  and  Buff  P.  Rocks.  Mr. 
Osborn  is  a  young  man  just  embarking  in  the 
business.  Heretofore  his  operations  have 
been  confined  to  a  city  lot.  A  tract  of  eleven 
acres  just  outside  the  city  had  recently  been 
purchased,  and  was  being  fitted  for  a  poultry 
plant  on  an  extensive  scale.  I  had  intended 
to  visit  other  places  in  Quincy,  but  those  of 
which  I  could  learn  were  so  widely  scattered 
that,  being  slightly  under  the  weather,  I 
thought  it  unwise  to  attempt  further  visits. 

Again  I  wended  my  way  to  the  Journal 
office.  Mr.  Curtis  was  out,  but  returned  in  a 
few  minutes.  On  introducing  myself  I  was 
received  with  a  cordial  handshake.  I  counted 
myself  fortunate  in  catching  so  busy  a  man  as 
the  editor  of  the  lieliahle  Poultry  Journal 
at  an  hour  when  he  could  take  a  little  leisure. 
We  talked  for  some  time  on  matters,  things, 
papers  and  people  connected  with  the  indus- 
try in  which  both  are  interested.  On  Mr. 
Curtis'  invitation  I  visited  with  him  the 
printing  establishment,  where  the  forthcoming 
issue  of  the  lieliahle  Poultry  Journal  was 
on  the  presses,  and  also  the  Reliable  incubator 
factory  in  which  Mr.  C.  was  interested  until 
about  a  year  ago,  when  finding  that  the  paper 
required  all  his  energies,  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  in  the  incubator  plant. 

My  interest  in  what  I  saw  at  the  incubator 
factory  was  purely  curious.  I  cheerfully  own 
up  to  being  so  far  liehind  the  times  that  I  pre- 
fer the  natural  incubator  and  brooder.  Still 
the  power  of  curiosity  (in  spite  of  my  sex) 
was  sufficiently  strong  to  make  the  visit  a 
pleasure.  In  the  different  departments  of  the 
works  were  machines  and  parts  of  machines 
at  every  stage  of  construction.    Not  many 
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conipl^t^l  machines  were  on  haiul ;  the  oriters 
i-\»uie  in  tiH)  fa>(  to  permit  of  :in  :K-ciumil:(tioii 
of  tiuishe^l  inout>ators  and  brvxxlers. 

I  couUl  not  help  thinkins:  as  we  walked 
throuirh  the  crowdetl  rooms  which  the  work- 
men were  just  leavina:.  of  the  country  boy  in 
the  variety  show  who  shamefacedly  informed 
the  audience,  "  I  come  to  taown  today.  I  was 
a-comin'  yosten.lay.  but  Ma's  ole  settin"  hen 
tuk  sick,  an'  I—  an"  I—  I  —  I  —  had  to  set  on 
the  eai^s." 

That  is  just  what  in  the  motlern  division  of 
lalK^r  each  and  every  man  connected  with  the 
manufacture  of  ncubators  is  doins.  Thouijh 
the  i-onuection  lietweeu  cause  and  etl'ect  is  less 
intimate  than  under  the  old  regime,  it  none  the 
less  exists. 

My  train  was  to  leave  Quincy  at  6.30  P.  >I. 
As  I  bade  Mr.  Curtis  gooil-byc  he  said.  "Xow 
if  it  does  happen  that  you  miss  the  train  come 
risiht  out  to  my  house  and  spend  Sunday  with 
me." 

••  Sothins:  would  suit  me  lietter."  I  replied  ; 
"  but  I  am  presseil  for  time,  and  must  be  in 
G  tomorrow." 

Man  may  propose:  sometime?  the  disposals 
of  the  niilroad  mauai:ers,  thouirh  they.accord- 
im:  to  the  popular  lielief,  have  little  especta- 
tioo  of  a  future  residence,  to  say  nothinir  of 
present  hish  authority,  in  the  celestial  regions, 
sometimes  sadly  interfere  with  bis  plans.  So 
it  was  now  in  my  case.  At  the  depot  I  learned 

th.at  leaving  Quincy  for  G  on  Saturday 

evening.  I  would  be  stranded  for  twenty-four 
hours  at  a  point  half-way  to  my  destination. 

You  may  l>e  sure  that  there  w.is  no  delay  in 
fultilling  the  conditions  of  the  iiromise  made 
half  an  hour  earlier.  As  night  closed  in  I  was 
aeain  at  the  Relial>le  Toultry  Farm,  where  I 
was  most  hospitably  entertaineil  by  the  pnv 
prietor  and  his  estim.nble  and  ertii-iont  help- 
mate. Joux  11.  RoBISSf>S. 


Much  A<lo  About  Nothing. 

Not  long  ago  an  interviewer  asked  the  sec- 
retary of  agriculture  this  question  :  ''  What  is 
the  matter  with  the  American  hen?"  The 
secretary  replied : 

"  Nothing  is  the  matter  with  the  American 
hen:  but  something  i>  wrong  with  the  Ameri- 
can farmer.  He  needs  to  be  taught  the  useful- 
ness of  raising  on  his  own  land  a  great  many 
things  which  we  are  obliged  to  purchase 
abroad  for  lack  of  domestic  supply. 

"  Why  did  we  import  1,000,000  dozens  of 
eggs  into  the  United  States  last  year?  Tell  me 
that."  The  eye  of  the  new  secretary  of  agri- 
culture, Mr.  Wilson,  twinkled  as  he  asked  the 
question,  adding : 

't  Do  you  know  that  132,000  dozen  of  those 
^gs  came  from  China?  Think  of  fetching 
that  sort  of  produce  all  the  way  from  the 
flowery  kingdom,  just  to  make  sure  of  fresh- 
ness! A  few  were  brought  from  .lapan  ;  but 
the  bulk  of  the  imported  eggs  we  ate  last  year, 
800,000  dozen,  were  laid  in  Canada." 

Compare  these  figures  with  those  supplied 
by  the  secretary  of  the  Boston  Chaml)er  of 
Commerce,  printed  in  F.-P.,  .\pril  15th. 

The  whole  United  States  imported  one  mil- 
lion dozen  eggs  last  year!— one  thirtieth  as 
many  eggs  as  the  single  state  of  Massachusetts 
bought  from  producers  outside  of  her  bound- 
aries. Had  Massachusetts  bought  the  entire 
import  of  eggs  she  would  still  have  purchased 
ninety-six  and  two-thirds  per  cent  of  her 
lx>ughten  eggs  from  American  farmers;  and 
under  this  supposition  all  other  states  and 
territories  would  have  bought  all  their  eggs 
from  American  farmers.  The  new  secretary 
of  agriculture  evidently  is  not "  onto  bis  job  " 
yeL  It  might  assist  him  in  finding  his  bear- 
ings if  he  would  make  an  effort  to  find  out 
just  how  long  the  enormous  (?)  imports  from 
China  would  last  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 
There  may  l»e  a  great  deal  that  the  average 
American  farmer  does  not  know,  but  an  aver- 
age farmer  with  average  sense  would  never 
have  been  guilty  of  such  a  folly  as  was  per- 
petrated in  the  department  of  agriculture 
when  the  recent  bulletin  on  "  Standard  Vari- 
eties of  Chickens"  was  issued;  or  that  still 
greater  folly  (of  which  rumors  reach  us),  of 
appointing  as  poultry  expert  (salary  8150 
monthly)  under  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 
try, a  man  absolutely  without  reputation  as  an 
expert  poultryman. 


Poultry  Book  Keeping;. 

A  correspondent  residing  in  C  alifornia, 
writes : 

"  I  have  never  seen  any  articles  in  Far.m- 
Poi  LTKY  on  book  keeping  for  poultrymen. 
Not  simply  plain  i-ccords  of  eggs  received, 
receipls  and  expenses  as  kept  in  the  ordinary 
cheap  poultry  and  egg  records,  but  a  complete 
system  as  kept  by  such  men  as  A.  C.  Hawkins, 
James  Forsyth,  James  Kankiu.Knapp  Bros., 
and  others,  showing  losses,  gains,  interest, 
discount,  stock  account,  and  all  the  details; 
how  books  are  closed  up  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
statements  made,  etc.  These  firms  have  kept 
books  of  this  kind  for  years,  and  must  have 
poultry  book  keeping  down  fine.  Now  I 
would  like  to  get  their  methods  through 
Faum-Poi  i.try,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  others  in  the  same  boat.  I  have  kept 
poultry  accounts  ofl"  and  on  for  the  past  two 
years,  but  as  a  rule  they  have  been  unsatis- 
factory, anil  didn't  sliow  accurate  results.  So 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  must  be 
some  accurate  method,  and  I  wish  you  would 
help  me  find  one." 

We  doubt  if  there  are  two  poultrymen  who 
usethesame  method.  We  will  reply  by  giving 
our  plans : 

In  the  first  place,  we  use  "  Kuhn's  Egg 
Record  and  Account  Book,"  which  we  find 
very  complete  for  laying  and  sitting  hens. 
Bi'sides  the  egg  record,  it  gives  a  hatching 
reconl.  expense  account,  eggs  and  birds  sold. 

In  the  amuial  summary  we  have  the  total 
number  of  fowls  in  each  pen.  number  eggs 
laid  by  each,  number  eggs  set,  number  chicks 
hatched,  number  of  chicks  raised.  We  have 
the  total  value  of  eggs  sold,  birds  sold,  eggs 
liought,  birds  bought,  .stock  on  hand  begin- 
ning of  year,  stock  on  hand  at  end  of  year. 

In  the  annual  balance  we  have  the  value  of 
all  stock  on  hand  beginning  of  year;  interest 
at  eight  per  cent  on  cost  of  land,  yards,  etc.; 
tot;il  cost  of  food, labor,  etc. ;  value  of  all  stock 
on  hand  at  end  of  year;  amount  received  for 
all  eggs  sold ;  amount  received  for  all  birds 
sold ;  amount  received  for  all  miscellaneous 
sold;  total  expenses;  total  credit;  profits  for 
the  year. 

In  artificial  incubation  we  use  the  system 
given  in  '-  Welch's  Manual  of  Incubation," 
which  gives  the  name  of  incubator;  date  of 
setting:  number  of  eggs;  kind  of  eggs;  date  of 
tests ;  infertile  eggs  rejected ;  number  of  chicks ; 
numl)er  of  deaths. 

The  author  of  Welch's  Jfanual  gives  these 
hints,  which  we  endorse: 

"  Every  man  who  is  making  a  business  of 
raising  poultry  should  be  able  to  tell  any  day 
in  the  year  how  many  fowls  he  has,  how  many 
eggs  he  is  getting  from  each  and  every  pen, 
how  mahy  chicks  he  has  haf<-hed,  and  the 
number  of  eggs  required  to  hatch  them.  Also 
how  many  chicks  or  fowls  he  loses  by  death  or 
otherwise.  In  short,  a  poultry  raiser  should 
know  and  have  a  record  of  each  and  every 
day's  transaction  for  every  pen  of  fowls  on 
his  ranch. 

"  To  make  this  an  easy  matter,  you  should 
number  each  pen,  and  place  therein  a  card 
with  proper  headings  for  the  breeds  and  pro- 
duction of  the  same,  and  a  monthly  calendar 
also,  and  numbered  to  correspond  with  the 
pen.  On  this  card  make  daily  entries  of  the 
production  of  the  pen.  In  this  way  no  mis- 
takes can  be  made,  as  everything  is  committed 
to  paper,  and  the  mind  is  relieved  of  all 
responsibility.  At  the  end  of  the  month  take 
in  the  cards  and  replace  with  new  ones.  An 
excellent  opportunity  is  now  given  for  a 
perusal  of  the  cards,  and  undoubtedly  facts 
will  be  drawn  from  them  which  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  you  in  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  business." 

Besides  the  use  of  above  manual,  in  artificial 
incubation,  we  have  cards  hanging  on  each 
incubator,  which  impart  these  facts :  Date  of 
setting,  date  of  testing,  date  for  first  moisture, 
date  for  all  moisture,  date  when  hatch  is  due. 

We  do  not  know  of  a  more  simple  method  of 
book  keeping  for  poultrymen  than  is  given  in 
those  two  books.  Farm-Poultry  will  sen<l 
the  two  for  fifty  cents.  M.  K.  B. 


Poultry  Houses  for  Women. 
Wriltoii  for  Fakm-I'ocltry. 

Now  th.at  the  subject  is  being  discussed,  I 
am  going  to  say  a  word  about  those  dread- 
fully mannish  large  poultry  houses;  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  it  will  not  be  the  last  word,  for 
the  subject  of  housing  is  by  far  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  of  successful  poultry 
raising.  No  doubt  the  biddies  like  them  well 
enough,  and  I  envy  the  strength  that  can  care 
for  them  successfully ;  but  there  is  not  one 
woman  in  one  thousand  who  possesses  it,  for 
I  have  tried  it  and  know. 

No  matter  bow  rich  one  may  be,  or  how 
charitably  inclined  to  give  others  less  fortu- 
nate work,  the  time  comes  to  us  all,  when,  if 
you  are  at  all  particular,  you  can  do  your 
work  yourself."  The  idea  of  cleaning  a 
poultry  house  twice  a  week  and  sweeping  out 
the  corners  is  enough  to  disgust  any  decent 
working  man.  Therefore  let  us  be  wise,  my 
sisters,  and  when  that  time  comes  ha\  e  some- 
thing you  can  manage  conveniently  without 
too  severe  a  tax  upon  your  health  and  strength. 

For  five  years  1  have  summered  and  win- 
tered my  fowls  in  several  small  houses  4x6, 
in  connection  with  other  large  ones  10  x  12, 
and  my  preference  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
small  houses.  The  men  who  clean  them  often 
speak  of  their  being  more  hamly  to  clean,  also. 

They  are  built  in  sections  four  and  one-half 
feet  in  front  and  three  feet  in  the  rear,  and 
put  together  with  screws,  set  up  eighteen 
inches  from  the  ground.  This  suits  my 
height  best,  but  a  taller  person  would  like 
them  higher,  facing  south,  and  closed  in 
below  on  the  north  and  east,  thus  making  an 
open  front  scratching  shed,  connected  on  the 
west  side  with  a  lioxed  in  run  20  x  6. 

This  leaves  the  door  dear,  so  that  one  can 
open  it  and  reach  to  the  furthest  corner 
without  entering  either  house  or  run.  It  was 
my  intention  to  cover  these  runs  with  oiled 
muslin  in  stormy  weather,  giving  the  hens 
free  range  in  pleasant  weather  except  during 
the  hatching  season.  This,  however,  was  a 
good  idea  that  was  never  executed. 

I  find  that  hens  can  endure  cold  much 
better  than  dampness,  and  a  floor  well  up 
from  the  ground  and  heavily  dusted  with  hay 
chafVin  winter  is  far  better  than  one  of  earth, 
which  I  never  yet  succeeded  in  keeping  free 
from  dampness. 

The  chief  advantage  is  the  ease,  quickness 
and  completeness  with  which  they  can  be 
cleaned,  although  the  cheapness  thereof  is  no 
small  item.  When  light  dusting  such  as  hay 
chafl",  sawdust,  fine  shaving  or  cut  hay  are 
used  and  renewed  often,  the  work  is  not 
laborious  or  too  disagreeable.  For  a  womafi 
who  wishes  to  keep  a  few  fowls  and  avoid  the 
unpleasantness  of  soiled  skirts,  and  a  man  not 
always  dressed  in  every  day  clothes,  the  good 
points  of  these  houses  will  be  readily  appre- 
ciated. 

Now  comes  the  question  of  the  garden. 
Everyone  is  interested  in  that  at  this  season, 
and  what  are  you  going  to  plant  for  the  hens 
to  have  for  green  food  next  winter?  I  am 
going  to  plant  tomatoes  in  mine,  and  plenty 
of  them,  too.  These  will  yield  a  large  (|Uantity 
of  fruit  on  a  small  space  of  ground  ;  are  easily 
gathered  and  cared  for,  and  reli.shed  cxceeil- 
ingly  by  the  fowls.  They  keep  well  when 
stewed,  either  ripe  or  green,  late  in  the  fall, 
barreled  up,  placed  in  a  cold  cellar,  and  then 
mixed  with  the  morning  mash  in  winter. 

Miss  E.  A.  IsiiA.M. 


What  the  eastern  producer  wants  to  do 
this  year  is  make  more  clear  the  distinction 
between  absolutely  fresh  eggs  and  choice 
poultry  and  case  eggs  and  cold  storage  goods. 
Experience  is  the  best  teacher,  therefore  let 
the  public  be  taught  to  discriminate.  It  will 
pay  big  interest  to  any  man  who  follows  this 
su  ggestion . — Ma  in  e  Fa  nn  er. 


A  Remedy  for  Soft  Shelled  Kggs. 

G.  C.  M.v  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  writes :  "  I  have 
succeeded  in  making  an  old  Game  hen  that 
laid  soft  shelled  eggs  lay  eggs  with  a  good 
shell  by  mixing  fine  chalk  with  her  food." 


The  W'hite  Wyandottes  are  today  among 
the  best  hens  possible  for  the  farmer.  We  do 
not  keep  them,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
charged  with  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  in 
urging  them  upon  readers.  It  seems  as 
though  the  champions  of  this  variety  had  con- 
centrated efforts  to  establish  heavy  produc- 
tion, and  su<'ceeded  to  a  remarkable  degree. 
This  breed  is  at  the  front  of  the  line  of  march, 
and  we  trust  nuiy  be  held  there  for  all  time. — 
Maine  Farmer. 


MmscIcs.  steady  nerves,  good  appetite, 
refrcsliing  sleep  come  with  blood  made  pure  by 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 

The  One  True  Blood  Pm  ifier.  All  druggists.  $1. 
Hood's  Pills  are  the  best  after-dinner  pills. 

rBiirBEiffl 

After  May  15th. 

Eggs  a  Hatching. 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  K^r^r  Sliaiii:  "'tlie  business  fowl  of  the 
mil  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  E^'tr,  rrolil'ic  Layiriir  Sti.i-k.) 
PRICK,  ,$1  PKR  SITTING. 

For  eggs  from  the  same  pons  I  set  eggs  from  for 
my  own  cnickens. 

Incubator  Kggs,  $6  per  lOO. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


They  Are 


EK 


Pollard's  Famous  Pekin  Ducks, 
White  Wyandottes, 

White  Plymouth  Rocks 

Arc  a  practical  illustration  of  utility  and  fancy  liaml 
in  hanil.  Ai  Boston  we  won  about  all  tliere  was  to  win 
on  (inrks.  and  all  on  dressed  chickens.  OurM'liile 
Wyandottes  did  the  act  on  chickens.  They  lay  lots 
of  "brown  egffs,  —  we  can't  tell  just  how  manj',  — wc  are 
too  busy  nicking  them  up  to  keep  account. 

THEY  WILL  MAKE  DOLLARS  FOR  YOU. 

Duck  c^'j-'s  Si  for  12;  $S  for  IWl.  Htns-cpgs  J'J  for 
1.";      for  3;i.   Incubator  eggs  5H  for.  KKi. 

POttAKD'S  POULTRY  FARM. 

.So.  Attlelioro,  3Iags. 

Fornurly  Pawtuckct,  R.  I. 


POULTRY 
YARDS.  . 


Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  White  Wyandottes 

Bred  for  Practical  Purposes 
EGGS  FOR  HATCHING, 

$2  per  sittins;  three  sittings  for  $4. 

Adiiress 

RALPH  S.  NORTON, 

Falmouth  Foreside,  Me. 

Xole.— Patrons  when  romilliug  by  postal  money 
order  are  requested  to  have  it  made  payable  at  Port- 
land. Me.,  post  otlice. 

Giant  Strain 

LiglitBrahmas 

A  few  good  breeding  ('ockerels  yet  for  sale.  Write 
us  if  you  need  one.  We  will  make  the  price  right. 
Prict  of  eggs,  $-5  |)er  15;  $o  per  itl. 

ROLLINS  BROS., 


w<)(in\  H.i.F,  :\i  Ass. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  'Z'^  cents. 

A  Living:  from  I*€»iiltry,  tt'nts. 

Utoney  in  Hens,  25  eeiits. 

Tlio  fi>ur  l)Ook>  tor  $1.00.  Address 
MICHAKL  K.  B1>YKK,  Haniiitonton,  X.  J. 
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K^Riv[= Poultry 


June  1 


"  CKOWN  PRINCE," 
Second  Prize  White  Wyandotte  Cockerel  at  Boston,  '97,  an<l  First  at  Westerly,  R.  I. 
Bred  and  Owned  by  J.  W.  Andrews,  Dighton,  Mass. 


Pullets  vs.  Hens  for  Egg  Production. 
A  Nut  for  the  Editor  to  Crack. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  that  you  are  right,  Mr. 
.  Editor,  wheu  you  advise  those  who  produce 
eggs  for  market  to  kill  oif  their  hens  before 
their  second  moult,  after  they  have  laid  one 
season,  and  when  they  are  about  seventeen 
months  old.  While  there  is  much  that  may 
be  said  in  favor  of  the  practice,  it  seems  to  me 
there  are  still  more  important  reasons  why 
this  should  not  be  done. 

In  the  first  place,  who  knows  that  a  hen 
cannot,  by  the  right  feed  and  management,  be 
made  to  lay  as  many  eggs  the  second  year  as 
the  first?  Of  course,  she  should  he  fed  difl'er- 
ently  the  second  year  to  accomplish  this  — 
should  receive  less  food  of  some  kinds, 
especially  grain,  and  more  green  stuff  and 
animal  food.  She  should  also  have  more 
liberty  or  inducement  to  exercise.  We  know 
different  breeds  have  different  requirements. 
The  quick  maturing,  "beefy"  breeds,  like 
Wyandottes  and  Plymouth  Kocks,  might  not 
have  as  much  business  in  them  the  second 
year  as  the  more  active  breeds  that  also 
mature  early,  like  Hamburgs  and  Leghorns, 
or  the  more  inactive  and  slow  maturing 
Cochins  and  Brahmas. 

Another  ciuestiou  is,  when  is  a  hen  mature? 
Turkeys,  although  they  breed  when  a  year 
old,  are  not  mature, —  do  not  attain  their  full 
size  and  weight  until  three  years  of  age. 
Geese  are  not  mature  or  at  their  best  until 
their  third  or  fourth  year  —  in  fact,  the  older 
a  goose  the  better.  Wild  geese  do  not  mate 
until  from  two  to  five  years  of  age,  rarely 
before  the  third  year.  Even  Pekin  ducks  arc 
not  thought  suitable  to  raise  breeding  stock 
from  until  they  are  more  than  eighteen 
months  old,  while  those  two  and  a  half  years 
old  are  preferred. 

Certainly  no  one  should  depend  upon  eggs 
of  the  first  season  for  raising  birds  intended 
to  perpetuate  the  most  superior  and  vigorous 
stock.  Most  will  admit,  we  think,  that  it  is 
best  to  keep  over  the  stock  to  be  used  for 
breeding,  at  least.  Then  again,  when  you 
have  taken  such  pains  to  raise  superior  stock 
for  egg  production  why  should  you  offset 
their  first  cost  with  but  one  season's  work  ? 
Is  the  cost  of  keeping  a  hen  from  July  to 
Christmas  so  great  and  the  difference  between 
her  first  and  second  season's  egg  product  of 


so  much  value  that  both  together  more  than 
equal  the  cost  of  raising  a  pullet  to  replace 
her?  I  have  not  made  any  experiments  in 
this  direction,  and  cannot  present  facts  and 
figures.    Can  any  one  furnish  such  facts? 

If  I  were  to  run  an  egg  farm  I  certainly 
should  not  replace  all  my  hens  each  season. 
I  would  kill  ott"  no  more  than  one-half  or  one- 
third  of  them  each  year.  Your  plan  may  do 
for  high  pressure  management  where  land  is 
valuable,  space  limited,  and  money  must  be 
turned  over  often.  It  may  give  you  a  greater 
profit  if  you  are  not  aiming  for  gilt-edge  egg 
trade,  but  at  the  same  time  your  risk  is 
greater.  Many  prefer  to  take  less  risk,  have 
less  care  and  anxiety,  and  a  more  moderate 
and  sure  profit.  They  want  to  do  away  with 
the  necessity  for  skilled  labor  if  they  go  into 
it  on  a  large  scale.  It  is  much  easier  to 
extend  operations  on  the  line  of  keeping  hens 
for  egg  production  than  it  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  chickens  raised.  One  can  raise 
one  hundred  easier  and  with  less  risk  than 
three  hundred  ;  one  thousand  easier  than  three 
thousand.  The  raising  of  the  pullets  is  the 
most  taxing  and  risky  part  of  it  to  the  man 
who  undertakes  the  business,  more  than  the 
keeping  of  a  much  larger  number  of  hens 
through  the  year.  If  your  place  is  adapted 
for  the  raising  of  only  five  hundred  April  and 
May  hatched  chickens  each  season,  you  may 
have  two  hundred  and  fifty  laying  pullets  in 
the  fall.  If  you  kill  oft"  all  your  hens  each 
season  you  are  restricted  to  this  number  for 
egg  production.  Of  course,  you  will  not  kill 
them  ott' unless  you  have  a  nice  lot  of  chicks 
coming  along  to  replace  them ;  but,  are  you 
sure  that  something  may  not  happen  to  the 
latter  before  winter?  Disease  may  strike 
them  after  the  hens  are  killed.  You  take 
twice  the  risk  that  you  do  if  you  renew  but 
one-half  of  your  stock  each  year  —  and  three 
times  the  risk  than  if  you  replace  but  one- 
third  of  your  hens  each  year. 

In  one  case  you,  where  all  are  replaced, 
raise  say  five  hundred  chickens,  kill  in  early 
summer  two  hundred  and  fifty  young  roosters 
for  broilers,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  hens, 
and  have  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  pullets 
for  winter  laying.  If  you  renew  one-half  you 
kill  two  hundred  and  fifty  roosters  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  hens,  and  keep  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pullets  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  yearling  hens.   When  you 


replace  luit  one-thirtl  each  season,  you  till 
two  hundred  and  fifty  roosters,  eighty-three 
old  hens,  and  have  for  egg  production  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pullets,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  yearling  hens,  and  eighty-three  two 
year  old  hens.  The  same  number  of  chicks 
are  raised  in  either  case,  luit  by  the  latter  plan 
you  can  keep  five  hundred  head  of  your  own 
raising,  half  of  which  are  pullets,  while  but 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  are  what  you 
can  call  old  hens.  Now  perhaps  you  may 
give  a  knock  down  to  the  above  arguments, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  draw  out  many  facts 
bearing  on  this  question  ;  but  thei  e  is  another 
consideration  that  is  more  important  to  my 
mind  than  everything  previously  stated,  and 
I  am  sure  that  you  cannot  overthrow  it. 

Pullets  lay  smaller  eggs  than  old  hens. 
The  prize  winning  eggs  that  won  the  pre- 
miums for  size  and  weight  at  both  the  Boston 
shows  were  from  old  hens.  Now,  where 
small  eggs  sell  for  as  much  as  large  ones,  if 
they  are  only  fresh,  this  consideration  does 
not  count;  but  we  all  know  that  the  finest 
product  will  bring  the  highest  price  in  the 
right  market. 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  I  believe,  sell  your  eggs  at 
your  door  just  as  many  of  your  farmer 
neighbors  do.  The  local  grocer  takes  them 
of  you.  Size  may  not  be  an  important  con- 
sideration with  you  when  you  market  your 
eggs.  If  you  want  to  get  an  extra  price  for 
your  product  you  must  furnish  gilt-edged 
goods.  This  we  all  know.  For  such  we  get 
more  than  the  market  price. 

Now  let  us  go  to  some  of  the  highest  priced 
markets  in  Boston  where  the  best  of  every- 
thing is  sold.  We  find  they  have  a  carefully 
graded  brand  of  brown  eggs,  of  very  large  size, 
which  they  get  of  one  man,  for  which  they 
receive  a  very  fancy  price.  We  learn  they 
are  from  a  large  egg  farm  in  Ehode  Island, 
and  are  the  product  of  Light  Brahmas  and 
K.  I.  Reds.  This  party  receives  from  some  of 
his  customers  one  price  the  year  through  for 
his  eggs.  He  leads  the  market,  not  only 
because  of  the  extra  fine  quality  of  his  pro- 
duct, but  because  he  also  furnishes  it  regularly 
and  in  almost  any  quantity  demanded.  Now, 
let  us  get  the  opinion  of  this  producer.  How 
does  he  keep  at  the  top  and  maintain  his 
reputation  for  having  the  choicest  product? 

He  keeps  three  thousand  hens  each  winter. 
Towards  spring  it  is  no  unusual  thing  for  his 
men  to  collect  fifteen  hundred  eggs  from  his 
hens  in  one  day.  Besides  marketing  his  own 
product,  he  also  buys  more  than  he  produces 
of  his  neighbors  living  within  a  radius  of  five 
miles  of  his  place. 

In  a  conversation  with  him  last  fall,  he 
informed  me  that  to  make  and  keep  the  repu- 
tation of  his  eggs  he  took  great  'care  to  have 
all  eggs  perfectly  fresh,  all  being  tested 
or  lighted  between  July  1st  and  winter. 
No  fish  scrap  or  sea  food,  or  anything  that 
would  hurt  the  flavor  of  the  eggs,  is  fed. 
Eggs  are  never  packed  in  musty  packing,  or 
allowed  to  remain  in  old  egg  cases  longer  than 
is  absolutely  necessary.  They  are  also  care- 
fully graded  into  three  classes :  1st  —  those  of 
large  size,  good  color  (light  brown)  and 
uniform  shape;  white  eggs  are  thrown  out  of 
this  grade.  2d  —  same  as  above,  except  color 
is  disregarded ;  this  includes  the  large  white 
eggs.  3d  —  small,  discolored  and  inferior 
eggs.  Speaking  of  size,  he  said :  "  We  get 
larger  eggs  from  two  and  three  year  old  hens. 
They  do  not  lay  so  many  eggs,  but  they  are 
larger  and  finer,  and  help  the  reputation  of 
the  producer.  We  appreciate  the  pullets  for 
what  they  are  and  for  what  they  are  going  to 
be,  but  old  hens'  eggs  are  most  creditable. 
If  we  had  nothing  but  pullets  it  locndd 
decidedly  injure  our  trade.  As  it  is,  we 
have  hard  work  to  convince  the  consumer 
that  there  must  be  pullets'  eggs." 

Samuel  Cushman. 

The  Editor's  Reply. 
This  is  an  old  question,  that  has  been  dis- 
cussed over  and  over  again,  and  is  one  of  the 
questions  upon  which  "  doctors  disagree."  In 

LECTURES. 

SAMUEt  CUSHMAN, 
Investigator,  Lecturer  and  Writer, 

can  lie  on^iaged  to  address  Farmers'  lustitutes.  Granfje 
Meetings  and  A^^riciillural  ('nlkTrc  students  in  any 
part  of  thecouni  r>-  cm  ccrljiiii  lopi.-^  i-claliri;;  fo  poultry 
l)roduel  ion.  Informal  inn  on  I'ri  i  l^c  \ .  ( loose,  ami  arti- 
ticial  Duck  raisin>ra  specialu  .  Fiii-  list  of  subjects 
and  terms  address, 

.SAMUEL  CUSHMAN,  Pawtucket,  R.I. 


Anything  in  the  line  of  economy 
appeals  to  the  farmer,  and  an  arti- 
cle that  can  be  used  for  a  hundred 
different  purposes  ought  to  be  in- 
vestigated. 

That  article  seems  to  be  Ncpon- 
sct  Waterproof  Red  Rope  Fabric, 
which  can  be  used  for  covering 
roofs,  sides,  and  walls  of  houses, 
barns,  hen-houses,  green-houses, 
hotbeds,  haystacks,  wagon  covers, 
etc.  It  is  water-proof,  wind-proof, 
and  frost-proof.  It  takes  the  place 
of  back  plaster  in  dwelling-houses 
and  clapboards  and  shingles  on 
outhouses ;  insures  warmth  and 
dryness  wherever  used,  and  is 
inexpensive. 

Neponsct  Black  Building  Paper 
for  inside  lining  is  odorless,  clean, 
water-proof,  and  economical. 

Full  particulars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F.  W.  Bird  &  Son, 
EastWalpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 


ARATOMA  FARM. 

We  have  two  carefullv  selected  fireedjn^  pens  of 
eaoli,  B.Plyinoutli  Roots,  Wliite  \\  \  andoiles.  and  iS. 
C.  White  Legllorns,  as  fine  as  eAliildiion  liirds.  Ijrijiiit, 
strong  and  liealthy;  nolliin^  can  lie  an>  liner,  'l  lieir 
egfrs  are  unusually  fertile  at  ]ire^ent  lialidiinjr.  \\'e 
will  sell  a  limited  number  of  sittings  from  eillier  of 
these  pens  durin>r  March  and  April  ;it  S'J  per  sitting. 
Apply  to  W.  P.  GEHKKK AX.  Mana^-er. 

liox  L'li:..  Kalonah,  N.  Y. 


iPOULTRY 

1  Supplies 


! 


S     OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

I  Bone  Cutters,  Incubators, 

O  Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 

H Ground  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Scraps,  Bone, 
^  Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  t'owder,  etc. 


Cut  Clover  Hay 

lioadj-  for  use. 

At  $2  per  100  pound  Sack. 

Large  illustrated  Catulo-iiic  free. 

HARVEY  S££D  CO., 

n  &19  EUicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y 


I 


MAMMOTH  PEKIN  DUCKS. 

EpKS.  SI,  11;  $3,  00;  S5,  IdO.  Ilreedel  s  u  ei;;li  as  llipll  as 
1"2  lbs.  each,  noted  for  iai-;ie  si/e  :tini  laying-  t|ua]ities. 
Cir.    NIAGARA  FARM,  Ransoinville,  N,  V. 

WW  n  I    I    b  FX1XS.XI«-  ZSTJOKS. 

Duck  Ef-'ffS  S7  per  lUO.     Incubator  E^'f.'s  S4  per  IdO. 

I..AYWKI.L  POULTKV  FARM, 
K.  A i-rin^'-toii.  Sup! .  Lyiuloiiville,  Vt, 


P. 

Powder  Drives  Quickly 

is  neither  poisonous  nor  explo- 
sive but  is  fatal  to  vermin.  Fleas 
and  lice  drop  instantly  dead.  It 
is  also   the   best  disinfectant 

Don't  waste 
time  ex  peri- 
menting  with 
the  other  kinds 
but  send  direct 
to  us  or  ask 
your  dealer  to 

known  tor  hos- 
pitals, stables, 
kennels,  poul- 
try houses  and 
every  place 
where  vermin 
can  lodge 

get  it  for  you.  We  have  a  list  of 
terms  and  testimonials  that  is 
yours  for  the  asking.  Scatter 
P.  D.  Q.  in  furniture  and  around 
edges  of  carpets.  WORCESTER 
Compound  Co..  Worcester. 

GAMES, 

Game  and  Cochin  Banlamsinall  colors,  and  Heanled 
White  Polish  Bantams.  Winners  of  bittliest  lioiiors 
wherever  shown.  Remember  we  have  the  tinc  st  stock 
in  America.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Do^'s  ;!nil  Anfcora 
Cats,  of  the  bluest  blood.   Stamp  for  catalotrue. 

PEIRCK  BROS., 
Lock  Box  4,  WincheBter,  N.  H. 


KarN'I-  Poultry 
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SOWK  SVIUJKSTIVK  FICUrRKS, 
Prvui  thr  Books  of  Mr.  Uenry  ^M>1r(lt-ll.  Maiisfleld,  IHasa. 


Feb..  ••-T. 
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ever)'  sm-h  nuestioii  the  i>oiiit  of  view  shouKl 
be  iiiusi>l«  pp»I.  ami  vn  c  woiiUl  like  it  umlersttMxl 
at  the  outset  that  wo  have  always  oousiiiered 
poultry  from  the  piMlit  stauilpoint.  We  are 
always  riilin:r  that  horse  —  that  is  the  one  eiul 
ami  aim  of  our  cxistem-e,  aud  is  why  we  arjfue 
for  selling  oil"  the  hens  at  al>out  seventein 
months  oKl.  aud  resto<-kin^  the  houses  with  a 
uew  generation  of  well  matured  jiullets;  that 
is  the  key  note  to  the  l>est  profit.  We  have 
siven,  agaiu  aud  again,  eouiparative  statistics 
of  pens  of  hens  and  pens  of  pullets  on  our  farm 
proving;  conclusively  that  the  pullets  are  the 
winter  layers;  anil,  as  it  is  the  winter  ejrsjs 
that  pay  the  cream  of  the  profit,  obviously  it  is 
to  the  pullets  we  must  look  for  that  profit.  If 
we  can  suppose  that  pullets  will  lay  twelve 
dozen  e^s  each  in  a  year,  and  year  old  heus 
nine  dozen  ou'^  each  in  a  year,  we  still  cannot 
credit  tlie  year  old  heus  with  three-fourths  as 
pr«fitjil>le  a  pnxluct  as  the  pullets,  for  this 
reason  —  almost  all  of  the  ditlerence  conies  at 
the  season  of  hish  prices.  AVe  have  very  little 
respect  for  the  bird  that  works  overtime 
when  egirs  are  way  down  in  price;  we  want 
the  bird  that  works  steadily  aud  dilifiently 
when  eg-rs  are  thirty  to  forty  cents  a  dozen. 

Wo  have  l)efore  us  the  table  of  the  ec?  yield 
of  several  pens  of  pullets  and.hens  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Henry  Sowden,  of  Manslield,  Mass., 
and  we  <iuote  it  here  in  proof  of  our  position, 
for  several  reasons.  One  is  l)ecause  it  is  not 
ours,  and  we  prefer,  whenever  we  can,  to 
ijuote  statistics  from  another  farm  rather  than 
from  our  own.  Another  reason  is  that  Mr. 
Sowden  is  an  amateur  poultryman,  lias  been 
i:i  the  business  but  a  couple  of  years,  and  his 
success  is  full  of  eucou rairement  for  other 
amateurs.  We  <juote  here  the  figures  from 
six  of  the  pens:  Pens  two  and  three,  which 
c-ontaine«l  White  Wyandotte  pullets :  pen  five, 
which  contained  White  M'yandotte  hens:  pen 
six  which  eontaine<]  Plymouth  Rock  hens;  and 
pens  seven  ami  eight,  which  contained  Ply- 
mouth Rock  pullets  —  and  we  think  those 
fi.nires  strongly  sustain  our  case.  Take,  for 
example,  pens  two  and  five.  Pen  two,  with 
twenty  White  Wyandotte  i)ullets,  gave  274 
ei^s  in  Decemlier,  O-jfi  eggs  in  January,  3S8 
eggs  in  February  —  a  total  of  1,018,  with  an 
average  of  50  18-20  eggs  apiece  for  the  three 
months.  The  White  Wyandotte  hens  in  pen 
five  produced  but  220  eggs  in  the  same  three 
months,  which  w:is  12  16-17  eggs  apiece,  less 
than  one-fourth  as  many.  The  value  of  the 
eggs  of  pen  two  at  an  average  of  thirty  cents 
per  dozen,  was  $29.()!>;  that  of  pen  five  §6.42. 
Which  was  it  more  profitable  to  keep,  the 
pullets  or  fowls?  Coni|)arc  pens  six  and  seven 
for  another  instance.  Pen  seven,  with  twenty- 
five  P.  Ro<:k  pullets,  produced  1,046  eggs  in 
the  three  months,  which  was  41  21-25  eggs  for 
each  of  the  twenty-five  pullets.  The  value  of 
those  eggs,  at  thirty  cents  per  dozen,  was 
$3<J..51.  The  twenty-four  P.  Rock  hens  in  pen 
six  laid  but  l.ie  eggs  in  the  same  three  months, 
or  5  16-24  eggs  apiece,  of  a  value  of  S3.97.  To 
our  mind,  there  is  nothing  like  such  compara- 
tive figures  to  give  us  a  basis  for  argument 
upon  such  a  question,  and  cerUiinly  from  the 
standpoint  of  "  poultry  for  profit,"  the  hens 
are  not  in  it  compared  with  pullets.  It  is  true 
Mr.  Cushman  draws  a  comparison  between 
what  he  calls  the  quick  maturing,  ''  beefy " 
breeds,  like  AATiite  Wyandottes  and  Plymouth 
Ro<  ks,  and  the  quicker  maturing  Ilamburgs 
and  I.eghoms,  or  slower  maturing  Cochins 
and  Brahmas:  and  w  e  ought  to  say,  here,  that 
we  have  discarded  from  our  farm  both  the 
quicker  and  slower  maturing  breeds,  and  use 
only  the  '•  beefy  "  Wyandottes  and  Plymouth 
Rocks,  for  the  very  reason  that  those  "  beefy  " 
breeds  pay  us  much  the  better  profit;  their 
"  Ijcefiness  "  is  a  factor  of  value,  and  the  money 
part  of  poultry  sent  to  market  ought  to  be 
con>idererl,  as  well  as  the  eggs. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  no  careful  experi- 


ment have  been  made  upon  any  of  the  ques- 
tions raised  in  Mr.  C'ushman's  letter.  He  iisks, 
••  Who  knows  that  a  hen  cannot,  by  the  right 
feed  and  man:igement,  be  made  to  lavas  many 
Cfrgs  the  second  year  as  the  first?"  Then  he 
says  that  "  The  quick  mat  uriiig,  •  beefy "  Wyan- 
dottes and  Plymouth  Rocks  might  not  do  as  well 
the  second  year  as  the  iiuicker  maturing  Ham- 
burgs  and  Leghorns,  or  the  more  sluggish 
Cochins  and  Brahmas."  Special  notice  ought  to 
lie  paid  to  that  right  food  and  management.  He 
knows  what  the  right  fooil  and  management 
of  year  old  hens  is,  and  if,  as  he  suggests,  they 
should  receive  loss  grain  foml  and  more  green 
stuff  and  animal  food,  how  many  poultrymen 
h:ive  the  brains  and  the  executive  ability  to 
carry  out  this  right  feed  and  management? 
Xay,  how  many  poultrymen  separate  their  old 
hens  from  their  pullets,  any  way?  A  few  do, 
we  are  willing  to  admit,  but  the  proportion  in 
one  hundred  is  surprisingly  small.  How  much 
wider  our  knowledge  upon  this  subject  would 
be  if  one  of  the  experiment  stations  would 
take  up  this  question  and  carry  two  or  three 
flocks  of  birds  through  until  they  died  of  old 
age,  noting  carefully  food  conditions,  etc.,  and 
the  egg  product;  also  the  hatchability  of  the 
eggs,  and  the  virility  and  vigor  of  the  oflspring; 
but  no  experiment  station  seems  to  have  the 
"  sand  "  to  undertake  such  a  promising  experi- 
ment. 3Ir.  Cushman  asks,  "When  is  a  hen 
mature?  "  and  then  goes  on  to  say  that  turkeys 
do  not  attain  their  full  size  and  age  until  three 
years  of  age.  We  cannot  see  that  the  turkey 
and  geese  quotations  have  any  bearing  upon 
the  subject.  For  our  own  part,  we  believe 
that  our  common  varieties  of  poultry  arc  fully 
mature  at  ten  to  twelve  months  old ;  that  is, 
have  attained  their  full  slalure  and /till  size, 
excepting  as  they  take  on  additional  fat,  which 
adds  a  trifle  to  the  weight,  but,  generally 
speaking,  subtracts  from  the  vigor  and  virility  ; 
therefore,  we  believe  that  fowls  are  at  their 
best  at  ten  to  thirteen  mouths  old. 

Mr.  Cushman  says,  "  Certainly,  no  one 
should  depend  upon  eggs  of  the  first  season 
for  raising  birds  intended  to  perpetuate  the 
most  superior  and  vigorous  stock."  How  does 
he  know  that?  Has  he  or  any  one  else  care- 
fully tested  and  compared  the  merits  of  stock 
hatched  from  pullets"  eggs,  (or  eggs  of  the  first 
season),  with  that  of  stock  hatched  from  eggs 
of  the  second  or  third  season?  We  believe 
that  prejudice  in  favor  of  hens'  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing is  based  upon  "theory"  only.  One  man 
got  the  idea  into  his  head  that  the  larger  hens' 
eggs  hatched  larger,  stronger  and  more  vigor- 
ous chicks,  and  told  some  one  else  so.  The 
"some  one  else"  accepted  it  as  truth,  and 
helped  it  on  its  way,  and  the  theory  obtained 
a  foothold.  Xo  one  knows,  and  until  wc  can 
have  this  question  accurately  tested,  the  man 
w  ho  believes  to  the  contrary  has  an  equally 
gootl  right  to  his  opinion. 

Mr.  Cushman  says,  "  Then  again,  when  you 
have  taken  such  pains  to  raise  superior  stock 
for  egg  production ,  why  should  you  offset  their 
first  cost  with  but  one  season's  work?"  He 
overlooks  the  fact  that  we  believe  in  progress, 
and  that  the  offspring  of  this  superior  stock 
should  be  still  more  superior.  We  do  not 
believe  in  deterioration,  and  we  want  to  make 
each  year's  stock  better  laying  and  of  higher 
average  excellence  than  that  of  the  season 
before.  That  is  one  advantage  of  reproducing 
the  laying  breeding  stock  every  year,  aud 
breeding  from  selected  specimens  only  —  that 
you  get  a  step  ahead  every  year,  and  if  you 
continue  to  breed  from  the  old  stock  you  stand 
still. 

Mr.  Cushman  makes  much  of  the  fact  that 
pullets  lay  smaller  eggs  than  old  hens,  and 
says,  "  The  eggs  that  won  the  premiums  for 
size  and  weight  at  both  the  Boston  shows  were 
from  old  hens."  Of  course  they  would  be, 
because  old  hens  lay  larger  eggs,  and  premiums 
for  size  and  weight  are,  of  course,  pfcmiums 


ottered  for  hens'  eggs.  In  nine  hundred  aud 
ninety-nine  markets  out  of  a  thousand  the 
medium  size  eggs  sell  for  as  nuu'h  as  the  very 
large  ones.  In  other  words,  size  is  not  con- 
sidered at  all.  Extremely  small  oues,  of 
course,  do  not  command  the  "  going"  price. 

We  cannot  see  that  Mr.  Cushman  makes 
a  point  in  quoting  the  producer  who  sells 
carefully  graded,  large  brown  eggs  to  one 
large  dealer  for  a  fancy  price,  because  he 
leaves  wholly  out  of  the  question  the  cost  of 
those  large  brown  eggs.  To  return  to  our 
first  illustration, —  if  a  year  old  hen  will  pro- 
duce nine  dozen  of  eggs,  and  a  pullet  in  her 
first  year  of  laying  maturity  Will  produce 
twelve  dozen,  obviously,  the  hen's  eggs  should 
fetch  a  premium  of  twenty-five  per  cent  above 
the  pullet's  eggs  in  order  to  balance  the 
account.  Mr.  Cushman  knows  very  well  that 
no  eggs  do  that.  A  premium  of  about  five 
cents  per  dozen  is  paid  for  those  eggs,  but  as 
the  eggs  cost  fully  ten  cents  per  dozen  more 
than  puilets'  eggs,  obviously,  the  producer  of 
those  fancy  eggs  is  not  making  as  much  on 
them  as  he  would  make  on  a  twenty-five  jier 
cent  greater  product  at  the  slightly  lesser 
price.  It  takes  not  a  great  detil  of  mathemat- 
ical ability  to  cy|iher  that  out !  The  producer 
whom  Mr.  Cushman  quotes  says,  "  AVe  get 
larger  eggs  from  two  and  three  year  old  hens. 
They  do  not  lay  so  many  eggs,  but  they  are 
larger  and  finer,  and  help  the  reputation  of 
the  producer."'  That  is  all  right;  we  sec 
nothing  new  or  very  striking  in  it.  The  point 
we  make  is  that  they  do  not  help  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  producer  sufficiently,  (nor  swell 
the  price  sufficiently),  to  make  up  the  greater 
cost.  AVe  used  this  very  argument  in  a  con- 
versation with  a  large  dealer  in  Boston,  who 
sells  thousands  of  eggs  each  week  to  the  best 
Back  Bay  trade,  and  who  thought  he  was 
doing  a  grand  thing  in  paying  Brahma  and 
Cochin  breeders  five  cents  a  dozen  above 
market  price  for  their  Brahma  and  Cochin 
eggs.  AVe  did  a  little  figuring  with  him,  and 
he  was  completely  nonplussed  when  we 
showed  him  that  those  Brahnui  and  Cochin 
eggs  were  costing  the  growers  of  them  fully 
ten  cents  per  dozen  more  than  other  eggs 
would  cost,  and  yet  he  was  only  paying  five 
cents  premium  on  them.  AVe  could  not  see 
where  the  producer  was  benefited  l)y  that 
arrangement ! 

AA'e  are  not  at  all  sorry  to  have  this  question 
come  up  once  more.  AA'e  will  be  glad  indeed 
of  light  upon  it,  but  feel  bound  to  admit  that 
in  our  experience,  observation  and  study  of 
the  question  we  have  found  7io  evidence  that 
a  year  old  or  two  year  old  hen  woulil  be  any- 
where near  as  profitable  as  is  a  pullet  in  the 
first  year  of  her  laying  maturity.  Nor  is 
there  one  scintilla  of  evidence  that  the 
chickens  hatched  from  a  hen's  eggs  are 
stronger  and  more  vigorous,  or  produce 
"superior"  stock,  to  the  chickens  from  the 
eggs  of  a  fully  matured  pullet.  AA'e  believe  in 
progress,  and  we  want  all  the  light  we  can  get 
upon  this  and  many  other  unsolved  problems; 
but  we  submit  that  "  theory  "  is  not  evidence, 
and  until  we  have  some  evidence  that  year  old 
and  two  year  old  hens  will  pay  anywhere 
near  as  good  a  profit,  or  that  their  eggs  will 
produce  stronger  and  more  vigorous  aud 
"  superior"  stock,  we  shall  continue  to  breed 
largely  from  early  hatched  and  well  maturetf 
])ullets ;  and  firmly  l)eiieve  that  we  are  further- 
ing our  own  best  interests  and  improving 
our  stock  by  so  doing.         A.  F.  Huntek. 
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What  Constitutes  a  Good  Brooder. 

Today  tbere  are  plenty  of  people  scoriug 
themselves  as  ignoramuses  find  failures 
because  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  success- 
fully raise  brooder  chicks.  Sometimes  their 
rating  is  just,  sometimes  it  is  rankly  unjust  to 
themselves;  because  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  brooder  and  not  the  operator,  is  the  source 
of  failure.  Or  the  ditllculty  may  lie  even 
further  back,  i.  e.,  with  the  hatching  machine. 
Chicks  poorly  incubated,  chilled  or  over- 
heated and  brought  out  weak  and  sickly,  are 
too  much  of  a  handicap.  Even  an  expert 
could  not  raise  them.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
only  the  expert  who  knows  too  much  to 
bother  with  them ;  even  as  it  is  only  the 
expert  who  is  not  sure  to  have  them  to  bother 
with. 

Granting  that  the  chicks  are  strong  and 
well  hatched,  it  needs  a  level  head,  one  that 
can  balance  very  fairly  the  claims  of  rival 
manufacturers,  one  that  can  see  in  advance 
the  neces.sary  points  of  a  good  machine,  to 
select  a  brooder  that  will  do  good  work. 
Nowhere  is  time  better  spent,  or  money  more 
surely  saved,  than  in  this  study— and  it  is 
because  one  may  study  both  failures  and  suc- 
cesses, (the  failures  and  successes  of  the  other 
fellow),  in  them,  that  poultry  papers  lend 
such  valuable  aid.  Nowhere  else  can  this  aid 
be  had,  unless  one  has  friends  in  the  work. 
Nowhere  else  can  one  get  the  freshness  of 
ever-recurring  experiences. 

Perhaps  the  tirst  requirement  of  a  good 
brooder  is  thac  it  shall  be  of  sufficient  size. 
Though  the  manufacturer  names  the  number 
of  chicks  it  may  hold,  responsibility  for 
crowding  falls  finally  on  the  user,  who  deter- 
mines the  number  of  chicks  actually  brooded 
therein.  Almost  any  brooder  will  hold  its 
"catalogue  number"  of  newly  hatched 
chicks— while  ten  days  later,  one-half  that 
number  will  be  all  (possibly  more  than)  it 
ought  to  carry ;  but  the  operator  may  always 
have  this  consolation — if  he  overcrowd,  the 
chicks  will  die  off  to  the  requisite  number, 
and  then  be  will  have  room  enough.  After 
sufficient  size,  about  the  tirst  thing  I  should 
stipulate  for  would  be  a  chance  to  move  away 
from  the  heat.  If,  as  is  often  said,  the  chicks 
are  their  own  thermometer,  they  form  one  so 
variable  that  no  man  can  fathom  it.  Outside 
changes  in  temperature  may  run  the  ther- 
mometer far  up  or  down  unexpectedly  dur- 
ing the  night;  this  is  well  known.  It  is  not 
often  noticed  that  the  chicks  want  a  higher 
temperature  during  cold  spells;  whereas,  they 
are  quite  sure  to  get  a  lower  temperature 
unless  the  operator  be  unusually  watchful 
and  judicious.  A  temperature  of  90°  will 
often  drive  a  three  weeks  old  chick  outside  for 
air,  if  the  weather  be  warm  ;  while,  if  it  be 
cool  outside,  he  will  snug  contentedly  under 
the  cover,  chattering  to  his  mates  of  the 
delights  of  a  temperature  of  90°.  It  is  this, 
together  with  the  ill  effects  of  cold,  which 
makes  me  like  to  be  very  sure  that  the  brooder 
shall  be  warm  enough,  while  insisting  that 
the  chicks  shall  have  a  chance  to  move  out 
when  necessary.  By  "  out,"  I  do  not  mean 
from  under  shelter,  but  from  the  hover  to  the 
main  portion  of  the  brooder,  which  I  think 
should  always  be  enclosed  if  for  use  out  of 
doors. 

This  brings  us  to  another  point,  namely, 
the  fact  that  such  enclosure  is  also  necessary 
as  a  shelter  from  storm,  if  the  brooder  be, 
literally,  an  "out  door"  brooder,  located 
neither  in  a  building  nor  under  a  shed.  Some 
makes  are  offered  with  a  sort  of  drop  shelter 
board  at  the  front,  to  be  bought  or  not,  at  the 
buyer's  option.  It  is  the  poorest  of  poor 
economy  to  try  to  get  along  without  this 
shelter  board. 

Adequate  provision  for  diffusion  of  air 
under  the  hover  is  a  point  where  some  of  the 
highest  priced  brooders  fail.  Before  May 
there  is  much  air  stirring  always,  and  this 
fault  is  not  so  fatal ;  but  if  one  uses  a  brooder 
in  May  and  early  June,  there  must  needs  be 
some  provision  for  extra  fresh  air  beyond  that 
which  is  needed  during  the  early  months. 
The  advancing  heat  of  the  season  acts  detri- 
mentally in  two  ways :  first,  the  brooder  is 
likely  to  get  very  hot  and  close,  even  with  the 
best  of  care;  but  far  worse  than  this,  though 
much  less  often  noted,  the  lamps  must  be  run 
so  low  that  they  give  off'  ill  odors  constantly, 
and  these,  in  spite  of  all  assertions  to  the  con- 
trary,- do  affect  the  air  in  the  brooder.   It  is 


far  better  to  have  more  air  under  the  hover, 
aud  then  to  run  the  lamp  higher.  This  may 
seem  to  mean  greater  expense,  but  it  really 
means  greater  economy,  for  the  extra  cost  of 
oil  is  far  more  than  balanced  by  the  saving  in 
chicks. 

All  but  the  merest  greenhorns  know  in  these 
advanced  days  that  there  should  be  no  corners 
in  brooders;  but  many  still  have  them,  and  a 
simple  device  may  dispense  with  them  at  the 
cost  of  a  very  little  room.  A  thick  slip  of 
pasteboard,  of  a  width  equal  to  the  height  of 
the  hover,  being  tacked  on  edge  in  a  slightly 
curved  position  across  a  corner,  effectually 
disposes  of  the  latter.  One  must  see,  too, 
that  there  are  no  traps  in  and  around  the 
brooder  to  catch  the  chicks,  and  no  raveled 
fringes  to  choke  them. 

Given  a  thoroughly  good  brooder,  and  there 
are  still  left  ditliculties  that  lie  with  the  opera- 
tor. There  are  many  good  formulas  for  feed- 
ing. With  a  well  proportioned  food  formula, 
the  difficulties  narrow  down  mainly  to  three, 
namely,  crowding;  lack  of  the  absolutely 
essential  grit,  charcoal  and  green  stuff;  failure 
to  separate  and  grade  according  to  eating 
capacity  and  strength.  At  two  or  three  weeks 
of  age,  I  look  upon  this  grading  as  a  necessity. 
It  will  "  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone,"  too, 
while  saving  many;  for,  although  It  is  not 
universally  true,  it  is  generally  the  case,  that 
a  division  into  two  lots  of  stronger  and  weaker 
divides  the  cockerels  from  the  pullets.  If 
among  the  weaker  lot  are  found  some  whose 
weakness  is  constitutional,  or  due  to  slow 
eating,  they  should  surely  be  disposed  of 
during  the  season,  for  they  are  the  material 
out  of  which  future  deadheads  are  made. 

A  word  about  so-called  toy  incubators  and 
brooders.  I  by  no  means  wish  to  go  on 
record  as  against  them.  Properly  constructed, 
they  fill  a  long  felt  want.  Small  hatches  and 
brooders  of  almost  every  capacity  were  wanted 
long  before  they  were  suppHed.  They  can  be 
made  practical  and  satisfactory.  They  are 
made,  some  of  them,  so  as  to  be  absolutely 
worthless.  Last  year  I  handled  one  of  these 
small  brooders,  and  found  it  to  be  what  Mr. 
Page,  in  the  January  number  of  Farm-Poul- 
try calls  "  a  slaughter  pen."  It  was  abso- 
lutely lacking  in  every  point  which  I  have 
mentioned  as  necessary  to  a  good  brooder. 
Besides  this,  it  was  so  illy  proportioned  to  the 
size  of  the  lamp  that  it  was  impossible  to 
keep  the  temperature  below  100°,  even  with 
it  running  as  low  as  it  was  possible  to  keep  it 
alight,  and  giving  oft'  a  constant  vile  odor. 
The  bottom  heat,  too,  was  altogether  too 
strong  to  suit  my  ideas  as  to  what  was  requi- 
site. A  very  little  head  work,  however,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  boring  bit  and  two  boxes, 
transformed  it  into  a  very  practical  brooder. 
With  the  aid  of  one  box,  the  lamp  compart- 
ment was  made  larger  and  deeper.  The  other 
took  the  place  of  the  framework  of  the  brooder 
proper.  Its  heavy  bottom,  together  with  the 
enlargement  of  the  lamp  compartment, 
brought  the  bottom  heat  down  to  a  reasonable 
point.  Its  floor  area  being  larger  than  that  of 
the  lamp  compartment,  gave  some  slight 
opportunity  for  the  chicks  to  move  into  cooler 
quarters  if  desiring  to  do  so,  while  its  enlarged 
capacity  lessened  both  the  crowding  and  the 
excessive  heat.  As  the  "scientific"  portion 
of  the  purchased  brooder  was  still  used,  per- 
haps the  whole  might  be  regarded  as  merely 
an  "  improvement"  thereupon. 

Cranford,  N.  J.  Myra  V.  Norys. 


From  the  Golden  Gate. 

A  subscriber  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  writes  as 
follows:  "I  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  answer 
the  following  questions  for  rae.  Their  seri- 
ousness to  us  is  my  reason  for  thus  troubling 
you.  Your  answers  in  Farm-Poultrv  give 
us  confidence  in  your  advice. 

"  We  have  established  a  poultry  ranch  on  the 
first  of  the  foothills  back  of  Oakland.  We 
have  eleven  hundred  fowls.  Brown  Leghorns, 
Buff"  Leghorns,  Minorcas  and  Houdans,  and 
crosses  from  these  breeds. 

"  The  houses  are  6  x  10  ft.  inside,  7  ft.  high  in 
front,  and  4 ft.  high  in  rear,  with  shed  6x  6ft. ; 
and  each  yard  is  25  x  125  ft.  In  each  house  we 
have  thirty-five  hens.  The  houses  are  cleaned 
once  or  twice  weekly,  and  kept  dosed  with 
lime  sweepings  and  straw.  The  feed  —6  to  7 
A.  M.,  soft  feed  composed  of  ground  barley 
two-thirds,  and  bran  one-third,  soaked  over 
night,  with  cold  water  in  summer,  and  hot  in 


winter,  except  on  Wednesdays  and  Sundays, 
when  they  get  cocoanut  and  middlings 
(scalded).  For  each  pen  of  thirty-five  hens 
we  feed  near  two  gallons  of  these  mixtures 
(pretty  dry).  With  the  soft  feed  we  feed  cut 
plucks,  sometimes  raw,  sometimes  cooked. 
During  the  day  we  feed  a  large  amount  of 
cabbage  and  cut  clover  or  other  grasses. 
Shell  aud  gravel  are  always  kept  in  the  yard. 

"  Evening  feed  consists  of  grain,  principally 
wheat,  except  in  winter,  when  we  feed  wheat 
and  corn  alternately,  about  four  lbs.  of  grain 
for  each  thirty-five  hens.  The  yards  are  fre- 
quently ploughed  and  harrowed,  and  barley 
thrown  in  for  scratching. 

"  We  have  suffered  very  heavy  losses  with 
diarrhoea;  aud  many  deaths  have  occurred 
whi(;h  we  cannot  account  for.  Fowls  are  still 
dying  at  the  rate  of  about  one  daily. 

"  Can  you  tell  me  in  what  we  are  feeding 
wrongly?  One  of  the  hens  has  been  laying 
eggs  with  more  or  less  blood  in  the  whites. 
What  is  the  cause  of  this?  We  have  some 
hens  which  lose  the  use  of  their  legs,  but 
otherwise  are  all  right,  and  sometimes  keep 
on  laying. 

"  We  feel  we  are  not  doing  quite  the  right 
thing  (somewhere)  and  shall  be  glad  of  any 
advice  you  can  give  us  in  your  next  issue." 

[Ocercrovxliny  and  overfeeding  are  the 
causes  of  the  trouble  here.  Thirty-five  hens 
are  more  than  three  times  too  many  for  a 
house  6  x  10  ft.  It  is  a  well  known  law  of 
physics  that  two  bodies  cannot  occupy  the 
same  space  at  the  same  time.  When  we  tell 
people  that  two  or  three  hens  cannot  be  kept 
in  the  space  barely  sufficient  for  one,  and  kept 
in  healthy  condition  and  good  laying  order, 
they  assent  to  our  proposition.  So  far  so 
good;  but  they  don't  and  won't  practice  what 
we  preach.  They  keep  light  on  trying  to 
handle  fowls  in  crowded  quarters,  regardless 
of  the  fact  that  over  and  over  again  it  has  been 
conclusively  demonstrated  that  overcrowding 
will  not  work. 

If  our  correspondent,  having  first  reduced 
the  number  of  hens  in  each  pen,  will  reverse 
the  rations  of  barley  meal  and  bran  in  the 
morning  feed,  and  will  use  two  or  three  times 
a  week  corn  metd  instead  of  the  barley  meal; 
if  instead  of  merety  wetting  the  mash  he  will 
scald  or  cook  it;  and  will  feed  no  more  of 
mash  and  whole  grain  than  the  fowls  will  eat 
up  quickly  and  greedily,  he  will  soon  find  no 
cause  to  complain  of  sickness  among  his  fowls. 

After  the  hens  have  commenced  laying  we 
would  advise  to  gradually  change  the  propor- 
tions of  meal  and  bran  in  the  morning  feed 
until  the  composition  is  about  half-and-half. 
Then  don't  feed  more  than  the  fowls  will 
clean  up  in,  say,  three  minutes.  With  Leg- 
horns some  poultrynien  find  it  advisable  when 
the  hens  are  laying  heavily  to  keep  dry  bran 
mixed  with  about  one-fourth  meal  where  the 
hens  can  have  access  to  it  at  all  times.  The  hens 
will  not  overeat  of  the  dry  bran,  and  yet  there 
is  no  danger  of  their  being  underfed  —  not 
having  sufficient  material  to  keep  the  egg 
machine  going. —  Ed.] 

''Sanitas" 

is  an  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant, and  is  necessary  to  produce  healthy 
birds.  "Sanitas"  disinfecting  powder 
should  be  freely  sprinkled  in  the  yards 
and  used  as  a  whitewash.  It  destroys 
lice  and  prevents  disease. 

"  How  to  Disinfect,"  a  book  sent  free  to  all  poul- 

trymen, 

Tbe  American  &  Continental  "Sanitas"  Co.  Ltd. 

636  to  642  West  S5th  St.,  New  York  City. 
You  liave  heard  ol 

Buffiiton  aim  Hie  Buffs. 

Ho  lias  irdur-c.l  till'  iiriif  of  CKtrs,  anil  will  sell  from 

tlic  following  varieties. 
Buff '\Vvan(l..lti'!-,  Hull  an. I  Han-ed  P.  Itoeks,  IStifT  and 
White  LeKhornt,  linll  ami  lilack   Cochins.  Rhode 
Island  Reds  and  Wliile  Wou.lers  S1.25for  13;  SS  for  40. 

KOWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
 Box  K77,  Fall  Kiver,  Mass. 

feel  Wheels 

Staggered  Oval  Spokes. 

,j  BUY  A  SET  TO  FIT  YOUB  NEW  OR  OLD  WACOS 

CHEAPEST  AND  BEST 

^vay  to  ETf  t  a  low  wagon.  Any  sizo 
wliet'l,  any  width  tire.  Catal.  fbee. 

ELECTRIC  WHEEL  GO.,Quincy,  III. 


of  Hires  Rootbeer 
on  a  sweltering  hot 
day  is  highly  essen- 
tial to  comfort  and 
health.  It  cools  the 
blood,  reduces  your 
temperature,  tones 
the  stomach. 

HIRES 

Rootbeer 

should  be  in  every 
home,  in  every 
office,  in  every  work- 
shop. A  temperance 
drink,  more  health- 
ful than  ice  water, 
more  delightful  and 
satisfying  than  any 
other  beverage  pro- 
duced. 

Made  only  by  the  Charlel  B, 
Hires  Co.,  Pliiladelphil.  A  p«0*. 
ac;e  makes  5  g^lOQB.   Sold  •?* 

trvivberc. 


ELBRIDGE  C.  COMEY, 

Originator  and  Breeder 

of  the  celebrated 

"DUKE  of  YORK" 


STRAIN  OF 


UNEQUALED  for  their  great  SIZE,  grand 
SHAPE,  superb  COI.OK,  fine  COMB,  profuse 
MIDDLE  TOE  FEATHERING, and  superior 
LAYING  QUALITIES. 

The  "DTIKE  o£  YOItK"  LIGHT  BRAHMAS, are 
the  result  of  careful  study  in  mating  for  Finest 
Points,  without  detriment  to  UxtLtTY.  Tliey  have 
been  breed  continuously  since  1863,  reg;n-(lless  of 
Labor  or  Expense,  upon  Farms,  allowing  free 
ranpre,  and  are  a  Vigorous,  Prolific  strain,  possess- 
ing Perfect  Bkaiima  Character,  according  to  the 
"Standard  of  Perfection." 

Tliey  have  Won  a  large  number  of  the  HiraiEST 
Prizes  yearly  at  the  Prominent  Exhibitions 
in  United  States  and  Canada,  in  the  hands  of 
njy  customers. 

FIKST-CLASS  Birds  for  sah-  at  reasonable 
prices.  SPECIAL  RATES  made  those  wanting 
large  numbers.  PARTICULAR  ATTENTION 
given  to  mating  for  best  results  in  breeding,  according 
to  Points  and  Pedigree. 

X'^^  €^  SI  F'^om  SELECTED  MATINGS 
Xd\y  of  EXHIBITION  BIRDS,  at 

$3.00  per  sitting  of  13  Eggs ;  $5.00  for  3  sit- 
tings; S7.0<)  for  3  sittings ;  $lO.00  for  5  sit- 
tings, carefully  paclied  and  delivered  to  Ex- 
press in  BOSTON. 

NO  CIECUIiAKS.     WRITE  FOR  WANTS. 

20  granite  St.  t  SOMEBVILLE,Mass. 

FRESH  CUT  BONE 


Also  Beef  Scraps,  O.  K.  Animal  Food,  Oyster  Sliells, 
Fish  Meal,  Granulated  Bone,  Steamed  Meat,  Grit, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  &  HOLMES, 
Springfield,  Mass. 


C.  A.  BARTLETT, 

Send  for  catalogue. 


Worcester,  Mass. 


Ara  dJFIIC>  best  grade  line  ground  for  poul- 
otA  alltLLa  try  feed.  Best  aud  cheapest 
ytn  Vlikkkw  shells  known  Sl.2.5  hbl.-5  ^bl. 
at  $1.00.  Discmuit  in  quantity.   Samples,  2  cents. 

F.  P.  KNOWLES,  Guilford.  Conn. 


'Wo  fvlsb.  totcstitytotho 
g-ood  qualii  ies  of  tlx9 

iSuccessfol  locoliator. 

"We  wore  Jiatclied  by 
it,  and  Imow  wiex-eof  wej 

epealc, 
"We  did'nt  die  in  the  shell  for  laet  [ 
of  moisture,  because  this  machine  gene- 
rates its  own  moisture."  Other  new  feat-  [ 
ores  fully  explained  in  catalogue.  Sent  i 
for  6  cents  in  stamps. 
DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO. 
Boa  id.     DES  MOmES,  lA. 
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Karm-  Poultry 
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Klciiu'iitary  Poultry  8i'ifiioe. 

SiiO  a  frk-ml  to  me  one  day,  I've  learned 
one  thin:;,  at  lea*t,  from  my  experience  this 
»e;iM>n  :  it  won't  do  to  fee»I  any  wheat  to  young 
chickens.  I  killevi  morv  than  fifty  of  mine  by 
feeUinsj  wheat." 

"You  may  have  led  wheat,  and  also  lost 
chicks,"  w  as  my  reply ;  "  yet  the  wheat  did  not 
kill  the  chicks.  I  hatch  more  than  ten  to  your 
one,  and  you  lose  more  than  ten  to  my  one, 
though  my  chicks  are  fed  wheat  daily  from 
the  time  they  leave  the  nest." 

Thi>  man  would  be  classed  above  the  average 
in  intelligence.  He  had  for  a  numl>er  of  years 
successfully  conducted  a  business  of  some 
magnitude,  and  still  he  w  as  incapable  of  mak- 
ing orginal  investigations:  i.  e.,  observing  ami 
roasoaing  for  himself,  de^lucing  theories  from 
his  observations,  and  testing  his  theories  by 
experiments.  This  is  where  so  many  poultry- 
men  are  at  fault.  Few  of  us  are  persistent  in 
the  search  for  causes.  Having  settleil  in  our 
minds  that  this  or  that  thing  may  have  pro- 
dui-ed  a  certain  result,  we  let  the  matter  rest 
there,  making  no  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
cause  we  have  yMcsst*/  is  what  logicians  call 
the  e_ficie»t  cause  —  the  cause  without  which 
the  result  would  not  have  l>een  brought  about. 

Much  of  what  pas>es  uott-a-<lays  for  science 
in  poultry  culture  has  the  form  of  science 
without  the  substance.  t)f  much  more  it 
might  truthfully  be  said  that  while  it  has  the 
name,  it  lacks  l>otb  the  form  and  the  substance. 

As  I  write  I  have  in  mind  a  bullrtin  once 
issued  from  the  agricultural  experiment  station 
of  one  of  our  slate  universilie.-.  It  purported 
to  give  the  results  of  an  experiment  made  to 
determine  the  relative  value  as  egg  pitxlucers 
of  some  of  our  most  popular  breeds  of  fowl. 
The  number  of  represenUitives  of  each  breeil 
in  this  experimeut  varied  considerably.  Of 
some  kinds  there  w:is  but  a  single  hen;  of 
others  there  were  ten  or  twelve,  or  more. 
The  largest  egg  yield  reporteil  would  have  been 
a  disgrace  to  any  amateur:  the  lowest  was  a 
disgrace  to  the  man  w  ho  conducted  the  experi- 
ment: yet  the  state  paid  for  the  printing  of  a 
bulletin,  etlitors  who  should  have  known  t^etter 
^epubli^hed  it,  and  thousands,  no  doubt, 
accepted  its  conclusions  as  authoritative,  if  not 
as  final. 

Look  at  some  of  the  tables  of  the  results  of 
chemical.analyses  of  foods  and  at  the  scientific 
rations  (so  called )  based  on  these  tables.  Look 
at  the  descriptions  of  diseases  and  of  pests  — 
so  filled  with  technical  terms  and  phra?e>  that 
noue  but  specialists  can  read  them  at  all. 
What  wonder  that  many  have  turned  from 
such  stufi'  in  disgu^t,  saying  that  if  this  was 
science  they  would  have  none  of  it ! 

This  stuff  is  not  science.  .Such  methods  are 
not  scientific.  An  experiment  to  determine 
the  relative  values  of  the  different  breeds  can- 
not l>e  called  complete  if  only  continued 
through  a  single  season.  Analyses  of  food  are 
useful  —  so  are  studies  of  diseases;  but  it  will 
re<iuire  many  series  of  experiments  to  settle 
the  question  of  egg  production  (conceding 
that  it  can  be  settled ;  the  chemical  analysis 
of  an  article  of  food  does  not  always  show  its 
feeding  value;  and  there  is  no  more  sense  in 
investigating  diseases  and  making  the  results 
inaccessible  to  those  for  whose  benefit  the 
work  is  supposed  to  be  done  than  there  is  in 
doing  useless  work  of  any  other  kind. 

•  .  • 

We  need  to  be  more  alive  to  the  importance 
of  accurate  knowledge.  AVe  need  to  Ije  filled 
with  the  scientific  spirit.  I  hope  no  one  who 
does  not  know  what  the  scientific  spirit  is  will 
be  moved  to  exclaim  that  practical  people  do 
not  need  it.  Those  who  would  be  practical 
need  this  spirit  most.  If  they  have  it  not, 
they  should  at  once  set  about  acquiring  it. 

What  t  call  the  scientific  spirit  closely 
resembles  at  many  points  what  is  generally 
known  as  common  .■•ense.  Do  not  understand 
me  as  saying  that  they  are  the  same  thing,  for 
they  are  not,  though  they  have  many  points  in 
common. 

Common  sense  is  defined  as  inborn  clear- 
ness of  mental  vision,  prudence,  sagaciousness, 
as  distinguished  from  a  combinalion  of  the 
same  qualities  resulting  from  acquired  habits 
or  trainlag.  We  may  put  it  also  in  another 
way:  EiJucated  persons,  whether  possessed 
of  native  common  sense  or  not,  reason  more 
correctly,  their  judgments  are  more  accurate, 
their  opinions  more  valuable  than  they  would 
be  if  these  persons  lacked  education.   On  the 


other  band,  it  is  a  well  known  and  remarkable 
fact  that  there  are  certain  persons  who,  ue\  er 
having  had  educational  advantages,  compete 
ou  more  than  equal  ternis  w  ith  the  average  of 
educated  mcu  in  every  walk  in  life  where 
education  is  not  the  essential  thing.  The 
success  of  these  uieu  is  attributable  to  the 
possession  in  an  extraordinary  degree  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  the  men  who  add  to  native 
common  sense  an  iusatiable  in«iuisitiveness  are 
those  to  whom  the  world  is  indebted  for  its 
progress  iu  kuowledge. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  scientific  spirit 
is  the  disposition  to  reject  doctrines  and  dog- 
mas, old  and  new,  unless  accompanied  by 
satisfactory  proofs;  with  this  disposition  there 
should  be  ever  present  a  willingness  to  examine 
without  prejudice  all  .ispects  of  every  questiou. 
A  .scieutific  mind  is  cautious,  critical  and 
skeptical;  it  demands  reasons,  demonstrations, 
proofs. 

It  needs  do  more  than  conimou  sense  to  show 
us  how  much  of  \vh:it  passes  for  kuowledge  in 
poultrydom  is  mere  conjecture,  hypothesis, 
theory.  One  mau  has  a  theory  th:it  cross-bred 
fowls  are  better  for  the  farmer  than  thorough- 
breds. He  has  made  many  observations,  con- 
ducted some  experiments,  and  the  results,  as 
he  sees  them,  tend  to  confirm  his  theory.  How 
rarely  does  it  happen  that  such  a  mau  iu  giving 
his  view  s  tells  us  that  his  conclusions  are  sub- 
jei-t  to  revision?  Does  not  the  investigator  as 
a  rule  come  out  flat-footed  and  say, '' C  ross- 
breds  are  better  for  farmers  than  thorough- 
breds; 1  have  observed.  I  have  experimented, 
I  know? " 

So,  assuming  that  the  question  is  now 
settled,  this  man  does  no  more  investigating 
along  that  special  line.  This  man  is  a  mechan- 
ical scientist.  Sadly  deficient  in  common 
.sense,  he  also  hieks  that  peculiar  beut  of  mind 
which  impels  to  exhaustive  researches,  which 
creates  a  mental  hunger  for  knowledge. 

Let  me  call  attention  now  to  a  class  of 
people  in  most  respects  the  opposites  of  the 
man  I  have  been  describing.  Knowing  noth- 
ing of  current  scientific  methods  and  terms, 
not  consciously  making  observations  or  experi- 
ments, they  still  seem  to  grasp  the  salient 
points  of  experiments  fuipfeiiiyir/  before  their 
eyes;  they  arrrive  without  apparent  mental 
effort  at  correct  conclusions,  and  still  without 
.seeming  effort  apply  what  they  know  in  the 
everyday  affairs  of  business  and  of  life. 

The  sphere  in  w  hich  a  man  of  this  class 
moves  is  as  circumscribed  as  that  of  the  other, 
but  I  have  greater  hope  of  him  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  a  poultry  science.  His  deficiencies  are 
of  a  kind  that  can  be  supplied  more  easily 
than  those  of  the  half-baked  scientist. 

John  H.  Kobixson. 


A  Believer  in  the  Hen. 

This  paper  will  begin  with  a  confession.  I 
was  originally  a  total  disbeliever  in  the  hen. 
She  was,  w  ith  me,  a  fowl  simply  brought  into 
existence  to  make  life  miserable  for  us  poor 
men,  and  to  be  tolerated  only  because  of  the 
pleas  of  the  gentler  sex.  Born  with  an  insa- 
tiable appetite,  and  the  most  destructive  of  all 
creatures  so  far  as  relates  to  her  beak  and 
claws,  I  had  thought  she  never  should  be 
allowed  to  occupy  any  place  of  couse<iuencc 
upon  my  premises.  I  no  longer  hold  this  view. 
Why? 

Well,  I  still  hold  that  the  hen  out  of  place  is 
a  troublesome  thing.  She  will  do  an  iuiniense 
amount  of  damage  outof  hersphere.  So  I  have 
been  trying  to  find  the  hen's  sphere — and  we, 
wife  and  I,  think  we  have  found  it.  Early  iu 
the  game  it  began  to  be  evident  to  me  that  the 
hen,  in  proportion  to  her  value,  was  more 
profitable  than  any  other  thing  in  the  shape 
of  beast  or  fowl  upon  the  farm.  My  wife 
attended  to  that  branch  of  the  business,  and 
does  now.  Keeping  a  record  of  her  transac- 
tions, she  was  always  able  to  .show  a  balance 
on  the  right  side.  This  opened  my  eyes  grad- 
ually, and  from  being  an  opponent  of  the 
hen  I  began  to  look  with  favor  upon  her. 
Beginning  with  a  few  hens,  by  degrees  we 
increased  our  flock  until  it  outgrew  the  house, 
and  then  we  made  plans  to  enlarge  the  build- 
ing. The  past  winter  I  have  got  out  timbers 
for  a  hen  house  twice  the  size  of  the  old  one. 

The  food  is  all  raised  on  the  place,  except 
the  brau.  In  the  morning  the  hens-get  a  warm 
feed  composed  of  bran  and  meal.  Later  in 
the  day  they  are  fed  corn  on  the  cob.  so  that 
they  may  be  compelled  to  work  for  what  they 


get,  or  buckwheat  or  oats  scattered  in  chaff  or 
straw.  Iu  winter  a  cabbage  is  hung  up  in  the 
house  at  such  a  height  from  the  lloorthat  they 
c;ui  only  reach  it  by  jumping.  Shells  are  pro- 
viilcd  duriu,!^  confinement,  and  a  box  of  dust 
which  they  greatly  enjoy.  By  setting  hens 
early  we  get  pullets  which  begin  to  lay  in  the 
early  winter,  and  keep  it  up  while  eggs  bring 
a  good  price.  As  to  breed,  we  have  White 
Leghorns  and  Barred  Plymouth  Kocks. 

We  fence  the  garden  with  wire,  and  have  a 
yard  inclosed  iu  the  same  way  in  which  the 
hens  are  confined  whenever  occasion  ileinands. 
Instead  of  looking  ui)on  the  hen  as  au  enemy 
to  our  peace  and  bodily  comfort,  we  consider 
her  one  of  our  best  friends.— E.  L.  VlXCKNT, 
in  MassacliHsetls  I'loughmun. 


Crossing. 


It  may  pay  a  farmer  to  endeavor  to  improve 
a  lot  of  scrub  cows  by  using  pure  bred  males, 
as  it  will  be  the  best  thing  he  can  do  if  his 
capital  is  limited;  but  any  farmer  who  will 
use  scrub  hcus  and  begin  with  them  as  a 
foundation  for  improvement  will  lose  a  year 
or  tw  Q  by  so  doing,  as  he  can  get  fowls  or  eggs 
of  pure  breeds  at  such  small  cost  that  it  will 
be  really  extravagant  to  retain  the  scrubs, 
ilore  ell'ort  has  been  made  In  improving  scrub 
fowls  than  with  large  stock ;  but  nothing  of 
importance  has  been  gained  thereby.  On  the 
contrary,  the  use  of  scrubs  as  a  foundation  has 
retarded  progress.  The  farmers  must  first 
get  rid  of  the  supposition  that  crossing  breeds 
is  an  advantage.  If  they  should  judiciously 
cross,  knowing  what  they  are  doing,  they 
might  probably  accomplish  something;  but  as 
it  is,  they  do  more  harm  by  crossing  than  is 
expected.  For  instance,  let  the  farmer  have 
two  breeds— Plymouth  Uocks  and  Hamliurgs. 
The  first  he  fiuds  an  excellent  market  fow  I, 
well  up  to  the  average  as  layers,  hardy  and 
adapted  to  nearly  all  climates.  TheHamburgs 
will  lay  more  eggs  than  the  Plymouth  Rocks 
(mostly  iu  summer),  but  are  small  and  hardy 
iu  winter.  Now  if  he  can  combine  the  pro- 
ductive capacity  of  the  Hamburg  with  the 
hardiness  of  the  Plymouth  Rock,  the  farmer 
considers  that  he  will  have  a  superb  cross. 
He  does  not  stop  to  consider  that  the  breeders 
have  crossed  in  every  possible  manner  to  get 
the  same  results,  and  that  the  pure  breeds  are 
themselves  crosses  that  have  been  fixed  in 
characteristics;  nor  does  the  farmer  consider 
that  fifty  farmers  in  every  one  hundred  have 
done  just  what  he  is  about  to  do.  So  he  makes 
his  cross,  and  gets  birds  that  do  not  lay  as 
well  as  the  Hamburgs,  are  not  equal  to  the 
Plymouth  Rocks  in  any  respect,  will  not 
endure  severe  winters,  and  of  all  colors  and 
sizes.  Then  he  ceases,  as  he  makes  no  care- 
ful note  of  the  cross,  neglects  the  birds  because 
they  become  scrubs,  his  interest  iu  pure  breeds 
has  passed,  and  he  is  on  the  down  grade  to 
ruin  so  far  a.s  keeping  poultry  for  the  best 
results  are  concerned. — Farmers'  Guide. 


Union 
Special. 

It  may  have  its  equal, 
but  its  superior 
is  not  made. 


THE  QUEEN 

Butter  Maker 


THE  SCIENTIFIC  WONDER. 

As  wili  ho  seen  bv  (lie  iiliislralion  above,  wliicli  is 
tlK' lastt  st  inuil..-L  lilt- (^iM  .  ri  liiiltcr  Maker  is  unlike 
anv  (lc\  ifi-  ili.il  lias  ever  tx cii  cTited  for  chiirniug. 
At  tin- bull. .Ill  ..f  (1m- lai;.'«- (lib  shnwii  is  a  screw  pro- 
pelliT.  iiimlelcil  e.vactiy  like  llirlarj;e  screw  propeller 
used  mi  lliu  lai^re  ocean  steamer.  The  jreaiiiifr  of 
tlie  machine  allows  l.tUKi  revolutions  of  tin-  propeller 
In  a  minute,  and  a>iitales  the  cream  a  thousand  times 
more  strongly  than  the  ordinary  old-fashioni  ddasher 
churn.  This  immense  ajiitation  causes  tJie  tissues 
to  break,  and  the  butter  is  almost  instantly  made 
and  gathered.  From  a  scienlitic  jjoint  of  view.ilic 
butler  must  come  gatheied  in  a  few  iiiinules.— it 
does  come,  forming  a  beauliful  granulated  butler 
like  wheat  kernels  at  the  surface. 

Experts  in  butter  making  in  all  parts  of  tlie  coun- 
Irv  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  tlieyliave  lesnd  the 
"Queen'"  over  and  over,  and  pronounce  it  a  wonder, 
that  ii  is  thoroughly  i>ractieal,  does  just  what  Is 
claimed  for  it.  and  tlial  Ihe  giain  of  the  butler  is 
tiner.  and  ii  is  very  easily  cleane<l. 

Kxperienced  canvassers  state  "Ihey  never  saw 
anvtluufi  sell  like  the  *  (^ue(  n.'  tliey  make  easily  from 
$4  Xi>  $I(H)  a  week,  witlKiut  a  bit  of  trouble.*'  A 
widow  lady,  Mrs,  Byers.  in  Missis.'iippi.  with  three 
children  to  car<'  for,  who  had  never  sold  anvthing 
before,  states,  "she  made  S7.50  a  day  in  addition  to 
taking  »^':n  e  of  her  fannly." 

FRIEND  HIATT  TALKS  OF  THE 
•'QUEEN." 

aiay  12,  *97. 

Dear  Friend :— I  received  thine  of  the  23rd  inst.  a 
short  time  ago.  slating  that  the  liuiter  Makers  would 
be  sent  that  week,  and  I  presume  they  are  on  the  road 
now,  hut  I  fell  just  like  writing  a  few  lines  to  thee 
recommending  the  Queen  Butter  Maker.  M'e  have 
tested  it  with  different  temperatures  of  cream,  and 
the  butter  comes  so  yuickly,  if  hy  magic,  anti 
besides  so  easy  turned.  11  has  no  equal,  aiid  is  going  like 
wildtlre  throughout  the  country  in  these  parts.  At 
one  tt'--l  butt<  r  carne  in  2|  minutes,  at  another  time 
a  minutes,  ami  mI.  another  time  my  wife  siarled  the 
Butler  Maker  as  a  team  was  leaving  the  jara  with 
a  load  of  wood,  and  before  it  was  40  rods  away  ihe 
churning  was  done.  1  will  have  notliing  lo  do  when 
my  dozen  Queen  Butter  Makers  arrive  onlv  to  deliver 
them— they  sell  right  at  the  door,  and  send'in  anolber 
order  which  will  he  either  25  *»r50.  Although  I  have 
not  been  idle  during  this  delay.  I  am  a  farmer  and 
can  find  plenty  of  work  to  do.  I  remain  as  ever, 
thy  friend  and  agent, 

Z.  J.  HiATT.  Emporia,  Kas. 

ON  THE  HOTEL  STEP5. 

('HAS.  H.  HouGiiTALiXG.  of  Laurens,  N.  Y., 
writes:  "I  put  in  the  cream  at  degrees,  and  took 
the '  Queen'  out  on  the  hotel  steps,  and  it  was  cold  and 
snowed.  I  had  a  good  crowd;  I  told  them  to  take  out 
their  watches  so  I  would  not  fool  tbem.  I  com- 
menced slow  and  got  butter  in  five  minutes,  and  you 
never  saw  a  lot  of  men  taken  back  as  ibey  were.'" 

FIFTY-EIQHT  SECONDS. 

The  best  time  I  made  in  making  butter  was  in  58 
seconds,  temperature  was  t;4  degrees,  cream  was  ripe, 
thick  and  sour.  A  grandson  of  mine,  six  years  of  age, 
made  luiiter  in  one  minute  and  a  fiuarter  from  one 
galliiD  of  cream,  temperature  and  quality  of  cream 
same  as  above  named. 

J.E.  DitEisHACii.  Carthage,  Mo. 

ONE  MINUTE. 

The  "Queen"  is  a  success.  Mr.  Paine  says  he 
woulrl  not  take  twenty  dollars  for  it  if  lie  could  not 
get  anotlier.  The  liutler  has  conie  three  times  in  one 
minute;  usually  in  two  minutes  or  two  and  a  half. 
Once  it  was  five  minutes,  which  was  the  longest  lime. 
We  churn  over  eleven  pounds  a  week;  churn  three 
times  a  week.  Mrs.  S.  C.  Taine,  ()r^^ell,0. 

BUTTER  so  QUICK. 

1  received  my  Butter  Maker  all  right,  and  am  well 
pleased  wlih  it.  1  would  buy  one  every  year  before  I 
would  do  without  it.  We  have  stopped  the  hour  and 
a  half  <-hui  niug,  and  now  make  butler  in  from  two  to 
five  minutes.  The  boys  say  they  have  but  one  objec- 
tion to  it.  and  that  is  it  makes  butter  so  quick  they 
don't  get  to  run  it  long  enough. 

Dr.  W.  G.  v.  SnAitr.  Warlrace.  Tenn. 

Any  Farm-Poultry  readei-s  who  may  desire  a 
"Queen"  for  their  own  use.  or  who  may  want  to 
make  monev  selling  them,  should  w  rite  to  (lie 

QUEEN  KUTTEK  MAKER  CO., 

IJflE.or.l  St..  Ciueiniiati.  Ohio, 
for  terms  .^nd   illustrated  price  list.    Agents  are 
making  money— some  as  high  as  S500  a  mouth. 


Mountain  View  Poultry  Farm 

EL3I1KA.  N.  Y. 
(Eighty  Acres  Range). 

White  Wyandottes. 

exclusively.  At  Oneonia. won 
silver  cup'  for  best  display. 
,\t  Binghamion.  gold  class 
special ;  SH>  in  gold  for  best 
display.  Eggs  from  choice 
malings.  $:i  per  18:  S-'i  per  26. 
Spicialh  prepared  cut  clover, 

•xnbs.si:  ni<nbs.  $l.7.^. 
W.  T.  CAMPBELL. 
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Mental  Impressions* 

111  your  issue  of  3I;iy  15th,  1S97,  is  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  John  H.  Robinson, 
entitled,  "  Mental  Impi'essions  and  Contami- 
natlou."  Ill  this  communication  3Ir.  Kobin- 
soii  attempts  to  review  an  article  from  my 
pen  running  in  the  Poultry  Monthly.  Inas' 
much  as  at  this  writing  the  article  has  not 
been  published  in  full,  the  review,  or  what- 
ever it  is  to  be  called,  seems  to  me  to  be  pre- 
mature. Would  it  not  be  w'ell  to  ascertain 
first  what  a  writer  has  to  say  before  attempt- 
ing to  refute  his  arguments,"  and  to  ascertain 
what  his  conclusions  are  before  denying 
them?  When  the  article  is  completed',  and  the 
argument  fully  developed,  if  Mr.  Eobitisou  is 
then  of  a  contrary  mind  from  the  writer,  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  his  dissecting  the 
whole  matter.  Until  then  simple  fairness 
would  seem  to  demand  that  he  should  bide 
his  time.  I  pass,  as  unworthy  of  notice, 
certain  insinuations  contained  in  this  commu- 
nication, believing  that  the  article  1  have 
written,  will,  as  a  whole,  justify  itself  to  every 
fair  minded  man.  H.  S.  Babcociv. 

[There's  ingratitude  for  you  !  Mr.  Babcock 
began  the  publication  of  his  article  in  Febru- 
ary. For  four  months  I  waited  for  him  to 
begin  to  develop  his  argument— then,  finding 
that  the  fourth  article,  like  the  first,  consisted 
of  other  people's  tales  and  thoughts,  adorned 
with  quotation  marks,  strung  on  sentences 
composed  by  Mr.  Babcock,  and  all  sandwiched 
between  the  word,  "  copyrighted,"  and  the 
phrase,  "To  be  continued,"  I  called  attention 
to  the  great  waste  of  energy,  and  suggested 
how  it  might  be  turned  to  account* 

What  are  my  rewards? 

First:  He  accuses  me  of  atfetiiptiug  to 
refute  his  arguments.  As  all  must  know,  he 
presented  no  arguments.  Yet  after  making 
such  an  accusation  as  this,  be  has  the  assur- 
ance to  say  in  concluding,  "I  pass  as  unworthy 
of  notice,  certain  insinuations." 

Second :  He  suggests  that  it  is  highly 
Improper  to  criticise  before  his  article  is  com- 
pleted. 

I  looked  for  such  an  objection  as  this,  and  it 
would  have  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able 
to  anticipate  his  wishes  regarding  his  article. 

I  should  surely  have  withheld  comment 
had  I  not  known  that  Mr.  Babcock  belongs  to 
a  school  of  writers,  the  length  of  whose  pro- 
ductions is  governed  by  other  considerations 
than  the  amount  of  matter  pertinent  to  the 
subject  and  the  ability  of  the  writer.  Know- 
ing as  I  did  that  humanly  speaking  it  was 
Impossible  to  say,  or  even  to  conjecture  when 
the  article  would  be  completed,  I.felt  that  in 
basing  my  comments  on  the  four  installments 
Which  had  been  made  public,  I  was  doing  the 
Writer  no  injustice. 

To  withhold  judgment  on  an  article  until  it 
is  finished,  is  lor  most  of  us  as  impossible  as 
to  avoid  forming  an  estimate  of  the  character 
of  a  man  until  his  life  is  completed.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  had  the  tone  of  my  criti- 
cism been  laudatory,  there  would  have  been 
no  suggestion  that  judgment  ought  to  be 
suspended  until  the  article  was  complete. 

John  H.  Robinson.] 


"  Eggs  and  Fertility  vs.  Manure  and 
Fertility." 

Mr.  Editor : — In  the  issue  of  April  1st  is  an 
article  headed,  "Eggs  and  Fertility  vs.  Manure 
and  Fertility,"  that  is  so  far  wrong  that  I 
looked  in  your  mid-monthly  issue  to  see  the 
writer  who  found  the  figures  therein  "truly 
interesting,"  dispel  the  illusion. 

Granting  that  one  hundred  hens  will  lay 
one  ton  of  eggs  a  year,  the  value  of  their 
fertilizing  constituents  would  be  f  7.T8,  rather 
than  $9.52  for  the  cost,  as  quoted  by  experi- 
ment station  bulletins  is,  potash  4J  and  5  cents 
per  pound,  according  to  source,  instead  of 
7i  cents;  and  phosphoric  acid  is  6  cents  per 
pound  instead  of  12J  cents. 

The  value  of  hen  manure,  as  given  by  The 
J^eat/ier,  is  wonderful.  The  editor  or  writer 
pjust  be  trying  to  boom  the  business.  Why, 
jf  one  hundred  hens  would  lay  a  ton  of  eggs 
worth  at  17J  cents  per  dozen,  $262.50,  eight 
eggs  per  pound  as  they  compute  it,  and  did 
make  6,.500  pounds  of  manure,  "counting 
half  the  time,  the  night  only,"  we  hen  men 
could  beat  the  fertilizer  manufacturers  at 
their  own  game.  I  find  that  one  hen 
requires  34  ounces  of  grain  per  day,  which 
would  be  about  8,030  pounds  for  one  hundred 
per  year,  and  that  js  the  finding  of  the  Cornell 


experiment  station.  The  computed  value  of 
the  manure  of  one  ben  for  one  year,  fed  a 
highly  nitrogenous  ration,  to  be  14  cents,  or 
$14  for  one  hundred. 

The  Maine  experiment  station  could  only 
compute  4,300  pounds  of  manure  from  one 
hundred  hens,  which  would  be  worth  about 
§14,  computed  on  the  analysis  of  the  manure 
at  market  price  of  plant  food.  I'm  sorry  to 
have  to  cut  the  manure  product  from  $70.56 
to  $14,  but  the  facts,  (so  far  as  ascertained), 
demand  it.  Why  the  fertilizing  value  of  the 
food  consumed  would  be  less  than  $60,  and 
that  a  highly  nitrogenous  ration. 

How  is  it  possible  for  the  hens  to  produce 
$262.50  of  eggs  and  void  $70.50  worth  of 
manure? 

So,  according  to  tabulated  data,  the  fertility 
added  to  the  farm  by  the  manure  above  that 
sold  ill  the  eggs  is  approximately  $6  instead 
of  $18.76,  as  Dr.  Woods  found  it  based  on  the 
figures  of  these  other  writers. 

Inasmuch  as  I  don't  believe  Farm-Poultry 
wants  to  be  a  party  to  such  figuring,  I  submit, 
this  statement. 

Also,  Mr.  Editor,  when  a  man  takes  sO' 
much  delight  as  the  doctor  has  in  taking 
exceptions  to  your  advice  in  two  instances 
lately,  I  think  it  high  time  somebody  called 
him  to  account.  He  better  stick  to  his 
"hobby."  Isn't  it  a  grave  blunder  for  a  doctor 
to  be  so  misled  by  what  a  hen  can  produce? 
A  ton  of  eggs  and  three  and  a  quarter  tons  of 
manure,  from  one  hundred  hens,  counting 
only  half  time  on  manure: 

Isn't  a  doctor  supposed  to  know  about 
food — how  much  the  animal  system  requires 
to  keep  in  normal  health— how  much  to  pro- 
duce (in  this  case  eggs),  and  how  much  it 
would  void?  In  regard  to  the  price  he  figures 
his  potash  and  phosphoric  acid  worth,  I'm 
not  so  much  surprised,  because  doctors  are 
intimately  associated  with  apothecaries,  and 
so  a  matter  of  thirty  or  one  hundred  per  cent 
above  wholesale  price  would  not  seem  so  far 
out  of  the  way  to  him. 

He  can  blame  The  Feather,  it  deserves  it; 
but  he  mustn't  think  Farm-Poultry  readers 
will  find  such  figures  "truly  interesting." 
He  better  stick  to  Farm-Poultry,  and  leave 
Tlie  Feather  alone,  as  he  must  now  see  any 
kind  of  a  wind  blows  it  about. 

Woburn,  Mass.  F.  L.  Marion. 

Tlioroughbreds  vs.  Mongrels. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  keep  only  about  twelve 
fowls,  but  my  fancy  is  thoroughbreds.  My 
neighbor  has  mongrels.  Last  July,  after 
through  hatching,  I  sold  my  hens  for  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each,  and  sold  all 
the  eggs  I  could  get  from  five  Spanish  hens  at  /" 
one  dollar  per  sitting.  My  neighbor  kept  his 
hens  a  month  or  so  later  than  I  did,  and  then 
ate  them.  \ 

I  don't  think  he  beats  me  much.  He  killed 
his  mongrel  cockerels  in  the  fall  and  ate  them, 
while  I  sold  some  of  mine  for  a  reasonable 
price.  His  pullets  began  laying  in  the  fall 
(Thanksgiving)  and  so  did  mine,  but  neither 
of  us  can  laugh  at  each  other,  for  both  his  :ind 
mine  have  more  than  sh-^lled  out  the  eggs. 
We  both  take  the  best  of  care  of  our  stock. 

Since  December  11th  I  got  two  hundred 
and  fifty  eggs.  January  23d  I  bought  six 
Brown  Leghorn  pullets  and  two  White  Leg- 
horns (single  comb)  making  my  stock  twelve 
in  all.  A  nearby  farmer  had  about  fifty  nice 
Leghorn  pullets  just  re.ady  to  lay,  but  they 
have  gone  back  on  him.  This  morning  I 
went  to  see  him,  and  how  I  did  pity  his  fowls. 
The  hen  house  was  a  miserable  aflair,  with  a 
big  puddle  of  mud  in  the  center.  Five  or  six 
fowls  stood  with  their  mouths  open,  making* 
a  wheezing  noise  as  if  choking.  The  throat 
and  mouth  of  one  was  so  full  that  it  almost 
choked.  I  advised  him  to  kill  and  bury  the 
bad  one:.  Ixe  has  not  been  getting  eggs  for  a 
long  time,  while  mine  have  been  laying  right 
along.  I  believe  in  good  houses  and  scratch- 
ing slieds.  E.  N.  J. 

Lowell,  Mass. 
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OWKER'S  FERTILIZERS  I 


25c, 


fop  HOUSE  PLANTS, 
LAWNS,  GARDENS, 
FARM  CROPS. 

Catalogue  free.    State  for  what  purpose  fertilizer  is  wanted  when  writing. 

BOWKER  FERTILIZER  CO.,         -        -        -  Boston 


A  book  on      Window  Gardening," 
and   enough  odo:'less  fertil- 
izer for  thirty  plants  three 
months,   sent   by   mail  for 


ROUP, 


CURE 
GUARANTEED. 


ROUP. 


■CONKKY'S  l;(>rp  CUKK,  Ihr  ..iilv  i<'iiit  (lv  positively  known  I.,  .■iir<'  Roup  in  all  its  form-  ;is  lon^'  as  tlie 
fowl  ran --ro  1.1 'h  iiik.  siiiiplx  piil  llic  cure  in  clrinkinf!;  water  ami  ihi-  fowl  will  take  iisown  nieilii'iiH'.  For 
dlllkci-,  rs|nTial!\  ill  pi^^fons.  llii.s  rcnicti>-  cxi-L'tls  all  others.  ( >nc  .Mlc.  packag;-  makes  ;ralloiis  of  nu-di.-ino. 
DirectioiiS  wiUi  e\  erv  packaj^e.  If  this  fails  to  cure  we  refuiul  Ule  monev.  Tostpai*!,  small  si/e  ride;  larjl^c 
size  St.  G.  K.  CONKEY  &  CO., 

Axents  wanted.  202  Sawtell  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

M    j^k-    Xhe  Furman  Jr.S 

specially  adapted  to 

POULTRY=HOUSE  HEATING. 

Six  Sizes— Steam  or  Hot  Water. 
SAFE,  SUBSTANTIAL,  SIMPLE  and  S 


GREAT  COAL  SAVERS.  •J 

Catalogue  and  estimates  free.  W 

THE  HERENDEEN  MFG.  CO.,  ft 
Home  Office:    13  Farm  St.,   Geneva,  N.  Y.  •S- 

Branch  O^ces :  Boston,  54  Oliver  St.;  New  York,  39_Cortlandt  ^ 


i  St.;  Pliiladelpliia,  1U19  Betz  Wd'g;  Milwaukee,  135  Second  St. 
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"SILVER  FINISH 


5! 


Poultry 
Fencing:. 


IS  WORTH  TWICE  THE  PKICE  OF  ANT  OTHER  BRAND. 

PRICES  ROLLS  150  FT.  LONG. 

24  30  36  42  48  60  72  inch. 

SI  .00        SI. 25        SI  .50        SI  .7.5        S2.»ft        S2..'i0  S3.00. 
1.35  1.75  2.05  2..50  2.70  3.40  4.05. 
3.00           3.75           4.50           5.25           6.00           7.60  9.00. 
Discount  on  5  Rolls,  S  per  cent.   Freight  allowed,  40c.  per  100  lbs.  All  oilier  styles.  Catalogue  tree.  Send 
50c.  for  "  Ijcc^s  Idas,"  Practical  Poultry,  and  last  six  numbers  Chicken  Fixings.  Volumes  of  P.  Lore. 
 RICHARD  H.  YOUNG,  Lilac  Hedge,  Westborotigrh,  Mass. 


3  incll  fnesh  No.  20. 
2  inch  mesh  No.  20, 
1  inch  mesh  No.  20. 
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1.05 
2.25 


A  Contest  of  Skill  and 
Education  by  a  Respon- 
sible Magazine. 


SIOOO  Free  to  You 

"We  wish  to  introduce  "The  Home  Visitor"  into  20,000  new  homes  and  will  spend  above  amount 
in  doing  so.   Name  the  Stales  that  the  following  Nicknames  have  been  given: 

1.  THE  LONE  STAR  STATE,      4.  THE  GOI^DEN  STATE,       7.  THE  EMPIRE  STATE, 

2.  THE  CREOLE  STATE,  5.  THE  MORMON  STATE,      8.  THE  BUCKEYE  STATE, 

3.  THE  OLD  BAY  STATE,  6.  THE  KEYSTONE  STATE,  9.  THE  FLOWERY  STATE, 
PrPmilimC  '^'^  nearest  correct  answer  $100;  2d,  $50;  3d,  $25;  4th,  $15;  5th,  $12;  6th,  $10:  7th,  $9; 
■  I  cimuiiio  gth,  $8;  9th,  $7;  loth,  $6.   To  next  15,  $5  each.  To  next  one  hundred  answers $1  each. 

Besides  every  contestant  who  sends  in  three  or  more  correct  states  will  receive  Free  our  Ladies' 
Work  Basket  Companion  Set,  containing  darning,  wool,  yarn  and  carpet  instruments,  and  fivedoz. 
steel  needles  that  cannot  he  purchased  for  less  than  50  cents  and  which  makes  a  desirable  present 
fo  any  woman.  All  solutions  will  be  judged  according  to  distance  of  contestant  so  as  to  show  no 
partiality.  It  will  be  necessary  for  each  contestant  to  send  25  cints  for  6  months'  subscription. 
No  solution  will  be  recorded  unless  amount  is  enclosed  in  same  letter.  Names  of  successful  con- 
testants will  be  given  in  "Home  Visitor,"  and  premiums  will  be  fairly  awarded.  Send  youi 
answer  now.  If  you  have  tried  in  other  contests  without  reward,  you  may  be  successful  this  time. 
We  refer  to  any  bank  in  Philadelphia  as  to  our  reliability  and  reputation.  Address  letter  to 
"Home  Visitor"  Publishing  Co.,  1813  N.  16th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


TWO  OF  NEUBECK'S  SEASONED  AND  TESTED 


Thermometers  on  wood  or  metal,  $1.10  by 
mail.  Neubeck's  Moisture  Gauge  uow 
$1.10  by  mail. 


AUG,  NEUBECK  &  CO. 

48  East  23d  St.,  New  York. 


An  Omaha  man  has  an  egg  he  claims  he  has 
kept  for  ten  years.  It  must  be  a  decade  egg, 
of  course. —  Exchange. 


Surprising:  "I,  sir,  when  I  was  your  age, 
went  to  roost  with  the  hens,  and  got  up  with 
the  lark."  "You  did?  Did  you  keep  the 
lark  in  the  same  coop  with  the  heps  and  jom- 
se\i?"—Noc}c?t, 


Are  you  a  smart  speller?  We  give  $5,242.00  away  in  prizes 
to  those  able  to  make  the  largest  lists  of  words  from  the 
word  ENTHUSIASTIC.  You  can  make  at  least  twenty,  we 
believe,  and  if  you  can  you  will  get  a  present  anyway,  and  if 
your  list  is  the  largest  you  will  get  the  Rosewood  Piano. 
Here  are  the  rules  to  follow:  Use  only  words  in  the  English 
language.  Do  not  use  any  letters  in  a  word  more  times  than 
it  appears  in  ENTHUSIASTIC.  Words  spelled  alike  can  be 
used  only  once.  Use  any  dictionary,  and  we  allow  to  be 
counted  proper  nouns,  pronouns,  prefixes,  suffixes,  any  legiti- 
mate word.  This  is  the  way:  Eat,  Eats,  Nat,  Nut,  Nuts,  Net, 
Nets,  Tat,  Sat,  Set,  Hat,  Hats.  Use  these  words  in  your  list. 
The  publisher  of  WOMAN'S  WORLD  AND  JENNESS  Miller 
Monthly  will  give  away,  on  July  iq,  valuable  presents — 
amounting  to  $5,242.00 — divided  into  1,000  prizes,  for  the  largest 
lists  of  words  as  above.  A  $700.00  Rosewood  Upright  Piano  to 
the  person  making  the  largest  list ;  a  lo-vol.  set  of  Century 
Dictionary  with  stand,  value  $130.00,  for  the  second  largest ; 
a  $iQo.oo  high-grade  model  '97  Bicycle  for  each  of  the  next  four 
largest  lists  ;  a  2-V0I.  set  of  Standard  Dictionary,  value  $26.00, 
for  seventh  largest  list  ;  a  Webster  Dictionary,  latest  edition, 
value  $10.50,  for  eighth  largest  list ;  $5.00  each  for  the  next  100 
largest  lists ;  $4.00  each  for  the  next  ico  largest,  and  $3.00 
each  for  the  ne.xt  100  largest  lists ;  400  Dress  Patterns 
(Organdies  and  Grenadines),  value  .$5.00  each,  for  the  next  400 
largest  lists;  167  Kombi  Cameras,  value  $3.00  each,  for  the  next 
1O7  largest  lists,  and  125  Cash  Prizes  of  $2.00  each  for  the  next 
125  largest  lists— i. coo  prizes  in  all.  Rev.  Joseph  Sanderson, 
Horatio  Alger,  Jr.,  and  John  Habberton  will  award  the 
prizes.  Don't  you  think  you  could  be  one  of  these  prize 
winners?  'ifou  will  enjoy  the  making  of  your  list.  Why  not 
try  for  the  first  prize  ?  The  above  rewards  are  given  free 
arid  without  consideration  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
attention  to  our  handsome  woman's  magazine,  thirty-six 
pages,  each  page  containing  four  long  columns,  linely  illus- 
trated, and  all  original  matter,  long  and  short  stories  by  the 
best  authors  ;  price,  $1.00  per  year.  To  enter  the  contest  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  send  25  cents  (money-order,  silver  or 
stamps)  for  a  three-months'  trial  subscription  with  your  list 
of  words,  and  every  person  sending  the  25  cents  and  a  Ust  of 
twenty  words  or  more  is  guaranteed  am  extra  present  by 
return  mail  (in  addition  to  the  magazine)  of  a  200-page  book, 
"  Treasure  Island,"  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  We  give  a 
complete  edition,  handy  size,  finely  printed  in  handsome 
type.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  in  every  case  or  money  re- 
fiindcd.  Lists  should  be  sent  at  once,  and  not  later  than 
July  iq.  The  names  and  addresses  of  successful  contestants 
will  be  printed  in  August  issue,  publishtd  July  25. f  Our  pub- 
lication has  been  established  ten  years.  We  refer  you  to  any 
mercantile  agency  for  our  standing.  Make  your  list  now. 
Address  Woman's  World  and  Jenness  Miller  Monthly, 
Dept.  No.  207  Nos.  23  and  24  No.  William  Street,  N.  Y.  City. 
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PertinentQuestions. 

Why  Will  a  Woman  Throw  Away  Her  Good 
Looks  and  Comfort? 


Why  will  a  woman  drag-  out  a 
sickly,  lialf-hcarled  existence 
and  miss  three-ijuarters  of  the 
joy  of  living-,  when  she  has 
health  almost  within  her  grasp  ? 
If  she  does  not  value  her  good 
looks,  does  she  not  value  her 
comfort  ? 

Why,  my  sister,  will  j-ou  suf- 
fer that  dull  pain  in  the  smallof 
your  back,  those  bearing-down, 
dragging  sensations  in  the  loins, 
that  terrible  fullness  in  the  lower 
bowel,  caused  b\'  constipation  pro- 
ceeding from  the  womb  lying  over  and 
pressing  on  the  rectum  ?    Do  you  know 
that  those  are  signs  of  displacement,  and 
that  you  will  never  be  well  while  that 
lasts  ? 

What  a  woman  needs  who  is  thus  af- 
fected is  to  strengthen  the  ligaments  so 
they  will  keep  her  organs  in  place.  There 
is  nothing  better  for  this  purpose  than  Lydia  E.  Pinkham"s  Vegetable  Com- 
pound.   The  great  volume  of  testimony  which  is  constantly  rolling  in,  proves 
that  the  Compound  is  constantly  curing  thousands  of  just  such  cases. 

The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Marlow  is  only  one  of  many  thousands  which 
Mrs.  Pinkham  has  received  this  year  from  those  she  has  relieved — surely  such 
testimony  is  convincing: 

"  My  trouble  commenced  after  the  birth  of  my  last  child.  I  did  not 
know  what  was  the  matter  with  me.  My  husband  went  to  our  family  physi- 
cian and  described  my  symptoms,  and  he  said  I  had  displacement  and  falling 
of  the  womb.  lie  sent  me  some  medicine,  but  it  did  little  good.  I  let  it  go 
on  about  two  years,  and  every  time  1  did  any  hard  w-ork  my  womb  would 
come  down.  Finally  a  lady  friend  advised  me  to  try  Lj-dia  E.  Pinkham's 
Vegetable  Compound,  w-hich  I  did.  The  first  bottle  helped  me  so  much,  I  con- 
tinued to  take  it  right  along.  My  back  was  almost  the  same  as  no  back.  I 
could  not  lift  scarcely  any  weight.  My  life  was  just  a  drag  to  me.  To-day 
I  am  well  of  my  womb  trouble,  and  have  a  good,  strong  back,  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Pinkham"s  Vegetable  Compound." — Mks.  L.  Mablow,  Milford,  111. 


Valleyview  Farm. 


A  Poultry  Sornuiii. 

Mr.  Editor:  — In  ISSC  esgrs  sold  the  tirst  of 
February  for  thirty  i-euts  per  dozen:  tbis 
i^a^^o.  the  >aiue  luoiKb,  egsps  sold  for  >ixteen 
rent*,  and  ;it  the  present  Ome  are  worth  the 
Uri;e  sum  of  ten  cents  per  dozen.  I  know  of 
quite  a  uuiul>er  in  the  poidlry  husiness  who 
Uaie  not  eleareil  t»veuty-ii\e  eeut.s  per  ben  the 
past  ye.tr  over  and  aKive  the  feed  hill,  and 
still  the  poultry  patH^rs  go  right  on  telling 
what  lots  of  money  there  "is  in  poultry  keep- 
iu;:.  There  money  in  it.  Tliere  is  just 
what  jieople  put  iu  when  they  build  poultry 
bou>es.  and  no  more.  In  nine  times  out  of 
ten  a  man  might  just  as  well  throw  his  money 
in  the  tin'  a  i>uiUI  poultry  houses.  With  llee, 
r>up.  eholera,  hawks  and  foxes  to  eonteud 
with,  and  eggs  only  ten  cents  per  dozen,  don't 
rfwN'f  adviM'  people  to  keep  poultry. 

:^l•|tscltlHKI5. 

There  is  no  question  but  this  writer  voices 
the  sentiments  of  many  :  yet  .ngainst  the  dis- 
cour.-iging  outlook  pres  nteil  may  be  sei  the 
statement  of  those  who  have  not  sold,  and  do 
not  sell  eggs  at  any  such  price.  If  one  was 
obliged  to  judge  an  industry  by  the  failures, 
»  sorry  task  would  be  set:  but,  fortunately, 
there  are  successes  every  w  here,  and  what  one 
man  or  womau  can  do.  another  may  by  the 
exercise  of  the  same  detailed  care  and  methods. 

Xever  should  an  imhistry  be  measured  by 
the  failures.  Pouitry  keeping  is  no  exception 
to  any  other  business.  It  must  pass  through 
the  same  conditions  as  control  elsewhere. 
There  can  be  no  exception  here,  and  therefore 
the  same  exacting  conditions  must  be 
observed.  Hard  times,  low  prices  and  sharp 
competition  are  the  universal  rule.  We  paid 
sixty  to  eighty  cents  for  com  when  eggs  sold 
in  February  for  thirty  cents  ])er  dozen  ;  today 
it  can  l«e  l>ought  for  one-half.  Cost  of  pro- 
duction has  l«eeu  materially  reduced,  but  this 
furnishes  only  a  partial  recompense  for  the 
loss. 

After  thirty  years  experience  in  poultry 
keeping,  and  a  close  study  of  the  problem  all 
the  while,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  only  the 
primary  department  has  been  mastered. 
What  we  know  about  this  business  is  so  much 
less  than  the  great  tield  unexplored,  that  we 
seek  continually  for  more  light,  and  find  it 
here  and  there  iu  the  experience  of  others. 
For  years  the  Fanner  h:is  attempted  to  pre- 
pare its  readers  for  what  was  to,  and  has, 
come,  and  urged  such  a  line  of  work  and 
investigation  as  would  enable  individuals  to 
retain  mastery  of  the  situation. 

Poultry  growing  has  increased  with  won- 
derful rapidity  in  the  west,  as  prophesied, and 
today  the  markets  of  the  east  are  llootled  by 
carloads  of  eggs  and  poultry.  This  seriously 
affects  the  price  of  allgooilsput  on  the  market 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  to  some  extent  the 
finer  grades.  It  is  the  latter  field  which  has 
been  empbasizeil  again  and  again,  for  it  is 
here  the  eastern  farmer  has  an  advantage. 
There  must  be  a  more  thorough  searching 
after  the  hen  built  for  heavy  production  at 
lowest  possible  cost,  not  of  food,  but  of 
nervous  energy ;  and  with  this  a  sharper  study 
of  the  great  problem  of  feediug.  Beyond  all 
these  comes  the  larger  half  of  the  question 
hinging  ou  the  manner  of  putting  up  and 
delivery  of  the  product  to  the  con-sumer,  or 
through  as  few  hands  as  possible. 

There  must  come  a  regular  and  systematic 
form  of  delivery  Wore  buyers  will  distinguish 
between  "choice"  and  ''fairly  good."'  For 
one,  we  do  not  believe  with  our  subscriber, 
that  the  days  of  profitable  poultry  culture  are 
gone  —  but  that  the  days  of  exacting  require- 
ments are  here  there  can  be  no  question.  He 
who  has  his  dollars  invested  in  comfortable  yet 
inexpensive  Jiouses,  stock  selected  by  type 
rather  than  rigid  breed  standards,  and  who 
seeks  for  the  l<est  egg  ration  in  quality  as  well 
as  quantity,  w  ill  find  that  he  is  able  to  master 
one-half  of  the  great  question  —  while,  to  the 
other  half  (the  selling)  the  same  skill,  intelli- 
gence, forethought  and  energy  must  continu- 
ally be  given.  Lice,  roup  and  cholera  are  all 
to  I<e  charged  to  neglect  or  careless  methods; 
hawks  and  foxes  are  stubborn  foes,  to  be 
sharply  guarded  against.  If  our  subscriber 
knows  of  any  business  which  has  no  hindrance 
orhurt.  where  milk  and  honey  flow  continually 
and  profits  come  easily,  the  fact  has  but  to  be 
announced  for  a  grand  rush  to  follow.  Believ- 
ing, yes,  knowing,  that  men  and  women  in 
Maine  realized  a  good  profit  from  their  poultry 
in  ls96,  the  Farmer  must  continue  to  urge  the 
industry,  never  forgetting  that  the  standards 
of  an  exacting  present  can  never  be  lost  sight 
of,  and  that  a  return  to  the  ea.di  r  conditions 
of"  the  g<K)d  old  days,"  is  impossible.— l/aiwe 
Farmer. 


Prices  Sixty  Years  -Vgo. 

B.  0.  Luptou,  of  Ohio,  writing  for  the 
SatioHai  StockmitH  and  >'<irmcr,  gives  the 
following  in  regard  to  prices  of  poultry  pro- 
ducts sixty  Olid  years  ago. 

"  Elggs  sold  iu  18o7  forGic.  per  dozen;  iu 
"oO  for  S  to  10c.  In  "40  they  vs-cre  worth  only 
-k-.  per  dozen  ;  and  in  "41  a  cent  more.  *  •  • 

"In  ItsJl  two  chickens  were  sold  for  Kic,  or 
Sc.  each.  In  "34  one  turkey  brought  .SOc. ;  iu 
"3$  one  turkey  75c.;  and  iu  "42  turkeys  were 
sold  at  5c.  per  lb." 


Moistening  Kggs  Under  Hens. 

We  have  recently  received  a  number  of 
inquiries  from  subscribers  who  arc  having 
poor  hatches,  and  wish  to  know  if  they  were 
due  to  iiisullicient  moisture.  As  all  of  the 
inquiries  come  from  low  latitudes,  our  answer 
is  that  the  poor  b.ttches  were  probably  due  to 
lack  of  vitality  in  the  chicks.  The  cases 
where  a  vigorous  chick  cannot  get  out  of  the 
shell  because  of  insuflicicut  moisture,  when 
hens  are  used,  are  extremely  rare,  even  in 
very  dry  climates,  and  we  doubt  whether  such 
cases  ever  occur  in  low  latitudes. 

Circulars  Received. 

A.  IIdi-.mkj;,  Cuyler,  X.  Y. 
II.  W.  Bltowx,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
J.  W.  Ankrews,  Digbtou,  Mass. 
A.  W.  McC.\l.l.l  M,  Sibley,  Iowa. 
T.  II.  IIakuis  .t  Co.,  Berne,  Ind. 
Gko.  a.  iluKi-HKirr,  Cuyler,  N.  V. 
Pink  Tuee  Faum,  D.  A.  Mount,  Jamesbun:, 
X.  ,1. 

Lewis  Koescii,  Xurserymau,  Fredonia, 
X.  Y. 

John"  .\.  Fk.\ncisc<>,  Ferguson,  St.  Louis 
Co..  Mo. 

Bk<x>ksii>e  PoiLTitY  Yards,  Xelson, 
Tioga  Co.,  Pa. 

Chari.es  D.  Pierce,  r>85  Thirty-third  St., 
Oakland,  Calif. 

Hll.L-ToP  G.oiE  PKE.sEltVE,  Lake  Hill, 
l  ister  Co.,  X.  Y. 

Fi)ni)li<H)K  K»::s.NELs,  \\ .  Atk>c  Burpee  & 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Brookside  Pdl-ltrv  Farm,  .J.  E.  Steven- 
son, Columbus,  X.  J. 

Vali.ev  View  Pocltry  Farm,  C.  II. 
Trask,  Middlebury,  Conn. 

SIai-le  View  Pocltry  Farm,  W.  T. 
Greene,  Hopklnton,  X.  H. 

H(K)l'KR"s  Lice  For.^ii  i.a,  V.  L.  Hooper, 
.StJition  I).,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Gi-ohe  l^X■^BATORS  and  Br<x»I)Ers,  Shoe- 
maker Incubator  Co.,  Freeport,  III. 

Bay  View  Poultry-  Farm,  Charles  E. 
31arsball,  liowley,  Essex  Co.,  Mass. 


Good  Hatching. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  will  drop  you  a  line  and 
report  that  the  eggs  from  the  yearling  hens 
are  hatching  as  well  as  last  year. 

After  leaving  the  store  Friday  night  I  w^ent 
to  the  hen  house,  and  scooped  out  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  chickens  from  one  hundred  and 
eighty-three  eggs.  Only  eighteen  failed  to 
batch. 

I  have  six  hundred  chicks  and  thirty-four 
more  hens  on  deck. 

Have  managed  to  hatch  ninety-two  percent 
fertile  eggs,  and  ninety-three  percent  of  all 
eggs  set  were  fertile. 

I  am  building  four  more  small  henhouses, 
and  if  eggs  only  net  eleven  cents  I  know  that 
six  of  it  is  i)rotil.  .F.  H.  D. 

Xew  Salisbury,  X.  H. 


aiARKKT  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— The  egg  market  is  quiet  and  steady, 
with  free  arrivals,  and  sales  of  best  western 
made  at  lOi^lOlc,  with  fresh  eastern  selling 
at  ll&llic  .,  in  small  lots.  The  stock  in  cold 
storage  is  increasing  rapidly,  amounting  now 
to  81 ,307  cases,  against  67,101  at  the  same  time 
last  year. 

Poultry.— Trade  in  poultry  is  quiet,  with 
the  supply  liberal.  Xorthern  and  eastern 
chickens  are  scarce,  and  bring  good  i)rlces, 
selling  atl5ei8c.  for  choice,  with  fowls  quoted 
at  10«13c.  Western  poultry  continues  to 
arrive  in  large  quantities,  and  quotations  are 
easy,  western  turkeys  selling  at  10*il3c. ; 
frozen  chickens,  8<(0c. ;  geese,  OffilOc. ;  ducks, 
10ft  12c. 

Real  spring  chickens  are  selling  at  2rya30c. 
Spring  ducks  are  arriving  at  20  <w  25c. 


S.  C.  W.  Leghorns, 
Buff  Leghorns, 

Buff  Wyandottes. 


My  birds  have  won  Lhe  liigliosi  honors  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  during  llie  past  five  years.  No  Mi- 
norcas  or  Minorca  cf^gs  for  sale.  Send  for  new  ilhis- 
trated  catah)}jrue  frivin;r  full  description  of  the  unsur- 
passed sliow  record  of  my  stock,  full  price  list,  etc. 

EZRA  COKNEtL.  Ithaca,  Y. 


?!ri^RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER 


Need  We  Say  More? 


All  about  them  in  Book  on  Incubation  and  Poultry.  Sent  for  10  cents. 

RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  &  BROODER  CO.JUINGY,  ILLS.  I 


THE  BEST  PLACE  TO  BUY 

Fine  Sinf-'i'i^'  Canaricf.  Mockiiit-  Binls. 'ralkiiiK  rarmts,  an.l  all  .jllifr  rancv  Ca^'c  l>ird>,  IVt  Animals  of  all  kinds, 
Uoliltish.  (ilol.i  -  an.l  A'lMariiiTn-. 

\Vi-  make  a  si)<  <  ia]ty  "f  Fiiif  Bred  Fowls,  Fancy  Pieeoiis,  Pigeons  lor  Squab  Breeding,  Eggs  for 
HatcliiTiK  frotii  cii..)!-!-  st«»<'k  Fowls  only,   Wf  have  IheTarge^t  and  best  selectetf  stock  of  lirst  class  ijoods  at 
low  |iiicc>.   Si  11.1  lor  (  ;,tul..--iu.-.  H.  W.  VAHLK, 
 ■•ilO  Market  St..  anil  jc  X.  !)ili  St..  Fliiladelpliia.  Pa. 


POULTRY 


For  Pleasure  and  Profit 

I  own  and  manage  one  of 
tlie  best  poultry  farms  in 
Illinois.  I  brerd  40  varieties 
STANDARD  BREEDS.  Stock  Healthy  and  Hardy.  >\ill  stand  any 
climate.  My  New  Poultry  Catalogue  illustrates  fully  the<t^  breeds  jind  pives  much 
valuable  information  to  every  poultry  man  or  intending  purchasHr.  Send  six  cents 
stamps.  Good  stock  of  Bucks  and  Geese,  also  Shetland  Ponies.  Myrefer- 

irt'^^^rtl'mf      E..  H.  cook,  box  ll,  Huntleu-  His. 


^^cntion  Fnrm-Ponit 


IF^ii  INCUBATORS  ON  TRIAL  OR  ON  TIME, 


Wc  inannfacliilf  the  best  iiuprovcd  and  tlicinost  reliable  Incubators, 
indoor,  out  door  and  sectional  Brooder,  in  the  world,  both  ill  hot  air 
and  hot  water  pipe  svslenis.  Don't  huvnnIM  vou  s end  10  cts  for  our 
larjreHa  iiage  fiillv  illusiratcd  catalos-'iie.  We  sell  on  trial,  on  time, 
oral  a  frood  discoiinl  for  cash  with  order.  As  the  nish  is  alxint  over 
with,  we  will  now  sell  at  almost  liaH-iirice  in  order  to  keep  onr  fac- 
tory troin?  through  the  dull  Slimmer  monllis.   Write  for  special  low 

'  "  "^FLOWK  Il  CITY  INCUBATOR  &  BKOORKK  CO., 

Kocliester,  X.Y. 


vauted,  w  rile  Afleuts,  who  w  ill 


THE  HOFF  PATKNT  POITI.TKT  COOP. 

A  c»)op  for  a  hen  and  her  brood.  There  has  been  a 
demand  for  a  perfect  hen  coop  for  those  who  <lo  not 
run  incubators  and  broo.lers.  The  TlolT  Coop  is  tlie 
most  perfect  arramrenient  ever  gotten  up:  it  is  ar- 
ransred  so  that  the  lillle  chicks  can  be  fed  without 
interference  bv  the  hen,  thereby  preventing  injury  to 
the  c  hicks  bv'beins  tramped  on.  This  coop  also  se- 
cures tile  chicks  from  the  invasion  of  enemies,  II 
should  be  seen  to  be  .-ippreciated.  This  coop  can  lie 
obtained  from  the  follow  in-r  .V-'ents.  viz:  William  V. 
Kuss,  is  Visev  Shell.  New  York  Citv:  Ucnrv  \. 
Di  ecr.  711  Chestnut  St..  I'hihldelpbia,  P:i.:  and  S. 
Schiiiid.  Washiiiflon.  I).  C.  If  fnrtlier  information  is 
.111  luU  liescriptive  catalofrue.  Price  of  coop.  S."..'tO. 
W.  K.  HOFF,  Owner  and  Patentee,  3S  South  St.,  Baltimore,  -Md 
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Karm:= Poultry 


l%RM-fiuLTI§ 

•    •    Semi=JVIonttily,  • 


PUBLISllKU 

The  1st  and  15th  of  each  month 

BV 

I.  S.JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTKK,?  Editors. 
M.  K.  BOYER,  ^ 

Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance, 

Six  months  50  Cents. 

Single  Copies  Five  Cents. 

One  Sample  Free. 

Add  for  postage  to  forei^'u  countries,  4S  Ceuts  uxira 
to  yearly,  ami  24  Cents  to  six  months  subscription  rate. 

Remit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  registered  letter. 

Address  all  lelttrs,  and  make  all  paymenU  payable 
to  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  Custom  Jiouse  St.^  Boston^  Mass, 


When   You  Receive 
FAitM-l'OULTitYin  a  Hrotu 
Wrapper  your  subscription 
Tlicreiore,  please  sciiU  cash 


Green  Wrapper 

ends  witii  that  issi 
Sl.OO  to  renew— £or- 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  wlien  the 
time  tor  which  it  is  paid  lias  expired:  so  that  to  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  w  iih  j  ou, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  three  parties  a  lull 
year  all  for  S2..50,  cash  or  stamps,  if  all  sent  at  one  time. 

Change  in  Address— VVlicn  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  sul)scribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  tlieir  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change :  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  in  every  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 


THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Ii»ch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  aveiajje  Wortis  make  one  line. 

OTSCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  KATE  rtepeud 
eQlircly  upou  tht^  amount  of  space  used  bv  an  adver- 
tiser withiu  a  stated  time.   Send  for  Kate  Card, 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
Uie  5th  and  30th  of  the  moiitli  to  insure  iusertion 
iu  the  issues  of  the  15th  or  Isl,  respectively. 


Copyright— 1897,  by  I.  S.Johnson  &  Co. 

Entered  at  the  Post-Office 
at  Boston^  Mass.^  as  second-cla&s  matter. 

EDITORIAL. 

The  Editor  is  iu  Europe. 

The  editor  of  Farm-Podltry  is  goiug  to 
Europe  this  summer ;  iu  fact,  he  expects  to 
be  iu  London  by  the  time  these  lines  are  read 
by  F.-P.  readers. 

The  trip  is  the  carrying  out  of  a  plan  which 
has  been  under  consideration  for  two  or  three 
years,  it  being  the  iutention  of  the  writer  to 
study  some  phases  of  the  poultry  problem  in 
England  and  France,  in  the  expectation  of 
getting  needed  light  upon  those  problems  here 
in  America.  He  expects  to  spend  about  three 
months  iu  Europe,  and  Mr.  John  H.  Robinson 
will  be  "  acting  editor"  during  that  time. 

A  Japanese  Poultry  Paper. 

The  cut  on  our  front  cover  is  a  reproduction 
of  one  which  recently  appeared  in  the  Tokyo 
Poultry  3£agazine.  Mr.  .Simpei  Stito,  the 
editor  of  the  magazine,  has  kindly  furnished 
us  this  translation  of  the  explanation  of  the 
cut : 

Kaven  Black  Long  Tail. 

The  cut  shown  iu  the  front  page  is  the 
result  of  long  sort  and  most  untiruig  experi- 
ment by  the  skilled  Japanese  Ijreeder,  Mr.  K. 
Fujisawa,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Simpei 
Sato,  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Tokyo 
Poultry  JIagazine  Co. 

Among  fancy  poultry  there  are  none  so 
wonderful  and  attractive  birds  than  tlie  long- 
tail  specimen  of  which  so  much  has  been  said 
by  both  European  and  oriental  breeders  and 
lovers  of  the  poultry. 

Of  words  of  praise  we  need  not  say  here, 
especially  as  the  specimen  itself  is  so  widely 
known,  and  describes  its  superiority  to  any 
other  fancy  birds.  The  color  of  the  Long-Taii 
was  known  to  be  only  three  colors,  that  is. 
White  Laced,  Reddish  and  Pure  White.  The 
sketch  from  the  nature  here  we  introduce  is  real 
Raven  Black  with  the  tail  only  grown  to  three 
feet  long,  and  is  but  eight  mouth  o.'cl. 

This  bird  after  fully  developed  will  be  the 
possessor  of  at  least  a  ten  feet  long  tail. 


The  Oile  Thing  Needful. 

That  Farm-Poultry  needs  only  to  be  seen 
to  be  appreciated,  is  amply  evidenced  by  the 
voliiutary  "Compliments"  which  are  pub- 
lished from  time  to  time,  and  more  abundantly 
witnes.sed  by  the  much  larger  number  of 
testimonials  which  never  find  their  way  into 
print. 

"  Seeing  is  believing,"  is  a  trite  saying,  and 
generally  a  true  one.  Seeing  is  subscribing 
has  proved  true  of  Fakm-Poultry  in  many 
hundreds  of  cases,  but  was  never  more  strik- 
ingly illustrated  than  in  this  letter  recently 
sent  the  editor  at  his  home  address: 

AV^heaton,  Kans.,  May  13th,  1897. 
Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter,  South  Natick,  Mass. : 

Dear  Sir  — Please  send  me  your  Farm- 
PouLTKY  for  one  year.  I  do  not  know  the 
price  of  it,  or  would  remit  now.  By  chance  I 
picked  up  three  or  four  pages  of  one  of  them, 
but  could  find  your  address  only  iu  one  place, 
and  that  was  iu  your  poultry  ad. 

I  am  somewhat  interested  in  poultry,  and 
from  what  little  reading  your  paper  or  piece 
of  paper  furnished  me,  I  think  it  just  the  one 
I  am  iookiug  for.  If  you  are  not  satisfied  to 
send  me  the  paper  this  way,  please  send  me 
your  price  and  I  will  remit.  I  know  of  no 
one  who  takes  it,  or  1  could  ascertaiu  in  that 
way.  Very  truly  yours, 

D.  Phillips. 

Although  Farm-Poultry  easily  ranks  first, 
both  in  circulation  and  in  influence,  of  the 
poultry  papers  of  the  country,  there  are  many 
thousands  of  people  who  need  our  paper  who 
do  not  even  know  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
publication,  and  many  thousands  more  who 
may  have  seen  the  name  in  the  advertising 
columns  of  some  other  paijer,  but  have  never, 
even  by  the  chance  finding  of  a  few  pages  of 
F.-P.,  had  an  opportunity  to  test  its  quality. 
How  to  get  sample  copies  into  the  hands  of  all 
these  people  is  a  problem  which  continually 
confronts  the  publishers. 

From  the  start  Farm-Poultry  has  been  a 
liberal  patron  of  the  best  advertising  mediums. 
To  judicious  advertising  much  of  its  success 
is  due;  but  though  that  success  was  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  poultry  publications, 
it  has  all  along  been  plain  that  two  very  seri- 
ous obstacles  were  retarding  its  progress. 

Being  the  only  thoroughly  practical,  up-to- 
date  poultry  paper,  Farm-Poultry  occupies 
au  unique  position.  Those  who  read  our 
advertisement,  but  do  not  see  ourpaper,  judge 
F.-P.,  which  they  have  not  seen,  by  vastly 
inferior  papers  which  they  have  seen.  Having 
examined  a  number  of  ijapers  of  the  other 
type  aud  found  in  them  a  striking  similarity 
and  an  equally  striking  absence  of  useful, 
practical  information,  they  have  become 
prejudiced  again.st  poultry  papers  as  a  class. 
A  single  copy  will  remove  that  prejudice,  as 
far  as  Farm-Poultry  is  concerned.  Here 
lies  the  difficulty:  as  long  as  the  prejudice 
exists  these  people  will  not  write  us  for 
samples. 

The  second  obstacle  is  found  iu  the  fact  that 
an  enormous  number  of  those  who  need  just 
such  a  paper  as  we  are  publishing  cannot  be 
reached  through  the  ordinary  advertising 
channels.  These  are  the  people  who  keep 
fowls  without  having  a  live  interest  in  them. 
Because  of  this  lack  of  interest  they  do  not  see 
our  advertisements  at  all.  It  needs  a  copy  of 
the  paper  itself  to  awaken  interest. 

In  its  field  Farm-Poultry  is  doing  a  great 
missionary  work.  It  is  the  "  little  leaven," 
the  influence  of  which  gradually  changes  the 
nature  of  the  whole  lump.  By  teaching  "how 
to  make  money  with  hens,"  it  is  doing  more 
thau  all  other  agencies  combined  to  place  the 
poultry  industry  on  a  business  basis.  Its 
influence  is  taking  away  the  reproach  so  long 
attached  loan  interest  in  fowls.  Farmers  are 
realizing  more  and  more  that  by  the  rule — 
what  will  2^ay  a  man's  wages  is  a  man's 
work, — it  is  as  well  worth  while  to  spend 
time  caring  for  fowls  as  for  hogs,  cattle  and 
horses.  For  a  townsman  to  keep  a  few  fowls 
is  no  longer  considered  the  height  of  folly. 
The  term,  "chicken-crank"  is  fast  becoming 
obsolete,  because  people  are  learning  that  the 
amateur  poultryman  often  makes  his  hobby 
profitable. 

Very  many  of  these  farmers  aud  amateurs 
credit  their  success  to  the  teachings  of  Farm- 
Poultry  ;  yet,  large  as  the  iufluence  of  the 
paper  has  been,  it  is  only  here  and  there  that 
those  who  need  it  most  have  been  reached. 

We  may  safely  say  that  in  this  land  there 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  farm  and  village 
homes  where  fowls  are  now  kept  at  a  loss,  or 
at  a  very  small  profit,  while  with  the  help  of 


the  advice  and  information  this  paper  gives,  a 
very  creditable  profit  would  result.  As  things 
are  now,  in  this  time  of  general  business 
depression,  this  change  from  loss  to  profit,  or, 
from  small  to  increased  profits,  would  often 
mean  the  difference  between  making  both  ends 
meet  and  running  behind.  In  many  homes  it 
would  mean  little  luxuries  which  otherwise 
could  not  be  aflbrded;  to  some  it  would  bring 
necessaries  for  which  the  inmates  are  now 
suffering.  Much  as  these  small  profits  would 
mean  to  individuals  and  families,  their  col- 
lective value  to  separate  communities  aud  to 
the  nation  at  large  would  mean  infinitely  more. 
Whatever  influence  will  help  to  accomplish  a 
widespread  transfer  of  balances  (hovv'ever 
insigniflcant  in  themselves)  from  the  wrong  to 
the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  or  to  make  small 
favorable  balances  larger,  will  in  doing  so 
help,  also,  to  bring  about  that  restoration  of 
confidence  and  return  of  prosperity  for  which 
we  are  all  praying. 

Now  in  introducing  Farm-Poultry  where 
it  is  most  needed  our  subscribers  can  help  us. 
Through  them  we  may  reach  those  who 
whether  through  prejudice,  or  indifference, 
do  uot  know  us.  "  We  are  advertised  by  our 
loving  friends,"  and  the  most  ellective  adver- 
tising is  not  the  compliments  we  print,  but 
those  we  neither  see  nor  hear. 

Every  subscriber  can  help  to  extend  our 
circulation,  by  giving  a  word  here  and  there; 
by  speaking  of  the  merits  of  the  paper  to  those 
who  need  it;  by  sending  us  the  names  of 
persons  who  should  be  interested  in  sample 
copies. 

To  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  do  this  we 
would  say:  Don't  limit  yourself  to  people  iu 
your  own  community.  If  among  your  friends 
and  relatives  living  at  a  distance  ^whether  in 
this  country  or  elsewhere)  are  any  who  should 
be  interested  in  a  good  poultry  paper,  send  us 
their  names  and  addresses.  If  Farm-Poul- 
try has  helped  you,  and  you  have  confidence 
in  its  teachings,  tell  this  to  your  friends. 
This  is  practical 

Reciprocity. 

Let  us  help  one  another. 

The  publishers  of  this  paper  are  actuated  by 
that  broadest  and  most  rational  philanthropy 
which  seeks  to  help  itself  by  helping  others. 
The  subscribers  send  in  their  dollars  for 
value  received,  and  because  they  know  a  good 
thing  when  they  see  it.  The  proposition  made 
our  subscribers  when  we  ask  their  help  in 
extending  our  circulation  is  simply  this  :  With- 
out cost  to  yourselves,  make  it  possible  for  us 
to  give  you  a  still  better  paper. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  a  large  sub- 
scription list  is  a  good  thing  for  the  publisher. 
It  is  equally  true,  though  not  so  universally 
recognized,  that  a  large  subscription  list  is  a 
good  thing  for  the  subscribers.  This  state- 
ment is  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  paper. 
The  most  important  factor  in  the  success  of 
Farm-Poultry  has  been  that  it  has  always 
kept  in  close  touch  with  the  mass  of  its 
readers.  It  has  been  essentially  the  sub- 
scribers' paper.  They  have  furnished  the 
greater  part  of  the  reading  matter;  the  editors 
have  sorted,  sifted,  and  prepared  it  for  pub- 
lication. 

The  readers  of  Farm-P<julti£Y  thus  con- 
.stitute  a  mutual  benefit  association  differing 
from  the  ordinary  mutual  association  in  that 
while  in  other  associations  increased  member- 
ship lessens  the  cost  without  affecting  the 
amount  of  the  benefit,  in  this  the  cost  remains 
fixed  and  the  benefit  is  increased. 

We  want  to  place  this  paper  in  the  hands  of 
every  one  who  needs  it;  we  want,  also,  to  be 
able  to  draw  for  new  material  on  an  ever- 
increasing  constituency  of  readers,  to  give  in 
our  columns  the  best  thoughts,  the  most  sug- 
gestive ideas,  the  most  helpful  experiences  of 

rapidly  widening  circle  of  thoughtful, 
practical  and  successfOl  poultrymen. 


Peculiar  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  nevertheless 
true  that  the  two  articles  of  daily  consumption 
which  have  stood  the  test  of  years  and  main- 
tained most  uniform  prices,  are  eggs  and 
butter.  Coarser  products  have  fluctuated 
from  low  to  high,  but  these  two  continue  to 
claim  attention  at  the  old  stand  aud  very 
nearly  old  time  rates.  Down  they  may  be 
today,  but  the  year's  end  balances  the  account, 
and  holds  the  average  close  to  former  years. 
With  these  facts  before  us  there  is  ample 
reason  for  defending  the  dairy  and  egg 
industry.— il/aiine  Farmer. 


June  1 

Of  General  Interest. 

The  June  Cosmopolitan  contained  an  arti- 
cle on  poultry  farming  calculated  to  excite 
general  interest  in  the  pleasures  aud  profitable- 
ness to  the  farmer  or  small  land  owner  of 
raising  fine  fowls.  A  description  is  given  of 
the  ancient  and  modern  Egyptian  methods  of 
hatching  eggs  by  heat,  which  will  be  found  to 
be  of  great  interest  to  the  non-professional 
breeder. 

There  is  now  running  in  the  Cosmopolitan 
what  is  probably  the  most  important  sympo- 
sium ever  printed  :  Does  modern  school  and 
college  education  educate  in  the  broadest  and 
most  liberal  sense  of  the  term?  The  editor  of 
the  Cosmopolitan  began  the  series  by  a  criti- 
cism of  existing  methods,  and  the  leading 
educators  of  the  world  are  contributing  to  the 
series.  Every  boy  on  a  farm  who  has  iu  miud 
to  become  an  educated  mau,  and  every  farmer 
having  children  to  educate,  will  find  important 
and  valuable  material  for  thought  in  this 
series. 

Express  Rates. 

This  clipping  from  the  Southern  Fancier, 
may  interest  some  of  our  subscribers  in  the 
states  mentioned  : 

"  The  rate  on  fancy  poultry  in  wooden  or 
slatted  coops  when  shipped  from  any  point  in 
Georgia  to  any  place  outside  of  the  state,  is 
single  first  class ;  but  if  shipped  from  one  point 
to  another  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  the  rate  is 
double  first  class.  If  in  canvas  coops  the  rate 
is  double  first  class  iu  all  cases. 

The  rate  in  Georgia  is  fixed  by  the  railroad 
commission;  the  rate  from  Georgia  to  any 
other  state  is  governed  by  the  interstate  laws. 

There  are  only  two  other  states  in  the  south 
where  the  rate  is  the  same  as  in  Georgia,  viz: 
North  Carolina  and  Mississippi." 

Of  Interest  to  Breeders  of  Buff 
Liegliorns. 

A  handsome  illu>trattd  catalogue  has  just 
been  issued  for  the  spring  and  fall  of  1897,  by 
the  American  Buff'  Leghorn  Club.  Send  a 
two  cent  stamp  to  the  secretary,  E.  P.  Shep- 
herd, Croton  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  you  will  get  a 
copy  by  return  mail. 


A  Fev\'  Compliments. 

Hits  the  Nail. 
Farm-Poultry  seems  to  me  to  hit  the  nail 
on  the  head,  so  I  have  subscribed. 
Flushing,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  J.  D.  K. 

Good  Enough  For  Him. 

We  are  getting  several  poultry  papers  regu- 
larly, but  for  an  up-to-date  practical  poultry 
paper  Farm-Poultry  is  good  enough  for  us. 
That  it  may  "  live  long  and  prosper,"  is  our 
wish.  H.  C.  M. 

Myersdale,  Pa. 

Met  With  Losses  From  Inexperience. 

The  last  day  of  May  closes  the  seventeenth 
month  since  I  began  in  the  poultry  business.  I 
have  taken  Farm-Poultry  but  a  few  mouths, 
and  would  not  like  to  keep  hen  house  without 
it.  If  I  had  subscribed  to  Farm-Poultry 
when  I  began  I  could  undoubtedly  have  saved 
the  subscription  price  several  times  over,  as  I 
met  with  many  losses  from  inexperience. 

Oakham,  Mass.  A.  K.  R. 


Cottager :  "  I  ordered  two  dozen  eggs 
yesterday,  Mr.  Crackers,  and  paid  for  them, 
ljut  you  only  sent  twenty."  Mr.  Crackers: 
"  Wa-al,  you  see,  four  of  'em  was  bad,  an'  I 
knewed  you  wouldn't  keer  fer  'em." 

He  Told  the  Truth. 

"  I  undenstand  you  were  punished  in  school 
today,  Thomas,"  said  Mr.  Bacon  to  his  twelve 
year-old  hoy. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  promptly  replied  the  juvenile. 

"For  what?" 

"  For  telling  the  truth,  sir." 

"  Your  teacher  said  it  was  for  some  reflection 
you  made  upon  her  age." 

"  That's  the  way  she  took  it,  father.  You 
see,  she  drew  a  picture  of  a  basket  of  eggs  on 
the  blackboard,  and  while  .she  was  out  of  the 
room  1  just  wrote  under  them:  'The  hen 
that  made  these  eggs  isn't  any  chicken.'" — 
I'onkers  Statesnuai. 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 

Questions  Briefly-  Answered. 

Anv  of  Ibr  numlKTS  of  KAKSI-POfLTKV  rvferrr>l 
lo^  lieiow.  will  bt^  supplifl  al  llic  rale  of  five  crms 

LasgsHaxs.— ^H.  R.  11..  Missouri) :  Lang- 
sb:iii».  :»>  a  rule.  »rc  very  hardy. 

Chesapeakk  Bay.— (E.  II.  II..  Illinois): 
The  country  arounj  the  Lhesape-nke  Bay 
wouUl  l>e  very  desirable  for  poultry  farming. 

Crackkr  Crimbs.  —  (G.  E.  X..  Xew 
York) :  Cracker  crumbs  are  excellent  iu  the 
m.-isb  of  both  fowls  and  chicks. 

Leuiioks-Ckchix  CRtiss.— (A.  K.  R.. 
Massachusetts) :  The  cro^s  of  White  Leghorn 
on  White  Cochin  makes  a  gooti  general  pur- 
pose fowl. 

Egg  Broke.— (C.  C.  S.,  Maryland) :  When 
heus  are  too  fat,  eggs  are  apt  to  break  in 
them,  which  causes  death. 

Brahmas  axd  Minokcas.— (U.  L.  G., 
Connecticut)  :  Light  Brahmas  for  winter  eggs 
and  roasting  fowls,  and  Black  Minorcas  for 
summer  eggs,  would  be  good  breeds. 

LrMF  rxr>ER  Beak.— (W.  N.  E.,  Arkan- 
sas) :  Wa^h  the  lump  under  the  beak  daily 
with  castile  soap  aud  warm  water,  and  when 
dry  anoint  with  vaseline. 

Pol  LTRV  WoMfLN.— (.M.  L.  R..  Ohio)  :  We 
believe  it  i,-  hunler  to  hire  a  thorough  poultry 
woman  than  a  man.  All  the  good  women  are 
married ! 

Swelling  on  HmD. — (E.  S.  W.,  Illinois) : 
For  swelling  on  side  of  head.  wa>h  daily  with 
warm  water  and  castile  soap,  and  when  dry 
anoint  with  vaseline. 

Egg  Bkekhs.— (L.  A.  B..  Muine)  :  Either 
the  L^gbt  Brahmas  or  the  White  Wyandotles 
are  excellent  winter  layers.  For  summer  lay- 
ing especially,  the  White  Leghorns  are  very 
good. 

H-O  Feed.- (W.  H.,  Pennsylvania)-  In 
feeding  H-O  Foo<i,  it  is  not  necessary  lo  mix 
any  other  ground  grain  with  it.  It  is  a  com- 
plete food  in  itself. 

BI.OOD  Clot. —  (J.  M..  Massachusetts): 
The  blood  clot  found  in  the  ben  may  have 
been  caused  by  accident.  Probably  some  one 
threw  a  stone  or  stick  at  the  ben  in  chasing 
ber. 

OVERSTIMILATEI).  —  (  G.    E.    II.,  Xcw 

York) :  Excessive  feeding  of  oats,  peas,  corn 
or  cooked  vegetables,  will  overstimulate  the 
fowls,  causing  indigestion  and  liver  troubles. 
Cooked  vegetables  must  not  be  fed  where 
there  is  a  looseness  of  the  bowels. 

Brother  AND  Sister.— (.J.  Y.  McC,  Penn- 
sylvania) :  The  sexes  from  a  sitting  of  eggs 
can  be  mated  to  each  other,  as  the  cockerel  is 
apt  to  be  only  a  half-brother  to  most  of  the 
pullets.  We  do  not  approve  of  crossing 
-    father  on  daughter. 

Laugshax  Chicks.— (II.  R.  H..  ilissouri) : 
Langsban  chicks  are  fed  the  same  way  any 
other  breed  would  be  fed.  The  tirst  week 
give  rolled  oats,  moi^tened  with  milk.  After 
that  soft  feed  like  equal  parts  of  bran,  corn 
meal,  rolled  oats  and  middlings,  scalded  or 
cooked,  and  fed  crumbly.  Green  food  and 
fresh  water  daily. 

Pale  Y'olkS.— (M.  D.  S.,  New  .Jersey): 
It  is  often  the  case  that  some  hens  in  a  flock 
will  give  pale  yolked  eggs,  while  others  with 
the  same  food  will  have  nicely  colored  ones. 
U  is  about  on  the  same  principle  that  some 
cows  give  richer  milk  than  others,  with  the 
same  feed  :ind  care. 

Prolapse.— (W.  fl.,  Pennsylvania) :  The 
treatment  for  prolapse  —  or  protrusion  of  the 
egg  passage  —  is  to  wash  the  bowel  with 
tepid  water,  and  then  with  witch  hazel; 
gently  replace  it  by  pushing  back  into  the 
abdomen.  If  it  comes  out  again  continue  the 
same  treatment,  giving  a  teaspooiiful  of  sweet 
oil  every  morning,  aud  avoid  the  feeding  of 
irritating  food. 

Probably  Crop  Bound.- f.J.  H.  L.,  Con- 
necticut) :  It  is  not  advisable  to  have  cut  clover 
hay  on  the  floor  of  the  scratching  shed,  unless 
the  fowis  are  liberally  supplied  with  green 
food.  When  they  crave  the  latter,  and  can- 
not get  it,  they  are  apt  to  pack  tbeir  crops 
with  this  dried  hay,  which  will  produce  crop 
bound.  From  the  description  given,  we 
believe  our  correspondent's  birds  are  iu  that 
condition. 


Xiimber  of  Birds  in  a  Prii. 

Mr.  Eililor;— Your  coinpllmenls  to  Brer.  .Licolis  are 
capiu-il.  1  wasglatl  to  sre  you  refi  t  to  Mr.  Wyckoff 
anil  Ills  jrrt-at  success,  and  particularly  Invause  lie 
olitaiutsl  those  resnlls  under  eondillons  whii-li  you 
would  most  decidtHlly  coniUuni.  vi/.,  Ili>eks  of  lUty 
fowls  each,  two  flwks  to  a  house  lis -W  feet,  or  less 
than  five  s*|uare  fe-el  t*i  each  fowl. 

It  w;is  my  orijnnal  intenliou  to  plan  alun;;  Sir. 
\Vyckotl~s  lines,  but  I  admit  Iliat  you  have  rather 
lu.aile  luc  fifl  uusafe.  Isn't  it  a  fact,  however,  that  if 
the  houses  are  kept  in  a  perfeelly  (as  tar  as  possible) 
sanitary  comlllion,  the  houses  need  not  be  so  large? 
I  had  it  in  mind  to  make  my  flocksouc-half  the  size  of 
Mr.  \Vyckofl"s,  simply  as  involving  less  risks  from 
conta^on.  1  would  like  your  opinion  aji  to  the  prob- 
ability of  results  with  houses  giving  Hves<iuare  feet 
|K'r  fowl,  provided  strict  sanitary  measures  are  car- 
ried out  in  each  bouse,  there  beiog  twenty-flve  fowls 
IH'r  pen,  W,  O.  S. 

Queens.  N'.  Y. 

A  great  deal  depends  upon  what  kind  of 
fowls  are  kept.  Mr.  Wyckofl's  are  Leghorns, 
aud  one  can  keep  lifty  Leghorns  iu  the  saino 
space  that  twenty  or  twenty-live  Light  Brah- 
mas or  Cochins  can  be  kept  in ;  and  Mr. 
Wyckofl  bas  demonstrated  that  he  can  keep 
fifty  fowls  in  a  flock  iu  houses  which  give 
less  than  live  square  feet  per  fowl,  and  doit 
successfully.  Whether  you  could  do  it  would 
depend  upon  whether  you  had  the  ability  of 
Mr.  Wyckoft".  Mr.  WycbofT  gives  braim:  to 
bis  business,  and  where  he  has  made  a 
remarkable  success  nine  men  out  of  ten  would 
blunder  and  fail. 

It  is  possible  to  keep  fowls  in  floi-ks  of 
twenty-five  or  fifty  iu  bouses  w  hich  give  but 
five  square  feet  of  bou.se  ro<>m,  provideil  tho 
strictest  sanitary  measures  are  observed  ;  but 
you  know  what  the  old  Indian  said:  "All 
men  love  lazy,"  and  in  the  stress  of  work  with 
chickens,  or  some  pressing  demand,  some 
point  in  cleanliness  would  be  neglected;  ver- 
min would  get  a  foothold,  or  the  vice  of 
feather  pulling,  or  egg  eating;  aud  then, 
goodbye  profits. 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Wyckofli'  would  make 
more  money  per  fowl  with  twenty-live  or 
thirty  birds  in  the  house  in  w  bich  he  now 
puts  fifty.  We  found  by  actual  experience 
that  we  aveniged  more  eggs  per  fowl  when 
we  put  twelve  birds  in  pens  twelve  feet  square 
than  from  fifteen  birds  in  the  same  tize  pen. 
We  did,  not,  however,  get  a  sufficiently  large 
increase  to  show  that  it  would  pay  to  invest 
the  additional  amount  of  money  required  to 
give  them  larger  amount  of  room,  and  this 
would  <iuite  likely  apply  to  Mr.  Wyckofl'. 
Twenty-five  birds  in  the  same  pen  would 
necessitate  double  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  houses  and  runs  to  bouse  the  same 
amount  of  stock,  and  he  might  not  get  a 
sufficiently  large  increase  of  profit  to  pay  the 
interest  on  additional  capital,  and  the  depreci- 
ation in  the  plant.  We  are  quite  sure,  how- 
ever, that  there  would  lie  an  appreciable 
increase  of  profit. 


A  Beginner's  Questions. 

Mr.  Kditor:  —  Being  somewhat  interested  In  the 
poultry  business,  ami  thinking  some  of  going  into  it, 
I  would  like  to  ask  you  a  few  questions. 

1st.  Uo  you  think  that  one  dollar  per  lien  can  be 
made  by  selling  eggs  at  market  prices  aud  raising 
enough  pullets  to  taJie  the  place  of  all  the  yearling 
liens  each  year? 

i'd.  What  do  you  think  a  farm  of  thirty  or  forty 
acres,  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  Boston,  and 
near  a  village  and  railroad,  would  cost? 

3d,  What  capital  do  you  think  a  man  would  need  lo 
buy  such  a  farm  complete,  build  hen  houses  and  buy 
about  two  hundred  hens? 

4tli.  Do  you  consider  raising  fancy  poultry  and 
selling  sittings  of  eggs  more  profitable  than  raising 
eggs  for  market  prices?  D.  N.  II. 

Cornwall,  N.  Y. 

1st.  Yes,  two  dollars  per  year,  aud  more, 
can  be  made  upon  each  ben  kept,  selling  egg.s 
at  market  prices  and  reprtKlncing  the  laying 
stock  each  year.  The  average  price  of  eggs 
here  in  New  England  and  eastern  New  York 
is  above  twenty-five  cents  a  dozen.  A  well 
cared  lor  hen  should  lay  twelve  dozen  of  eggs 
in  a  year,  which  gives  $3  gross  income.  As 
it  costs  about  $1.2.5  a  year  to  feed  a  fowl  and 
feed  her  well,  you  can  see  that  if  you  can 
handle  the  fowls  so  as  to  get  twelve  tlozeu  of 
eggs  a  year  apiece  from  them  you  will  get 
above  $2  apiece  profit  from  them.  This 
profit  can  be  materially  increased  by  hatching 
and  raising  more  chickens  than  just  sufficient 
to  reproduce  the  laying  stock.  Mr.  Kankin 
has  said  that  one  can  make  $40  profit  a  year 
ofl"  a  ben  by  setting  all  her  eggs,  and  raising  a 
large  quantity  of  chickens ;  but  your  question 
applies  to  eggs  alone,  aud  we  have  answered 
it  upon  that  basis. 


2d.  A  farm  of  thirty  or  forty  acres  will 
cost  anywhere  from  §1500  to  §15,000,  or  even 
more,  many  things  determining  its  value  —  the 
condition  of  the  farm,  the  condition  of  the 
buildings,  location  and  many  other  considera- 
tions. We  know  of  a  farm  of  little  over  thirty 
acres,  that  has  been  in  the  market  severtil 
years.  Nobody  wants  to  buy  it  bec:iuse  the 
buildings  are  in  such  a  tumble-down  condition 
that  they  would  practically  have  to  be  rebuilt, 
which  would  necessitjite  an  immediate  outlay 
of  at  least  $2,0tK),  hence,  such  a  farm  can  only 
be  considered  as  so  much  laud.  You  express 
a  w  ish  for  a  farm  near  a  village  and  near  a 
railroad ;  both  conditions  enhance  the  value 
of  a  farm,  and  you  would  have  to  pay  consid- 
enibly  more  for  one  near  a  village  and  near  a 
railroad  than  for  one  some  little  distance  back 
from  one,  or  both. 

od.  The  amount  of  capital  required  would 
depend  altogether  upon  bow  expensive  a  farm 
a  mau  bought,  and  bow  much  he  needed  to 
pay  out  iu  repairing  buildings,  how  expensive 
poultry  buildings  be  built,  and  bow  expensive 
hens  he  bought.  He  ought  to  have  $4,000 
capital  to  make  a  reasonably  good  start. 

4tb.  Much  depends  upon  conditions.  There 
is  no  reason  whatever  why  the  selling  of  sit- 
tings of  eggs  from  thoroughbred  poultry  (not 
necessarily  "  fancy  poultry )  shoulil  not  be 
combined  with  selling  eggs  for  market  pur- 
poses. For  instance,  the  selling  of  eggs  for 
hatching  is  confined  to  practically  three 
months  of  the  year.  What  would  you  expect 
to  do  with  the  eggs  produced  from  your  fowls 
the  remaining  nine  months  of  the  year?  Op 
would  you  plan  to  have  fowls  that  would  lay 
only  during  the  three  months  in  which  you 
sold  eggs  for  hatching?  All  thoroughbred 
poultry  raisers  sell  a  great  many  eggs  to 
market;  and  the  most  successful  poultrymen, 
such  as  Mr.  Wyckotl  of  Groton,  N.  Y.,  and 
Mr.  Nortou  of  Falmouth  Foreside,  Me.,  sell 
thousands  of  dozens  of  eggs  to  market  during 
eight  or  nine  months  of  the  year;  then  in 
March,  April  and  May,  when  the  country  is 
Hooded  with  eggs,  and  prices  extremely  low, 
they  market  but  very  few,  and  sell  the  eggs 
for  hatching  purposes,  or  hatch  aud  raise 
chickens  to  be  sold  as  laying  and  breeding 
stock  iu  the  fall  and  winter.  That  can  be 
made  a  very  profitable  businens,  and  worked 
for  an  additional  profit  w  itb  the  market  poul- 
try business.  It  costs  uo  more  to  keep  a  good 
breeding  hen,  of  thoroughbred  stock,  than  it 
does  to  keep  a  common  barnyard  fowl  for 
eggs,  .so  if  you  keep  good  thoroughbred  fowls 
you  can  sell  their  eggs  for  hatching  during 
the  hatching  season,  and  sell  market  eggs  the 
other  nine  months  of  the  year — hence,  make 
a  double  profit. 


Wants  an  Kgs  Marl(«t. 

Mr.  Editor:— t'p  lo  this  time  I  have  had  private 
customers  enough  for  all  my  eggs,  but  now  the  bid- 
dies are  doing  so  well  1  cannot  dispose  of  them  all  in  a 
day,  and  I  would  like  to  have  you  recommend  me  to 
some  egg  dealers  who  would  be  reliable  parties  for 
me  lo  negotiate  with,  so  thai  1  can  do  away  with  the 
private  customers,  and  ship  all  eggs  right  into  town, 

I  shall  have  fifty  or  sixty  eggs  a  day,  aud  I  should 
like  to  ship  them  twice  a  week,  or  certainly  once  a 
week.  I  find  the  jirice  at  one  store  thirty  cents  per 
tiozen.  Here  we  can  get  btit  eighteen  at  the  most 
uow,  though  this  price  cannot  last,  of  course.  Please 
tell  me  the  names  of  good  dealers,  because  I  assure 
you  these  eggs  will  be  the  best  the  hens  can  do. 

Whitman,  Mass,  Mrs.J.  II,  H, 

We  think  you  will  do  much  better  to  dis- 
pose of  eggs  to  private  customers  than  to 
attempt  to  send  them  to  a  dealer  in  the  city, 
because  tlie  private  customers  pay  an  average 
of  about  ten  cents  per  dozen  more  than  the 
dealer  will  pay  you,  aud  that  ten  cents  per 
dozen  (supposing  your  birds  lay  twelve  dozen 
eggs  apiece  in  a  year),  means  a  difl'erence  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  in  the  profit  from 
each  ben.  Another  difficulty  in  approaching 
a  dealer  is,  that  your  supply  is  so  small.  A 
dealer  cannot  coinmand  a  very  large  trade 
who  has  but  a  thirty  dozen  case  a  week;  and, 
another  thing,  llie  (juaiitity  w  hich  you  could 
ship  to  the  dealer  could  not  be  calculable  at 
the  present  high  tide  of  egg  produclioii,  as 
we  pointed  out  in  the  article,  "  Who  Gets  the 
Profit."  page  160,  Api  il  15th  F.-P.  It  is  the 
winter  eggs  that  commmid  the  market  for  the 
year.  By  that  we  mean  eggs  in  November, 
December  and  January  —  and  it  is  one's 
ability  to  supply  a  dealer,  or  customers,  at 
that  season,  that  commands  the  trade  of  the 
year. 


Clianeine  Coclierel. 

Mr,  Editor:— In  taking  out  a  cockerel  and  puttinj; 
in  a  fresh  bird,  how  long,  in  your  opinion,  before  I 
g<  t  chicks  from  this  last  bird  ?  C.  M.  B. 

Cambridge,  N.  Y. 

Ten  days  to  two  weeks  is  usually  consid- 
ered safe;  but  some  breeders  will  tell  you 
that  the  intlucnce  of  the  first  male  will  be 
potent  until  the  conclusion  of  the  litterof  eggs 
a  female  is  then  laying.  To  the  best  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief  no  conclusive  experi- 
ments upon  that  point  have  ever  been  tried  — 
but  for  all  practical  purposes  we  think  two 
weeks  would  be  safe. 

Curing  Clover. 

Mr,  Editor:— How  can  I  cut  clover  in  the  field  and 
dry  It  to  use  in  winter?  Would  it  dry  green  or 
brow  n?  Also  tell  me  why  the  chicks  from  my  incu- 
bator that  hatched  four  days  after  the  iwenty-one 
days  were  stronger  than  those  hatched  on  time, 

Walllngford,  Conn.  W.G.R. 

1st.  Clover  is  cut  and  cured  for  bay ;  in 
fact,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  is  bay ;  and 
there  is  no  diflerence  between  making  hay  for 
feeding  to  heus,  and  making  hay  for  feeding 
to  cows.  We  have  found  it  best  to  put  clover 
into  cocks  directly  after  it  has  wilted,  and  let 
it  stand  in  the  cocks  about  two  days  until  it 
has  got  a  good  sweat;  then  open  a  little,  turn 
quite  quickly  and  put  into  the  barn.  Cured 
in  this  manner,  the  life  is  not  burned  out  of 
it.  Of  course,  it  will  bebiown,  since  clover 
bay  is  invariably  brown. 

2d.  We  do  not  know.  Ordinarily,  the 
reverse  is  true,  the  chicks  hatched  three  or 
four  days  over  time  being  usually  weak, 
indifferent  things. 

House  Questions. 
.Mr.  Editor:—  1st.  I  have  read  with  much  interest 
yonr  ar  icle  in  May  1st  Farm  roCLTRY  on  scratch- 
ing shed  house.  Can  you  tell  nie  how  much  is  the 
cost  c^jinplelc  of  a  four  pen  house,  (four  roosting 
pens  and  four  pen  sheds)  built  alter  your  plan  every 
wa> ,  all  complete  ready  to  put  the  poultry  in,  lumber, 
labor,  etc.? 

2d.  Wliy  not  have  the  curtains  of  half-inch 
matched  boards?  A.T,  II. 

Natick,  Mass, 

1st.  We  have  not  time  to  make  a  careful 
estimate  of  the  lumber  and  lalior  required  to 
build  such  a  house,  but  a  friend  in  a  neigh- 
boring town  built  a  teu  pen-ten  shed  house, 
with  yards,  etc.,  all  complete,  built  by  the 
day,  aud  tells  us  it  cost  him,  all  in  apple  pie 
order,  just  about  five  hundred  dollars.  That 
would  make  a  four  pen  bouse  with  yards,  etc., 
complete,  cost  two  hundred  dollars,  which  is 
just  about  our  estimate  of  two  dollars  per 
head  for  housing  stock. 

2d.  Curtains  of  half-inch  match  boards 
would  be  a  serious  mistake,  because  the 
sheds  ougbtnolto  beligbtly  closed;  but  there 
ought  to  be  light  and  air  through  them. 
Curtaliia  admit  of  some  air  circulating,  and 
admit  a  great  deal  of  light,  which  is  a  decided 
advantage  in  the  few  days  in  which  the  cur- 
tains have  to  remain  closed.  Then,  too,  the 
cloth  curtains  lacked  to  a  simple  frame  are 
very  much  lighter,  aud  much  more  easily 
handled  thau  the  board  curtains  would  be. 
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Fainting  Spells  and  Dizziness 
Follow  La  Grippe. 

WE  HEAR  LESS  ABOUT  THIS  DISEASE  THAN  FOR- 
MERLY, BUT  IT  IS  STILL  VERY  PREVALENT. 


Why  Do  the  Chickens  Die? 

Mr.  Editor;— I  liave  about  sixty  chickens  in  a 
brooiler.  They  are  four  and  live  weeks  old,  and  lor 
llie  last  week  they  liave  been  dropping  off.  1  Jind 
them  dead  in  the  brooder  in  the  morning,  and  some 
are  tottering  around  and  will  be  gone  in  a  few  days. 
I  do  not  have  much  heat  in  the  brooder,  because  I 
think  they  are  old  enough  not  to  need  much.  They 
are  not  lousy,  because  1  keep  them  free  fronj  lice. 
The  brooder  is  in  a  liouse  on  the  ground.  Their  food 
consists  of  equal  parts  of  Indian  meal,  linefeed,  bran, 
ground  oats,  say  one  quart  of  each,  and  one  pint  of 
meat  meal,  one  spoonful  bone  meal,  suit,  a  little  soda, 
made  into  a  cake  and  baked.  They  have  grain 
(cracked  wheat  and  cracked  corn)  two  parts  of  wlieat 
to  one  of  corn,  Tliey  have  cabbage  and  raw  turnips 
by  them  all  the  time,  and  sour  milk.  I  have  given 
them  fish  worms  two  or  three  times,  a  few.  I  give 
them  all  they  can  eat  four  times  a  day,  and  lliey  are 
hungry,  too.  Some  of  them  look  fine.  Tliey  are 
mostly  Barred  P.  Rocks.  Ought  I  to  take  them  out 
of  the  brooder,  or  is  it  the  food  that  is  the  trouble? 
Orange,  Mass.  R.  A.  S. 

Tliere  are  many  reasons  why  chickens  die. 
Among  them  is  overcrowding  in  Ijrooders, 
too  dry  air  in  brooders,  brooders  too  cold, 
brooders  too  hot,  damp  houses,  want  of  grit, 
inbred  stocii,  the  hens  which  prodticed  the 
eggs  too  fat,  filthy  runs,  sour  food,  and  many 
other  such  causes.  We  cannot  tell  from  your 
description  which  one  of  these,  or  whether  it 
be  some  other;  and  it  maybe  a  combination 
of  causes  which  makes  your  chicl;ens  die. 
One  of  the  most  frequent  causes  of  chickens 
drooping  and  dying  is  want  of  grit.  It  is 
astonishing  how  little  lieed  is  paid  to  this 
great  necessity,  and  many  chickens  absolutely 
die  of  indigestion,  with  plenty  of  food  in  their 
crops  and  gizzards,  but  lacking  the  where- 
withal to  grind  the  food. 

Your  food  ration  seems  to  be  about  right, 
excepting  that  we  thiuk  your  cake  would  be 
better  if  the  meal  was  ground  finer.  Ground 
oats,  for  instance,  unless  ground  very  fine,  are 
apt  to  be  coarse  and  bully. 

Have  your  chickens  been  out  doors  any? 
We  spoke  iu  a  recent  number  of  the  injurious 
effect  of  chickens  being  confined  to  a  dry 
house  and  brooder.  In  fact,  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  experience  for  chickens  to  go  "  otl' 
their  legs  "  because  kept  too  dry,  and  some 
poultrymen  sprinkle  a  brooder  house  floor  to 
dampen  it  a  little  in  order  to  counteract  the 
excessive  dryness  of  the  atmosphere. 

These  suggestions  are  merely  surmises. 
We  can  give  no  other  answer,  owing  to  the 
little  light  we  get  from  your  letter.  If  you 
were  not  so  positive  that  they  were  not  lousy, 
we  should  suggest  that  that  is  the  difliculty, 
and  we  strongly  suspect  that  now,  in  spite  of 
your  claim  that  they  are  free  from  lice.  Very 
few  chickens  are  free  from  lice  —  and  even  if 
the  chickens  themselves  are  free,  we  have 
seen  brooders  so  swarming  with  the  red  mites 
that  no  chickens  could  long  survive  their 
exhausting  drain  upon  the  system. 


Pretty  Good  for  Winter  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Nov.  1st,  1S98,  1  hatched  in  incubator 
seventy-five  B.  P.  Rock  chicks,  intending  them  for 
broilers.  I  found  no  sale  for  them  at  the  broiler  age. 

They  grew  and  throve  nicely.  One  of  the  pullets 
laid  her  first  egg  April  2Gth,  when  a  little  less  than  six 
months  old.  Two  others  connnenced  May  1st.  The 
three  are  now  laying  nearly  every  day. 

Do  you  consider  that  good  laying  for  pullets  so 
young?  C.  F.  B. 

Trumbull,  Conn. 

Had  these  pullets  been  hatched  iu  April  or 
May  there  would  be  nothing  remarkable  iu 
their  performance.  It  certtnnly  is  very  much 
to  the  credit  of  their  owner  that  he  has  been 
able  to  bring  r.  Eock  pullets  hatched  at  the 
beginning  of  a  New  England  winter  to  hiving 
maturity  before  the  trees  were  iu  leaf  iu  the 
spring.  We  would  like  to  suggest  to  Mr.  B. 
that  he  keep  a  dozen  of  these  pullets  by  them- 
selves for  a  year  or  more,  keeping  an  accurate 
record  of  their  product,  and  the  receipts  for 
it.  It  would  be  most  interesting  to  compare 
such  a  record  with  one  made  by  an  equal 
number  of  s)_  ring  hatched  pullets. 


Advice  to  a  Beginner, 

Mr.  Editor:—  Following  the  teaching  of  F.-P.,  I 
h^ve  bought  a  small  place  in  the  poulti-yman's  para- 
dise, known  geographically  as  New  Jersey.  I  accom- 
plished the  result  with  a  small  injection  of  cash  and 
a  large  plaster  of  wind  and  mortgage;  but  that  is  as  far 
as  1  can  go  on  the  lines  you  liave  laid  down,  and  I  ask 
more  light  to  fit  my  particular" case. 

I  will  get  possession  May  1st,  1897,  and  will  go  lo 
New  York  to  work  every  day.  I  i.itend  to  ultimately 
keep  three  breeds,  Lt.  Brahmas,  White  Wyauilotles 
and  Buff  Leghorns.  I  have  no  monej  'eft  to  build  the 


poultry  houses.  The  residence  is  very  old,  and  the 
tirst  summer  it  will  take  all  my  surplus  earnings  to  lit 
that  and  the  grounds  up.  Tliere  is  a  20x40  barn  on  the 
lilace,  and  as  I  will  have  no  immediate  use  for  a  horse 
or  cow,  it  seemed  to  me  best,  to  buy  about  one  Iiun- 
dred  head  of  laying  stock,  as  soon  as  I  get  possession, 
liouse  them  in  the  barn  at  night,  and  let  them  run 
during  the  day ;  then  use  the  income  from  this  one 
hundred  liead,  to  gradually  build  liouses,  and  increase 
the  stock. 

If  1  adopt  that  course  I  could  only  use  one  breed. 
Which  breed  shall  it  be?  Is  it  best  to  start  with 
Cuff  Leghorns  for  summer  eggs,  and  add  the  White 
AVyandottes in  the  fall;  or  start  with  White  Wyan- 
dottes,  and  add  the  other  two  when  I  can  build 
proper  houses  and  yards  ? 

Whichever  breed  is  adopted  to  start  with,  had  I 
better  buy  hens  hatched  April  or  May,  1S96,  or  late  fall 
pullets  of  1890?  If  tlie  hens  are  preferable,  how  long 
should  I  keeji  them?  Both  would  have  to  be  carried 
through  the  moult  in  1897,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  late 
fall  pullets  ^vould  yield  more  eggs.  Would  it  be  safe 
to  breed  from  them  on  account  of  their  slowness  in 
matui'ing? 

Kindly  guide  me  over  the  rocks,  and  state  in  col- 
umns of  F.-P.,  your  reasons  for  each  course. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.  L.  R.  D. 

You  are  in  a  position  to  start,  as  most  other 
successful  jjoultrymeu  have  stiirted,  begiuuiug 
small  iind  growing.  We  would  certainly 
thiuk  it  wiser  for  you  to  begin  with  one 
variety.  What  that  variety  is  is  of  little  con- 
sequence. We  bought  Barred  Plymouth 
Kocks  for  our  start,  because  our  next  door 
neighbor  had  some  that  he  was  willing  to 
sell,  and  "  avtiilability  "  was  a  most  important 
consideration.  So  we  bought  a  dozen  year 
old  hens,  and  a  few  weeks  afterwards  bought 
ten  scrub  pullets,  and  that  was  our  first 
winter's  stock. 

Y'our  20  X  40  barn  will  do  admirably  to 
house  forty  or  fifty  Ijirds.  They  will  give  you 
a  good  start  in  the  way  of  experience,  also 
some  eggs  to  sell  next  winter,  and  a  lot  of 
sitters  for  next  spring.  We  would  not  house 
one  hundred  head  of  stock  in  that  building, 
or  in  any  other  in  one  flock.  Our  method  of 
usiug-it  for  two  flocks  would  be  to  divide  it  in 
halves,  and  keep  twenty  or  twenty-five  birds 
in  -each  family.  It  would  not  be  necessary 
for  you  to  have  yards  for  these  flocks.  You 
could  so  arrange  a  partition  th;it  one-half 
could  run  out  one  day  and  the  other  flock  the 
other  day,  which  would  do  very  well  for  a 
temporary  expedient. 

"Your  question  as  to  starting  with  Buft"  Leg- 
horns or  Wyandottes  shows  that  you  have 
very  little  knowledge  of  what  you  are  going 
to  do.  We  think  you  will  get  as  many 
summer  eggs  from  Wytmdottes  as  Bufl"  Leg- 
horns; at  letist,  we  get  a  good  egg  yield  from 
Wyandottes  both  summer  and  winter.  The 
summer  and  fall  prices  are  such  that  we  get  a 
good  profit  from  those  eggs;  but  the  best 
profit  of  all  comes  from  the  November, 
December  and  January  eggs;  and  those  you 
will  find  that  you  will  get  the  most  of  from 
early  hatched  pullets. 

Whether  you  buy  hens  a  year  old  this 
spring,  or  pullets  hatched  late  last  fall,  will 
depend  altogether  upon  your  opportunities 
for  buying.  We  doubt  very  much  whether 
you  could  find  late  htitched  pullets  without  a 
special  search  for  them,  and  that  would  cost 
you  more  time  and  money  than  they  are 
worth.  The  best  advice  which  we  can  give 
you  is  to  get  onto  the  place,  buy  forty  or  fifty 
hens,  and  make  your  "start"  with  that 
number,  shaping  your  plans  subsequently 
according  to  the  advice  which  we  have  so 
frequently  given  in  this  paper. 


English  Poultry  Papers. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  favor  me  with  the  name  and  address  of  an 
English  poultry  paper.  I  want  to  get  a  sample,  and 
would  prefer  one  conducted  on  the  same  practical 
lines  as  your  admirable  paper.  F.  T.  N. 

Denver,  Colo. 

There  is  not  any  practical  poultry  paper 
published  in  England,  so  far  as  we  know. 
The  Feathered  World,  London,  and  Poultry, 
London,  are  probably  the  two  leading  poultry 
papers  in  England,  and  they  are  strictly  fancy 
papers.  The  iStock  Keeper,  London,  has 
been  a  popular  poultry  paper,  but  has  recently 
changed  hands,  and  is  to  be  taken  out  into 
the  country, (Brandford  we  think),  and  we  are 
wholly  unable  to  state  what  its  future  will  be. 

We  have  heard  it  intimated  that  England 
was  an  excellent  field  for  a  practical  poultry 
paper,  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  it,  and  that 
a  good  practical  poultry  paper  upon  the  lines 
of  Fakm-Poultky  would  make  an  instant 
success. 


From  the  New  Era 

A  noteworthy  instance  of  the  fallibility  of 
even  the  most  skillful  physicians  is  furnished 
in  the  case  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Smith,  of  Greens- 
burg,  Ind. 

For  four  years  Mrs.  Smith  was  afflicted 
witii  a  nervous  affection  that  finally  left  her 
almost  completely  helpless,  and  which  the 
physician  who  first  attended  her  said  posi- 
tively could  not  be  cured.  Subsequently,  a 
number  of  physicians  in  this  and  other  cities, 
declared  her  case  to  be  hopeless. 

Today  in  spite  of  the  verdict  of  the  doctors, 
and  without  their  aid,  Mrs.  Smith  is  perfectly 
well.  To  a  New  Era  reporter  she  told  the 
story  of  her  extraordinary  recovery. 

"  Five  years  ago  I  had  a  severe  attack  of 
la  grippe,  followed  later  by  another.  During 
the  four  years  following,  my  health  con- 
tinued to  decline,  until  finally  I  was  hardly 
able  to  move. 

"After  having  the  grippe,"  said  Mrs. 
Smith,  "  I  was  able  to  be  about  tor  awhile, 
and  to  do  some  work.  But  in  a  short  time 
after  the  second  attack  I  began  to  experi- 
ence nervousness,  and  often  had  fainting 
spells,  my  trouble  being  similar  to  hysterics. 
I  gradually  grew  worse,  and  in  a  short 
while  I  became  subject  to  such  spells  of 
nervousness  that  I  could  do  no  work,  being 
scarcely  able  to  move  about  the  house.  1 
could  not  sleep,  and  could  not  eat.  I  would 
lie  awake  nights,  my  muscles  twitching  con- 
tinuously. My  physician  called  it  nervous- 
ness of  the  throat  and  breast,  and  after  treat- 
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ing  me  for  several  months  said  that  my  case 
or  any  case  like  mine  positively  could  not 
be.  cured.  Ditt'ereut  physicians  "  in  Greens- 
burg and  other  cities  who  attended  me,  agreed 
that  my  case  was  hopeless.  For  three  years 
I  lingered  in  misery,  trying  different  doctors 
and  remedies,  but  none  did  me  any  notice- 
able good.  Finally  my  druggist  advised  me 
to  try  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for  P;de 
People,  which  was  so  highly  recommended 
by  newspapers.  As  a  last  resort  1  tried 
them,  thinking  that  if  they  did  me  no  good 
death  might  soon  give  me  relief.  The  first 
dose  helped  nie,  and  with  every  dose  I 
improved.  I  took  about  three  boxes  and  a 
half,  and  was  completely  cured,  as  you  see 
me  today,  perfectly  healthy  and  able  to  do 
all  my  own  work." 

Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  contain,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  all  the  elements  necessary  to 
give  new  life  and  richness  to  the  blood,  and 
restore  shattered  nerves.  They  are  also  a 
specific  for  ffoubles  peculiar  to  females,  such 
as  suppressions,  irregularities  and  all  forms 
of  weakness.  They  build  up  the  blood,  and 
restore  the  glow  of  health  to  pale  and  sallow 
cheeks.  In  men  they  efl'ect  a  radical  cure 
iu  all  cases  arising  from  mental  worry,  over- 
work or  excesses  of  whatever  nature.  Pink 
Pills  are  sold  in  boxes  (never  in  loose  bulk) 
at  50  cents  a  box,  or  six  boxes  for  $2.50,  and 
may  be  had  of  all  druggists,  or  direct  by 
mail  by  addressing  Dr.  Williams'  Medicine 
Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 


Cllliia 


TEN    DAYS  FOOD 

For  Little  Chicks 

WHEN  FIEST  HATCHED. 
PROMOTES  HEALTH,  QUICK  GROWTH,  AND  STRONG  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  Food  to  Raise  Chicks  Successfuliy. 

A  trial  only  is  needed  In  prove  its  merits.  1  lb.  package  10c. ;  by  mail  25c. ;  6  Ih.  package  JOc. ;  Gfl  lb.  case  per 
lb.7c.  A  SPECIAL  OFFER.— 15  lb.  package  »1.  Express  and  freight  charges  not  prepaid. 

QUICK  EFFECT.  SURE  CURE. 

Thoroughly  tested  and  proved  valuable. 
Mixed  with  feed.  Small  Cans  ISc;  by  mail 
2Sc.  Large  Cans  35c. ;  by  mail  53c. 
Liberal  discount  to  dealers.   Address  all  orders  to 

F.  P.  CASSEL,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

Manufacturer  of  F.  P.  C.  Preparations  for  Poultry,  etc. 


Madoc  Gape  Cure 


Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  No  Mites  or  Lice  on  Us!  Will  destroy  Lice  on  House 
Plants :  free  Chickens,  Birds  and  Nests  from  Lice,  Mites  and  Vermin ;  Rid  the 
House  of  Moths  and  Fleas,  and  are  invaluable  to  use  in  Dog  Kenilels,  and  a 
sure  exterminator  of  Cockroaches.  Try  them!  They  are  Lasting  and 
Cheap!    Write  or  apply  to  JOSEPH  BR E'CK  &  SONS; 


Sole  Agents  for  the  New  England  States. 


Boston,  Mass. 


LONG  VIEW  POULTRY  YARDS- 

Breeders  of 

BARREB  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  Single  Comb  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

In  all  their  pureness.  Our  stock  are  the  prize  winners  of  the  country.  M"e  can  supply  eggs  from  prize 
stock;  eggs  for  incubator,  from  crossed  stock,  and  fresh  eggs  for  table  use. 

CELERY  FED  BROILERS,  OUR  SPECIALTY. 
Address  orders  and  all  correspondence  to  LONG  VIEW  POULTRY  Y'ARDS, 

Office,  m;  F  Srreel,  Washington,  D.  C.  Geo.  G.  IIarlhy,  >tgr,  HyattsviDe,  Md. 

SINGLE  COMBED  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

A  chance  for  llie  remainilt;r  of  seasou  to  g^el  clioicc  cgrjrs  from  same  jiens  used  h\  me.   Pens  of  prolific 
layin;^  females,  lieade<i  by  males  which  liave  won  first  honors  at  Boston,  for  two  seasons.  "Fifteen  eggs  a  sitting. 
WOODI.AWy  POITLTKY  YAKPS.   CHAS.  J.   FOGG.  Waltham,  Mass. 


COBURNS 


BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 

AND 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 


Eggs  halt  price,  S1.50  per  sitting.  Choice  yearling  breeding  stock  for  sale  iu  lots  to  suit.  Incubator. 
Eggs,  $6  per  100.  Circular  free. 

F.  A,  P,  COBVRN,  769  Stevens  St.,  LoweU,  Mass. 


Karm-  Poultry 


The  Hen  is  Broody. 

Mr.  Edilor:—  I  Iuim-  iwo  vr  lliixi-  Kcirn-^i  Plymoutl) 
Roct:  pullcu  that  aix'  brvHKly.  They  gr^-i  ou  tb*-  uesl, 
lay  Iheir  e,ff3r.  aud  reutaiu  ihere.  If  a  person  or 
chicken  oi»nics  near  one,  she  will  rultte  up  her  feathers, 
aihl  I  can  only  call  the  uoise  she  makes  as  a  prowl. 

I  wauc  to  set  her,  Imi  "  hubby  "  sa>-s  she  is  uoi  ready 
to  sit.  He  says  she  aiust  stop  layiug  first.  She  will 
iralber  every  in  the  nest  under  her.  and  spread 
her  wla^  over  ihem.  Mrs.  0.  K.  H. 

Cleveland,  Ohi\>. 

Tbe  heu  is  brotnly  eiiougb  to  set.  She  may 
layoue  or  more  eggs  after  being  set,  but  if 
you  mark  the  e^s  you  give  ber,  you  can 
eaiUly  piek  out  ibose  ^be  lays. 


Non-Sittins  W.  P.  Rocks. 

Ml.  Lviiior:— Are  White  P.  Kooks  Don-siUtr^:  1 
have  had  tbeiu  for  two  years,  aud  last  year  they 
wonld  u**t  sit.  This  y«u-  they  are  still  worse.  I  had 
one  or  two  sit  last  year,  but  s*>  far  this  season  I  have 
not  one  Ik^h  that  wants  to  sit.  I  am  a  farmer,  and  do 
not  care  f.>r  fancy  poultry,  but  would  like  to  raise 
soose  gMHl  siroua:,  larsre  fow-ls  for  my  owu  use.  What 
breetl  do  you  think  would  be  best?  J.  B. 

Jerk-bo,  X.  Y. 

Wbite  P.  Rocks,  as  a  rule,  are  sitters,  tbougb 
M)nie  strains  may  be  practically  non-sitters. 
If  your  bens  are  in  other  ^e^pects  gootl  bens 
anJ  satis-fuoiory  to  you,  we  would  advise  you 
10  buy  a  male  from  stock  of  wbicb  the  females 
are  persistent  sitters  and  mate  with  them. 
The  writer  tried  ibis  plan  with  some  Lt. 
Brabm.is,  and  found  it  an  admirable  one. 

Plymouth  Kocks  and  Wyandottes  in  their 
various  sub-breeds  rank  highest  as  farm  or 
general  purpose  fowls. 


Tbat  Dei»«nds. 

Mr.  Edilor:—  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask  you  a  few 
questions  which  puzzle  me,  and  ask  you  to  help  me 
out. 

Have  been  lakin^r  Farm-Poultry  since  the  first 
of  the  Tear,  and  am  more  than  pleased  with  it.  In 
fact,  await  patiently,  or  im|>atiently  I  should  say,  for 
•  :i.  ~  .  t-tilinL:  number.  Have  derived  a  great  deal 
■  from  it.  and  would  not  be  without  It. 

I  ii  iw  lif.y-eiirhi  thoroughbred  B.  P.Rocks,halcheti 
two  weeks  ago.  All  but  five  are  from  pullet  uiatings, 
tbe  rest  cockerel  mating.  Now,  how  shall  I  mate 
them  January  next?  ^hall  X  put  a  cockerel  from  tbe 
pullet  mating  with  pullets  of  same  mating,  or  put 
cockerel  of  cockerel  mating  with  pullets  of  pullet 
matiog?  or  would  it  be  better  to  introduce  new  blood 
alt<3gether?  Is  it  a  good  plan  to  mate  pullets  aud 
cockerel  from  same  eggs?  Is  It  a  good  plan  to  male 
puUels  with  a  cockerel  at  all— pullets  not  less  than 
eight  montlis  old,  cockerel  same?  Please  tell  me  at 
what  age  pullets  should  be  separated  from  cockerels 
for  feeding  for  winter  layiog.  How  is  the  best  way 
to  get  pullets  into  shape  for  winter  laying? 

I  have  a  field  of  alfalfa.  1*0  ft.  by  160  ft.  The  160  ft. 
way  faces  the  house,  and  I  would  like  to  make  runs 
tlial  way.  Now.  I  want  to  know  the  best  way  of  cut- 
ting the  piece  into  pens  to  get  best  results,  at  same 
time  want  to  keep  about  tbe  limit.  How  is  this  for  a 
plan?  (My  hens  will  be  B.  P.  Rocks  and  W. Leghorns 
and  for  laying  only).  Seven  pens,  20x160;  house, 
10x14,  hens  40  to  50.  (In  an  article  in  your  paper  not 
long  ago  of  one  of  the  noted  eastern  breeders,  be 
uses  a  much  less  size  yard,  and  keeps  fifty  fowls  in  it.) 

I  hope  that  I  am  not  asking  too  many  questions,  and 
assure  you  by  your  answering  them  that  you  will  be 
doing  roe  a  very  great  favor.  A.  W.  C. 

Live  Oak,  Sutter  Co.,  Caiif. 

We  infer  from  your  letter  that  you  are 
breeding  for  fancy  points.  That  is  what  your 
reference  to  methods  of  mating  at  once  sug- 
gests. If  so,  we  can  only  advise  to  wait  until 
tbe  chicks  are  developed,  and  then  see  what 
you  have.  As  you  have  but  five  birds  from  a 
cockerel  mating  we  would  tbink  tbe  cbances 
of  securing  a  good  birU  of  eitber  sex  from 
that  number  rather  slim.  We  would  advise 
you  to  get  a  copy  of  our  paper  for  Feb.  1st, 
1896,  (price  five  cents),  and  read  tbe  articles 
on  mating  Plymouth  Eocks,  contributed  to 
that  number  by  E.  B.  Thompson  ana  A.  C. 
Hawkins,  two  of  the  foremost  breeders  of  P. 
Rocks. 

Your  plan  of  housing  and  yarding  would 
work  very  well  if  you  kept  fowls  and  premises 
scrupulously  clean ;  but  we  would  prefer 
smaller  flocks. 


Feeding  Leghorn  Cliicke. 

Mr.  Editor:— Please  tell  me  through  Farm-Poul- 
TKr  what  to  feed  Leghorn  chicks.  A.  L.  B. 

Dover.  X.H. 

For  the  first  ten  days  feed  rolled  oats 
moistened  with  milk.  Feed  about  every 
three  hours. 

After  tbat  make  a  mash  of  bran,  corn  meal, 
middlings,  and  rolled  oats,  equal  parts  by 
measurement.  Put  a  teaspoonful  powdered 
charcoal  to  a  quart  of  soft  food,  daily.  Every 
other  day  add  bone  meal.  Feed  whole  wheat 
twice  a  day,  and  the  mu.sh  three  times. 
Supply  green  food  daily. 


Slnst  Have  Been  the  Weather. 

Mr.  Editor;— 1  imist.agaiH  ;i:>k  yon  fi>r  some  iuft>r- 
luatiuu.  \\'o  hjive  alHttit  tweuty  Iiuperiul  Pekiu  ducks 
that  until  April  lOili,  h.ive  been  giving  us  elirlit  or 
nine  eggs  a  day.  On  that  d.Hy  they  stoppiHl  entirely, 
and  we  have  not  had  an  ej!g  since.  To  tlie  best  of  tuy 
knowledge  they  have  not  had  a  scare  of  any  kind. 
They  liave  free  ruu  of  al>out  ten  acres  of  laud,  and 
flud  lots  of  frogs  anil  small  cran  tisli.  They  ai  e  fed 
night  aud  morning  a  mash  aud  whole  grain,  chiefly 
the  latter.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  .nccount  lor  their 
haviug  stopped  laying.  Can  you  help  me? 

Chicago,  III.,  April  26th,  ISS>7.  A.  H.  M. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  me  by  letter  what 
is  the  matter  with  my  Pekin  ducks?  They  started  to 
lay  a  few  eggs  in  February,  and  we  got  four  to  live 
eggs  a  day  for  awhile.  Tliey  gradually  incieaseil 
until  they  laid  eight  to  ten  for  a  d.%y  or  two,  when  the 
number  of  eggs  began  to  diminish  until  they  laid  only 
one  egg  per  day.  From  their  looks  one  would  judge 
ih.1t  every  one  of  them  was  L-iying.  Thinking  they 
were  too  fat,  I  took  the  food.away,  aud  they  were  left 
to  forage  for  themselves.  Having  free  range,  they 
wander  about  all  day,  aud  as  far  as  eighty  rods  to  a 
small  creek.  They  come  I'.ome  and  are  housed  every 
night.  In  the  morning  tliey  are  let  out  In  a  yard  sur- 
rounding their  house  until  about  uine  o'clock,  and 
then  let  go.  In  February  we  fetl  them  a  mash  of  bran, 
shorts  and  turnips  in  the  morning,  and  corn  on  the 
ear  noon  and  night.  In  March  we  fed  tliem  only 
twice  a  day,  with  mash  in  the  morning,  and  corn  at 
night,  housing  them  every  night  in  a  warm  house. 
For  a  week  we  have  fed  them  nothing,  and  they  have 
stop|>ed  laying  entirely.  I  never  saw  ducks  looking 
better  than  they  do  now,  or  more  as  though  they 
were  laying. 

I  liave  some  neighbors  who  havehai^about  the  same 
experience,  with  different  treatment  aud  feed,  which 
puzzles  me.  Xly  ducks  were  good  layers  last  year. 
I  have  three  incubators  of  one  hundred  egg  size,  and 
expected  to  run  them  on  duck  eggs,  and  this  is  my 
success  so  far.  o.  L.  M. 

Crescent  City,  III.,  AprU  18lh,  1SC7. 

These  two  letters  came  to  us  in  the  same 
mail,  aud  from  the  same  state.  The  facts  as 
slated  in  tbe  letters  seemed  to  indicate  that 
the  cessation  of  laying  was  due  to  causes 
beyond  the  control  of  the  duck  keepers.  TTe 
immediately  wrote  to  both  parties  suggesting 
a  change  in  the  weather  as  a  possible  cause, 
stating  that  if  our  conjecture  was  right  the 
ducks  would  have  resumed  laying  by  the  time 
our  replies  were  received,  and  asking  our 
correspondents  to  report  results.  From  the 
Chicago  man  we  received  the  foHowiiig : 

"Mr.  Editor: —Thanks  for  yours  in  refer- 
ence to  ducks  not  laying.  It  must  be  as  you 
say,  due  to  some  climatic  change  which  we 
did  not  notice  at  the  time.  The  ducks  stopped 
laying  entirely  for  eight  days:  then  we  got  one 
egg:  next  day  five:  then  eleven,  tbe  most  they 
had  laid  in  one  day  so  far.  They  are  now 
laying  all  right  again,  twelve  to  thirteen  eggs 
a  day.  It  was  unfortunate  their  stopping 
when  they  did,  as  we  lost  several  good  orders 
for  sittings  through  inability  to  supply. 

Chicago,  III.,  Apr.  26th,  1897.   A.  H.  M." 


A  Case  of  Careleggness. 
Mr.  Editor: — I  tbink  an  article  on  putting 
up  eggs  for  shipment  would  do  some  of  your 
advertisers  good,  from  my  experience  with 
them. 

E.  L.  E.,  of  •  ,  Mass.,  sent  me  a  sitting 

of  eggs  in  a  Costellow  box ;  eggs  not  protected 
from  cold:  could  see  them;  thermometer 
down  to  twenty-five  degrees  when  receiveil ; 
every  egg  chilled.  Eggs  only  lacked  a  couple 
of  degrees  of  being  at  the  freezing  point  when 
received.  It  is  rather  provoking  to  pay  one's 
money  and  express  charges  for  eggs  put  up 
that  way.  One  runs  chance  enough  if  tbe 
eggs  are  received  O.  K.,  to  raise  chicks  from 
them.  I.  J.  Stringham. 

New  York  Citv. 


This  is  Farm-Poultry. 

Mr.  Editor:  — "Would  like  some  information 
concerning  English  pheasants  and  pea  fowls. 

Are  they  tender  or  difficult  to  raise?  Can 
they  be  hatched  and  brooded  by  a  hen  ?  About 
how  many  eggs  do  they  lay  — and  at  what 
season?  Can  they  be  housed  with  hens  and 
ducks  in  the  winter? 

Please  give  me  some  hints  about  their  proper 
care  and  feeding.  c.  M.  B. 

Harvard,  Mass. 

[We  would  like  to  help  Mr.  B.,  but,  really, 
we  cannot  do  it.  Xot  many  persons  are  inter- 
ested in  pheasants  and  peacocks  They  are 
in  no  sense  practical  fowls.  An  article  on 
them  would  hardly  interest  one  in  a  thousand 
of  our  readers,  and  we  need  every  inch  of  our 
space  for  matter  of  more  general  interest.] 


Breeders  AND  Marketmen. 

OUR  KKQUKSTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  icrUvig  our  Advertis- 
ing pa(roH  J  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
XnotYieT  \»  if  you  a»k  them  questions^  aitrat/s  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  Kill 
benefit  you  amazingly.  Jl  shoies  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  "Molasses  irill  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,"  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.  S.  C.  White  I.et-- 
horus,  K.  C.  Hrown .  Leghorns.  Silver  Spangled 
Hamburgs,  Light  l!ralini.is,  silver  Wyandottes, 
B.  P.  Hocks.  I'ckin  Uucks.  Send  for  circular. 
All  eggs  are  $1  per  13;  $>.50per40.  Bron/e  Turkey 
eggs,  $1.50  per  10.  You  can  order  direct  from  this, 
and  eggs  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  after 
receipt  of  order. 

A  R.4KE  CH.ANCE.  To  make  room  for  my 
voung  slock  will  sell  3  pens  of  choice  Barred  Plv. 
Kocks  clu  ap  for  ijuality  of  stock.  For  narliculai'S 
address  F.  A.  Quimby.East  Uochester,  N.  H. 

A  NICE  BREEDING  PEN  of  .5  Golden  Wyd'tts, 
$10;  returnable  if  not  satisfaclorv.  Kggs  packed 
to  go  safelv  any  distance,  $2  per  Vj;  S6  per  40  of 
Golden  and  BuflfWyandottes  and  White  Wonders. 
Stock  for  s;ile.  All  farm  raised.  F.  S.  Tunney, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

ANN.IBLE'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns.  Prices  reduced 
ono-lialf  ior'rest  of  season.  This  stock  is  too  w  ell 
known  for  further  conunenl.  \\  innings  for '!I7. 
Peabodv,  Sept., 1st  cock'l :  l-i  imll. i  :  id  cock  : 
2ud  hen.  Peabodv,  Jan., '97,  Im  c  iM  r,;  l  i,  2d,  M 
hens;od  pullet;  M  cock'l.  Ul.  iiri  ^tii,  .Ian.,  '97, 
1st  cock:  1st,  2d,  3d  hens;  tie  2d  pullet;  od  pullet; 
tie  2d  cock'l;  1st  pen,  Kggs  $1  per  13.  C.  H. 
Annable,  Danvers,  Mass. 

A  YOUNG  MAN  wanted  who  understands  kiiling 
and  dressing  ducks  and  chickens  for  market. 
Merribrooke  Farm,  Box  105,  Stamford,  Conn. 

B. 'IRRED  aud  W.  P.  Kocks,  exclusively.  Stock  dis- 

J>osed  of.  Kggs  from  mv  best  niatings,  Sl.i>0  for  1:>; 
(2.50  for  2i;.  For  incubator,  $5  per  100;  $3  per  50. 
Motto  — the  golden  rule.  Kvergreen  Pt.  Yds.,  H. 
J.  Curtis,  Red  Hook  on  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

B.  P.  ROCKS.  Hawkins-Thompson  strain,  for  rest 
of  season  $1,  13;  Dr.  Kelchner,  Camden,  N.J. 

BLACK  Minorca  eggs  from  prize  stock,  SI  per  15: 
$3  per  50.  Geo.  A.  Uurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

BUFF,  Laced  and  W.  M  van.;  Bull',  Br.  and  W.I.eg.; 
Bufl\  Br.  and  W.  P.  Rocks,  Miuorcas,C.  I.  Games, 
Bull' and  W.  1.  (iames.  Eggs.  $1;  Games,  $2  per  13. 
Clr.  free.  Lewis  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.J. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS— Arnold  and  Shepherd  strains, 
solid  color.  Eggs,  $1  per  13 ;  $2  per  30,  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler.  S.  Y. 

C.  S.  CULLUIvr,  Meadville,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns,  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leg- 
horns. Barred  P.  Rocks  Bronze  Turkeys  and 
Pekin  Ducks.  All  eggs  $1  per  13,  except  turkey 
eggs,  $l.;i5  per  9.  Send  for  circular. 

EGGS  $1.30  per  15.  Wyck.  Leg.,  B.P.  Rocks,  B.  Lang, 
great  layers.  Edw.  M.  Abbott,  Brookline,  Mass. 

HOUDANS  exclusrvelv:  finest  stock.  Eggs  SI  per 
13,  $2  per  30.    Geo.  A".  Hobjirt,  Chittenango,  N.  Y. 

81  FOR  30  EGGS;  $2  for  40.  Piolific  White 
Wyandottes,  also  vigorous  Light  Braliuuis.  No 
Inbreeding.   1).  I(.  Lambert,  Wilton,  Conn. 

PEKIN  Duck  eggs  Sc.  ea.:  $U  per  100,90  percent  fer. 
Ducks  ave.  10}  lbs.  N.  P.  Brown,  Westboro,  Mass. 

PEKIN  DUCK  eggs,  $1  per  20;  $3  per  60.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.Y. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialtv  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlelt,  Ohio. 

26  B.  PLY.  Rock  eggs,  $1;  100  for  S3:  from  vig- 
orous stock,  Emanuel  Schieber,  Brandywlne,  O. 

■WANTED.  Two  large  pure  white  Guinea  females, 
first  class  every  way,  price  low.  N.  P.  Brown. 
Westborft,  Mass. 

WHITE  and  Bl'k  Minorcas.  Eggs,  $1  per  16.  First 
class  stock.  Sarah  Shaw,  Winthrop,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  Rocks,  Empire  strain.  Eggs  from  best 
matings.  $1  per  i;);  S2  per  30;  $6  per  100.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE 'WYANDOTTES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowls  bred  for  practical  purposes:  eggs.  SI 

ger  13;  incubator  eggs,  S6 per  100.  Stock  in  season, 
at.  guar'd.   P.  D.  While,  North  Altleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
stock  guaran.   W.  B.  Eastman.  St.  Joluifbury,  VI. 

WH.  WYAN  D'S.  Large,  dark  egg  strain.  Eggs,  5,2 
per  sit.;  3  sit.  $.5.   Rush  Vaughan,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  large  dark  egg,  pro- 
lific laying  strain.  W.  E.  .Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  'WYANDOTTES,  bred  for  practical 
purposes:  large  size,  great  layers;  orange  yellow 
legs  and  beak,  no  inbreeding;  fertile  eggs  fr<ini 
best  malings,  $1  per  13;  $2  per  30;  $6  per  ICO.  Geo. 
A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WH,  WYAN.  large  prolific  layers.  Eggs.  .'iOc.  per 
13  Ihis  month.   W.  F.  Stroud",  Mercliantville,  X.  J. 


Buyers'  Directory. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVEFmSEMESTS  only  trill  be 
printed  under  this  headiitg;  no  advertisemen  t  admiited 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  allowed;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  at  many  headings  as  he  tcishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline,  to  he  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  will  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  will  make  a  line;  alt  parts 
oflin€S  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically^  as  in  a  "business  directory,'''' 

BANTAMS.  " 

CILOUGH'S  I'.antaiii  Book  dvscribcs  all  varieties, 
/    lacts.  W.  W.  Cloii  Jli.  I'iil.li~lier.  ^Iciiway.  Mass. 

BRAHMAS. 

LIGHT  BK.AHM.V  eggs  £.,r  lialcliing.  Ured  for 
general  utility.  Large  size,  vigorous  stock,  pro- 
lific layers  of  In^autiful  large  brown^eggs.  75  per  cent 
fertility  guaranteed.  $1..50  per  13.  No  disc<uint  for 
quantities.       Hartuest  Farm,  Framtnifhaiii,  Mass. 


IT.  UKAHMA  eggs,  FeIchstrain,2sittiDgs,$1..50. 
J  E.  S.  I'iper.  Canulen.  Me. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

LT.  KU.4H.M.VS  and  \\  .  1'.  Uoeks,  prize  wiuning 
where  shown.   Eggs  in  season.   Stock  for  sale. 
 F.  C.  Brown,  Quechee,  Vt. 

IMPORTED  While  I.  Games,  new  Bufis,  and 
standard  varieties.  Wyandottes,  Rocks.  Brahmas, 
t'ochius.  Leg's,  Min's,  And'alusiaus,  Banlanis,  Ducks, 
Turkeys,  Btiokfree.  Eggs  from  high  scor.  prize  win's, 
$1,  13;  S'i.  UH).  Davis  Bros.,  Box  K.  Washington,  N.J. 
r|i"i  Var.  I'oul'v,  Eggs,  l'ig'n>  and  I  lan  s.  ( ',,1.  ilcscr'n 
tJ\J  50-|).  hook.  5c.  Cir.  .1.  A.  II.  r,-.  > .  r.  lf<,rd.  Pa. 
IVE  vigor*)us  cock'Is  from  Mr.  Norton's  "'200- 
egg  "  layers,  SI  now;  S-:^  in  tlie  fall. 
.Mrs.  Bis'bce,  75  Clarksou  St..  Dorchester,  Mass, 

CLOVER  HAY. 


C 


LOVER,  cut  ready  for  use.  $2  per  100  lbs. 

Woodhi.l  Farni.'stalinii  V..  Pliilailelphla.  Pa. 


COCHINS. 


BUFF  COCHINS,  large  size,  lull  fealbeied.  vig- 
orous stock,  souud  in  color,  true  Cochin  shape. 
Eggs,  $2.50  per  13 ;  $4  per  26.  Quaboag  Poultry  Yards. 
 O.  Ralph  LeGro,  Palmer,  Mass. 

BUFF  COCHINS— f(mr  grand  yards.   Eggs,  $2 
per  IS.  Ohas.  B.  Smilli,  New  London,  Cl. 


BUFF  COCHINS.    I  have  bred  Bull'  Cochins 
e.vclusivelv  for  several  ve.ars.   Eggs  from  prize 
winning  stock.  $1,13.  I..  C.  Bulman,  P.ockport,  >lass. 


DUCKS. 


►  EKIN  DUCK  EGGS  for  sale.    Rankin  and 
BratUey  Bros,  stock.  S2  per  13  eggs. 

J.  G.  Broonjall,  Ashbourne,  Pa. 


ECCS. 


ITtGGS  SI  per  15.  Red  Caps,  B.  Minorcas,  B.  P. 
J  Rocks,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  G.  Polish,  BuH'  Cochins, 
S.  L.  and  W.  Wyandottes,  K.  and  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns, 
R.  aud  S.  C  Brown  Leghorns.    Catalogue  free. 

 P.  E.  'rwining.  Kipton.  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio. 

L,  .4NI)  WHITE  Wyandottes,  K.  P.  Kocks, 
•    LI .  Ui  almius.  S1.50  per  13.    Burt  Pekin  Banl:mis, 
$1  per  13.    I'ekiii  Ducks,  SI  per  10;  SSper  100;  $70  per 
1000.   (;at.  free;  farm  range. 

Evcivtrrc-cn  Cliff  l'(mltr->-  Karni.  Pouglikeepsie,  N.  Y. 


E 


GGS  13  for  SI  of  Hondans.    K.  C.  B.  Leghorns, 
W.  P.  Kocks.  Lt.  Brahmas. 

 J.  B.  Spangler.  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 


"I  Q  EGGS  SI;  ll«i,  SO.  Barred  and  White  Plymouth 
AO  Rocks,  \\  liile  Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahmas, 
Pekin  Ducks. 

E.  S.  Howe.  915  Varnuni  Ave..  Lowell.  Mass. 


B 


L-ACK  Langshan  andBl.  Miiioicaeggs  for  sitting 
$1.50.13.  W.B.Townsend.  W.-i  (  '...N-ackie,  N.Y. 


,t  C.  per  13:  Sl.i',  per  ■_'(;.  W  liitc  W  vi  ii.lc.iUs  and 
4  rj    B.  I'ly.  Rocks.  A.  J.  Alibott.  .Middlebury.  Ct. 


B 


p.  ROCK,  W.  Wvand.,  S.  C.  B.  Leg..  B.  Win. 
eggs.Sl  perl3.    Jas.  W.  Crosby.  Blaihlock.  Pa. 


EGGS  for  hatching,  for   incubalt)r  use  front  pure 
bred  W.  P.  Rocks.  Per  lOfi.  $2..tO.  Dutchess  Co. 
Poultry  Farm.     F.  "\V.  Velie.  Mgr.,  Rbinebeck,  N.  Y. 

K  PER  CENT  fertile  guar.an.  Eggs  P.  Ducks, 
4  tj    W.P. Rocks.  C.  A. Stevens  A  Co..Wil50n,N.Y. 

EGGS  at  half  price,  SI  per  ).5.  fioni  our  best  mat- 
ings. Butt' and  Barred  Ph  month  Rocks  after 
June  1st.   Goixl  hatch  guaranteell. 
 J.  T.  Rhodes.  Box  i>S9,  Leediburg,  Pa. 

I "?  F.ARM,  Warner.  .\  .  H.    Eggs  will  hatch 

4  4  \J  large  vig'sprnlilic  br.  egg  B.P.  Rocks.  L. 
Bra.,  W.  Wv..  \r>.  I  I'.  Diu-ks.  ?1  y.  r  1.':  ?4..'.(:  per  100. 

ECC  PRESERVATIVES. 

PlvKSERVE  EGGS  with  Greeting's  Preserving 
Coinijouud.  Sample  package  will  preserve  ItJO 
doz.   Sent  by  mail,  $1.    Send  for  circular. 

C.  C.  Pru'den.  Agl..  r,]:;  Pearl  St..  Elizabeth.  N.  J. 

 EXCHANGE.  

l.^'OR  SALE,  or  will  exchange  for  fowls,  a  fiue 
X     large  tent.    Walter  Harned.  Tn  nton.  N.  J. 


GAMES. 


I^^d*  FARM  Coi  cisli  iDdian  Games,  Aifitalor 
4   4         stiitin.  hir^f  Iiandsonie  plumage,  brown 
eygs,  $1.50  per  1-2.  C.  E.  Davis.  Warner, N.  H. 

HAMBURCS. 

HAVKWON  prizes  at  all  the  leading  shows  duriug 
the  past  season,  including  Oneouta.  Schoharie, 
iidcliester.  (both  shows),  M'csterly,  Biuirhaniton, 
Washington,  Amesbury  and  Boston,  winninga  inajor- 
ity  of  first  prizes  competed  for  during  circuit.  Also 
P.  Kock  winners  at  Amesbury  show.  Eggs  from 
imported  stock,  S'2  per  lo;  Sf)  per  40.  Stock  for  sale  at 
all  times.   AVritc  f<  r  raiah.L'ne. 

Uriah  Stafford.       ""1  i;  .--■ai  Road.  Pa^\ tucket,  R.  I. 

HOUDANS, 

OUl>A?s'S  Isl  prize  at  Koflie?ter  and  Amesh-v  "96. 

Eggshalcirg:cat.  C.E.  Marshall.  Rowley.  Mass. 
(>UDA>?j,  farm  raised.        <-la-s  etr^^s.  *2  per 
itV-    E.  M.  Holnio>.  I'l  (  litl'st.,  i.>  nii.  M:i~s. 


H 


H 


INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 


'END  for  Cat.  iif  I  lie  famous  ( )lenlaii 
>    and  Broodfrs.     Ge. ..  S.  Siii.i^i'i-,  (  ul 


lii.uiialors 
ilij-'t.iii.  O. 


fNCUB.tTOR  rcirulatiou  perfected.  Send  for 
L    illn.^!ralcd  catalot.'ue.    A.  H.  Burr.  Omaha.  Neb. 


'HE  PERFECTED  Incubators.   Cash,  install- 

  ments.  or  rented.   The  Perfected  regulator  tits 

any  incubator.  4  cts.  in  stamps  for  circular. 

H.  D.  Moulton.  Taunton,  Mass. 


T' 


LANCSHANS. 


■«\rHlTE  aiut  Black  Laiigrliaiis.  Sly  birds  have 
TT     alwavs  won  Kt   prizes  wherever  exhibited. 
Eggs  from  prize  W  hites.  »3  per  13:  So  per  26.  Blacks, 
S2  perl3;  S5per40.   Choice  stock  for  sale. 

 Geo.  P.  Coffln,  Freeport,  Me. 

iy  POINTS  in  favor  of  buying  Lord's  strain  of 
^  Black  Langshans  are,  extra  laying  qualities,  and 
exhibition  points.  A  number  of  my  best  layers  scored 
94  aud  95  points  this  season.  I  can  only  sell  about  50 
sittings  of  eg.gs  from  my  t>est  pens:  so  order  early. 
E.g.gs,'$2  per  sit.  J.  11.  Lord.  Box  2t^.  Lawrence.  M.tss. 

LEGHORNS. 

C.  B.  Leghorn  eggs,  !■  orsyth-Benedict,  birds 
•   scoring  above  90.    S1.5<,i  per  13. 

H.  D.Johnson.  Jr.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 


B 


BUFF  Leg's.  Slock  aud  eggs  from  birds  that  have 
alwavs" W4)n  in  show  rooms,  .\niesburv.  Maiden, 
Stoneham.'Peabodv,  Gloucester,  Boston.  .Mass.;  Man- 
chester.N.H  ;  Rochester.  N.  Y.;  Scr.anion.  Pa.;  Hag- 
erstown,  Md.  Notabirdscor.lessth.Hn92.  Eg.es.SLSO, 
15 ;  $4. ■5'i ;  SS.  100.  Frank  Woodlwrv, '2d,  Beverly.  Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


D 


O  YOU  want  suiiciii  <  xli:biti.in  and  breeding  Bl. 
Min.ck'ls  ?  F.  11.  \\  ..o.!.  l)ryd<  [i.  N  . 'i' ..  has  them. 


J>L.\CK     MINOHCAS     ,  xolii>ivily.  (.ornell. 
)    Norlluip.  Santci-     riiniiini;hani.  Northup  str  s 
crosses.  Ei.'i.'sSl.'Xiperi:;. 

K.  Story,  1.S7  .\rlington  .\ve.,  Broi>klyn.  N  ■  >  . 
»>/"W"k  Min's  at  bargain.  X  eggs  for  price  of  13  now. 

Catalogue.  G.  H.  Northup,  RacevillcN. I . 
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Buying  Eegs  for  flatchinfi!. 

Mr.  Eilitor:  — I  ihoiiglit  some  of  the  parties 
selling  and  those  buying  eggs  for  hatching 
might  be  interested  in  my  experience.  I 
bought  all  of  my  eggs  last  season  from  Farm- 
Poultry  advertisers  at  a  cost  of  $16  outside 
of  the  express  charges.  I  had  eggs  shipped 
twice  from  each  party.   I  bought  one  sitting 

of   ,  Marlboro,  Mass.,  (Brown  Leghorn 

eggs),  and  from  some  unaccountable  reason 
had  not  one  fertile  egg.  I  wrote  him,  and,  as 
his  were  hatching  fairly  well,  he  could  not 
give  a  reason,  but  kindly  offered  to  send  a 
sitting  of  White  Rock  eggs  free,  which  he 
did,  and  from  the  thirteen  eggs  I  hatched 
twelve  chicks,  and  raised  eleven.  They  are 
extra  good,  large,  strong  stock  with  very 
yellow  legs  and  skin,  and  I  am  well  pleased 

with  them.   From   ,  of  Marlboro,  I  got 

twenty-seven  White  Wyandottes  and  thirty- 
two  Barred  Rock  eggs;  hatched  ten  White 
Wyandottes  and  twenty-one  Barred  Rocks. 

Prom   ,  of  Natick,  I  got  fifteen  Barred 

Rock  eggs,  thirty-two  White  Leghorn  eggs, 
twenty-six  Brown  Leghorn,  and  six  Brahma 
eggs;  hatched  five  Barred  Rock  chicks,  two 
Brahmas,  live  Brown  Leghorns,  and  eight 
White  Leghorns. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  must  confess  that  I  at 
first  thought  the  hatch  small  for  the  number 
of  eggs,  but  In  Mr.  's  case  in  the  Leg- 
horns, he  sent  me  nearly  as  many  again  eggs 
as  I  paid  for,  and  two  more  Rock  eggs  than  I 
paid  for,  and  I  have  a  pair  of  Rocks  hatched 
from  his  eggs  that  I  would  not  sell  for  what 
all  the  eggs  cost.  I  sold  enough  cockerels  to 
friends  to  pay  for  the  eggs,  and  have  three  or 
four  well  marked  pullets  of  the  P.  Rocks  I 

l)ought  of  Mr.   ,  of  Marlboro.   Of  the 

White  Wyandottes  I  got  of  him  I  raised  only 
one  pullet  and  three  cockerels.  One  pullet 
died  when  small,  the  others  got  drowned  in  a 
sudden  shower.  One  of  the  Wyandotte  cock- 
erels weighed,  at  seven  months  old, seven  and  ^ 
one-fourth  pounds.  The  pullet  is  a  beauty, 
and  weighed,  at  seven  months  old,  six  and 
one-half  pounds,  so  I  feel  that  I  got  my 
money's  worth,  as  I  have  some  good  stock  to 
start  with,  and  might  have  had  more  as  good, 
only  for  that  sudden  shower  which  drowned 
some  of  the  chicks. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  say  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Wyckoff.  I  wrote  him  two 
years  ago  for  a  cockerel,  for  which  I  paid 
him  three  dollars ;  express  and  all  made  him 
cost  me  over  $4,  and  I  did  not  feel  well 
pleased  with  him  for  the  price.  But  now  I 
have  a  lot  of  pullets  of  bis  get,  and  many  of 
them  are  fine,  and  how  they  do  lay.  So  in 
that  case,  I  now  feel  I  had  my  money's  worth. 
I  think  too  many  of  us  are  too  quick  to  judge 
before  the  stock  is  mature;  but  of  course 
there  are  frauds  in  the  business.  I  have 
thrown  away  some  money  before  this,  but  in 
many  cases  have  got  good  value.  I  have 
fully  concluded,  however,  that  it  you  buy  for 
fancy,  the  stock  usually  lacks  in  utility. 

New  Milford,  Conn.  Mrs.  O.  B.  E. 


Some  Good  Late  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— You  will  remember  that  you 
sent  me  some  eggs  last  fall,  though  you  said 
you  d"id  not  like  to  do  so,  as  the  weather  had 
been  so  hot  you  did  not  think  the  eggs  would 
hatch  well,  or  the  chicks  amount  to  much; 
but  as  an  experiment  you  would  let  me  have 
some  at  reduced  rates.  I  was  anxious  to  get 
some  hardy  prolific  laying  stock,  and  I  love 
experiments,  and  as  I  have  some  fine  birds  of 
prize  winning  strains,  and  wanted  some 
cockerels  of  another  family,  (not  to  be 
inbreeding,  as  I  believe  first  in  hardiness  and 
utility,  and  after  that  in  fancy  points),  I  sent 
for  the  eggs,  and  I  must  say  I  am  delighted 
with  the  result,  as  I  have  exactly  what  I  want, 
two  beautiful  cockerels,  one  Plymouth  Rock 
and  one  White  Wyandotte.  I  don't  know 
which  is  the  handsomer.  They  are  both  good 
shape  and  color,  and  very  vigorous.  Ti)e 
Plymouth  Rock  is  very  precocious;  was 
crowing  at  four  months,  and  soon  afterwards 
I  put  bira  and  the  Plymouth  Rock  pullet  in  a 
pen  by  themselves. 

At  five  months  and  twenty  days  the  pullet 
commenced  to  lay.  Her  first  egg  was  quite 
large,  and  after  skipping  one  day  she  laid  five 
days  in  succession,  all  soft  shelled.  I  then 
put  her  by  herself,  and  the  next  day  she  laid 
a  good  egg,  but  no  larger  than  an  ordinary 
pullet's  egg.  Next  day  she  laid  a  double  egg, 
then  skipped  one  day;  then  laid,  in  nine  eou- 


feecutive  days,  three  single,  two  double,  one 
single,  and  then  three  double  eggs.  That  is, 
in  nine  days,  nine  eggs— or,  if  you  count  the 
double  ones  as  two  (w  hicb  they  are  when  the 
shell  is  removed),  she  laid  fourteen  eggs  in 
nine  days.  I  am  not  mistaken.  I  watched 
her  very  closely,  and  she  was  by  herself. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  before? 
She  has  laid  in  all  twenty-six  eggs,  such 
beautiful  dark  ones — then  started  to  sit.  1 
shall  let  her  sit  for  awhile,  as  I  was  afraid  she 
would  lay  herself  to  death.  She  is  fed  the 
same  as  my  other  hens,  and  they  are  not  laying 
soft  shells,  or  doubles. 

My  White  Wyandotte  pullets  are  just  start- 
ing to  lay.  I  have  three  White  Wyandotte 
pullets,  and  two  cockerels.  The  second  cock- 
erel is  very  large  and  white,  but  not  so 
matured  as  the  other.  They  were  hatched 
the  7lh  of  October. 

Two  years  ago  I  had  some  large  well  grown 
pullets  whicli  were  three-quarters  Plymouth 
Rock.  I  put  with  them  a  tine  White  Leghorn 
cock.  He  was  quite  old;  in  fact  I  could  not 
find  out  just  how  old  he  was — but  as  he  was 
such  a  fine  bird,  and  I  could  get  him  cheap,  I 
took  him,  and  trusted  to  the  beneficial  eftects 
of  Sheridan's  Powder.  I  used  it  plentifully, 
according  to  directions  with  the  can,  and  I 
never  knew  eggs  to  hatch  so  well.  Many  of 
my  hens  hatched  every  egg.  I  raised  over 
three  hundred  and  fifty  chicks  up  to  between 
four  weeks  to  four  months,  selling  some  at 
broiler  size,  and  disposing  of  the  remainder 
about  the  first  of  July.  The  pullets  were 
mostly  white,  and  grew  to  a  good  size,  and 
made  fine  layers.  I  had  some  of  them  after- 
wards. 

I  now  have  only  thoroughbreds.  White 
Wyandottes  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  I 
am  keeping  an  egg  record.  Shall  also  keep  a 
record  of  the  eggs  from  the  pullets  of  your 
stock.  I  am  raising  a  few  chicks,  and  I  can 
almost  see  them  grow.  Others  complain  of 
infertile  eggs,  but  mine  are  hatching  fine;  and 
the  chicks  are  so  hardy.  I  hope  in  another 
year  to  be  away  from  town,  so  I  can  raise  all 
I  want.  I  have  sold  eggs  for  hatching  this 
year,  but  have  done  no  advertising. 

San  Jose,  Calif.  Mrs.  H.  M.  H. 


Laid  Twenty-Two  Days  in  Succession. 

Mr.  Editor  :— I  have  a  Buff  Plymouth  Kock 
pullet  which  was  hatched  July  25th.  She  laid 
every  day  for  twenty-two  days  in  succession 
during  the  month  of  January.  Can  a  Barred 
Rock  beat  that?  G.  K. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Bronchitis.  Sudden  changes  of  the 
weather  cause  Bronchial  Troubles.  "Broicn's 
Bronchial  Troches"  will  give  effective  relief. 


A  Good  Chance. 
B.  G.  Smith,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  breeder  of 
White  Wyandottes,  While  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns,  states  he  lias 
two  hundred  layers  of  this  year's  breeders,  to 
sell  at  low  prices.  Must  make  room  for  one 
thousand  chicks.    Write  at  once. 


Poultry  Book  Free 
Containing  140  pages  of  practical  information 
on  poultry  raising,  with  one  year's  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Western  Poultry  lievieio,  a  16  to 
24  page  paper  devoted  to  all  branches  of  poul- 
try industry,  only  25  cents;  four  months  trial 
10c. ;  sample  free.  Cheapest  and  best  adver- 
tising medium.  Send  25  cts.  (silver)and  get 
book  and  paper  one  year.  Western  Poultry 
Review,  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 


"  Broilers  For  Profit,"  by  M.  K.  Boyer,  is 
sure  to  be  in  greatdemand.  It  is  just  the  book 
those  who  are  about  to  embark  in  the  broiler 
business  need.  It  gives  all  the  details  that  so 
many  similar  treatises  overlook,  but  which  are 
so  important.  The  chapters  on  running  incu- 
bators and  brooders  are  worth  the  price  of  the 
book  to  any  poultrymau ;  while  those  on  the 
amount  of  capital,  time,  land,  etc.,  required, 
and  how  to  dress  for  market,  give  information 
which  can  only  be  obtained  from  such  expe- 
rienced men  as  Mr.  Boyer.  It  is  certainly  the 
most  complete  work  of  the  kind  ever  pub- 
lished. Mr.  B.  pictures  the  various  situations 
which  the  amateur  meets,  in  a  very  clear  and 
concise  manner,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  value 
to  every  practical  poultryman.  The  book 
retails  for  fifty  cents.  —  Practical  Poultry- 
man, 


Transfer  of  Stock. 

Middle  Village,  New  York,  May  5, 1897. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  this  day  sold 
to  Charles  S.  Powell,  proprietor  of  Woodcleft 
Poultry  Y^ards,  Freeport,  New  York,  my 
entire  stock  of  "Golden  Dust  "Buff  Cocliin 
Bantams,  without  reserve,  being  the  birds 
which  I  reserved  for  my  own  breeding  pur- 
pose, and  which  I  believe  to  be  the  best  lot  of 
Buff  Cochin  Bantams  in  America.  Being 
personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Powell,  the 
proprietor  of  the  above  yards,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  recommending  any  who  wish  to 
improve  their  stock,  or  are  in  want  of  eggs, 
to  communicate  with  him. 

Respectfully, 

Richard  A.  Homeyer. 


PET  STOCK. 


The  New  Premier  Green  Bone  Cutter. 

The  great  demand  for  a  Green  Bone  Cutter, 
one  that  could  be  operated  by  a  child  or  a 
woman,  has  led  to  the  bringing  out  of  the 
"Premier,"  manufactured  by  P.  A.  Webster, 
Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  This  machine  is  made  to 
stand  the  test  of  cutting  all  bones,  and  will 
not  break,  two  pounds  per  minute  having 
been  cut  by  hand  with  this  machine.  The 
machine  is  made  of  the  best  iron  that  can  be 
made,  and  no  expense  spared  in  putting  same 
together  in  the  best  workmanlike  manner. 


There  are  only  a  few  pieces  to  this  Bone 
Cutter,  and  what  there  are  are  heavy — no 
gears  to  get  loose  and  wear  out.  The  feed  is 
the  most  simple  yet  made,  and  is  under  the 
operator's  control  at  all  times.  To  fill  the 
machine,  merely  press  the  plug,  which  allows 
the  feed  screw  to  be  drawn  back;  the  follower 
always  remaining  in  the  hopper.  The  knives 
are  made  of  the  finest  tool  steel  by  the  largest 
knife  concern  in  the  United  States,  tempered 
especially  for  cutting  bones,  and  will  not 
bi-eak,  as  they  lay  flat  on  the  cutter  head.  Send 
for  descriptive  catalogue  with  testimonials. 


HOW  EVERY  READER  OF  THIS  PAPER 
CAN  MAKE  MONEY. 

For  several  months  I  have  noticed  adver- 
tisements in  difl'erent  religious  papers  descrili- 
ing  an  improved  Dish  Washer.  As  I  had 
grown  so  tired  of  washing  the  dishes  the  old 
wav,  t  sent  for  information  to  Dep't43  of  the 
Iron  City  Dish  Washer  Co.,  Sta.  A,  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  regai  ding  their  Washer.  They  sent  me 
one,  !ind  I  have  found  it  to  do  just  as  they 
said  it  would.  It  washes  and  dries  the  dishes 
in  less  than  one-half  of  the  time  it  usually 
takes,  and  I  never  have  to  put  my  hands  in 
the  greasy  dish  water.  My  little  girl,  aged 
eight  years,  thinks  it  lots  of  fun  to  wash  the 
dishes,  and  she  can  do  it  as  well  as  myself. 
Several  of  my  neighbors  came  in  to  see  it 
vvoi  k.  and  they  all  wanted  one.  I  wrote  the 
company,  and  they  allowed  me  a  commission. 
Tlicy  also  wrote  and  told  me  how  to  become 
tlieii-  aijent.  I  am  now  making  $40  a  week, 
and  still  attend  to  my  housework.  The  Dish 
Washer  sells  everywhere.  I  show  it,  and  that 
makes  the  work  easy.  I  understand  they  still 
want  a  few  good  agents,  and  anyone  desiring 
to  make  money  easy  should  write  tbem. 

'  A  Constant  Reader. 

INCUBATORS 


The  OLENTANGY  Incubator 
•O'^  ,^    L-^^-^^-^l  haa  proved  to  bo  the  beet.  Have 
•  " — n^rn  taken  prize  after  prize.  Brood- 
era  only  ftS.OO.  Before  buying 
elsewhere,  send  for  free  de- 
Bcription  and  teatimonials. 
Also  breeder  of  40  varieties  of 

^  ■ifTELii  /hfpi  «  higb-class  poultry.   110  yards. 

SOciir  H  ^''li*^^  11<*  houaes.  Address 

^'*ii.---^UU©  G.S.  SINGER,  Cardln0ton,O» 


tVISK  Relgiaii  iliiri/s  loi-  uiiirkel.  More  protit 
lliaiicows.  Arthur  W  .  Kirk,  Forestgrove,  t'a. 


PHEASANTS. 


M 


OINGOI>IAN  ail. I  l<;ii^'lisli  plifiiwiiU.  tiig.  Easily 
raised  as  cliii'ks.  .1.  II.  (.raves.  Clillesmirg,  i\>  ■ 


E 


NGLI8H  PHKASANTS.  Ef!gs,  S3  per  <liiz. 
Will.  H.  iMay.  4  v..    Daniels  Ave.,  i'ittslield,  Mass. 


PIGEONS. 


JACO  ii J  IN  S  auii  lloiiiiug  iiigeous  at  Si  ami  $2  per 
pair.  L.  C.  Buvvuiaii,  Timberville,  Va. 

KUNT  FlUJSOJ^S,  iliebestto  cross  for  market 
squabs.     L/arge  stock,   largest  birds,  lonesl 

priees.    Write.  J.  K.  Atorse.  Wreatliani.  Mass. 

C.  WACK,  West  (Jouslioliocken,  Ta.  Speedy 
•   and  reliable  Homers,  youug  SI  pair,  tsiauip 
Jor  reply.  

HOMKRS  tor  tlyiug  purposes,  lliatare  secoud  to 
iiuiie.  Homers  for  squabs,  large,  vigorous, 
liandsoHie.  Also  the  only  praetical  pigeon  paper  pub- 
lished. Prices  and  bir<ls  a  bargain.  Add.  with  stamp, 
Thos.  Wright,  1«  Uiversi.te  Ave.,  Mcilford,  Mass. 


PLYMOUTH  SHOCKS. 


H 


A\VK1»  and  LanibiTt  B.  P.  Kocks,  i^ood  size, 
Br.  eiigs,  Toe.  per  \'-\.  I'aiil  W.N'oyes.  Mysl  io.  C't. 


BAKKIil>   Fl^Vi^lOliTll    llOCKS,  lla^^kills 
and  Thompson  si  rain^.  t"r  itatfliin^',  $1.50 

per  l  i.   .Ino.  L.  Walstm,  INn  t>-niimth,  Va. 


B 


PLVM.  H'"-ks  bl 


1  rs.  i'.ggs  SI  a  sit. 
■  SI..  1,1. well.  Mass. 


BUFF  I'.  U()C;KS.    liniwn  eggs,  prolitic  layers. 
Hardy,  gun. 1  sitters  anil  'notliers.  Ko  dark  pin 
feathers.    .Mrs.  A.  L.  Powers,  Leominster.  Mass. 


w 


UlTE  P.  Hooks.    Will  sell  fine  yearling  stock 
cheap.   Writefor  prices.    Eggs.15  SI ; 60 $2.5U; 
mu  ao.  W  ill.  F.  Iliii.U.  IleRuyter.  N.  Y. 

PL.Y.  KOCK  BOOK  liii.  lv  illustrated,  lOc. 
 W.  W.  (  iLiigli.  M.  .lu  av.  Mass.,  Piililislier, 

KKNOZ.A  I,AKK  Poiilns  Yards.  Harre.l  P. 
K.'.'ks  i.iilv.  Itia.ll.  V  lii..s.  strain.  Will  sell  my 
breeding  slock,  iiiclu.lhig  all  mv  bigli  scoring  fiMiiales. 
Write  for  price.  W.  P..  D.ivis.  I  lavi  rliill,  Mass. 

1T7ii  FARM.  W.ii  iier,  N.  II.  I.aigi'vig'sH.P. 
i    *  \J    K'ks,  Haivkilis,  Hr.i.llcv  l!r..s..  I,.-uiilM-rf3 
prolitic  brown  I'gg  sirs.    Kggs,  SI  perl;'.:  S4..0II  per  llill. 


 POULTRY  CURES.  

SOF"T  SHELL  Eggs.  Streeler's  Kenie.Iv.siireciiie 
at  once.  Price g-'ic.  1),  A.  Streeler,  Waierbiiry.Ct. 

POULTRY  FARMS. 

FOR  SALF.  'I'll.- Sii  iin>  side  I'.mli  rv  Farm  com- 
prising all  biiililings  ncccssaf\-  tor' raising  poul- 
try on  a  large  scale.  F.nir  lots,  total  'ilKI  ft.  front, 200 
ft.depth.  100  fruit  h  ITS  I, II  the  premises.  Apply  to 
 Mrs.  K.  A.  Wei  le,  Na/arelli,  Pa. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

.SELL  Lee  r>i.'c  Killer,    lireed  Barred  Plymoiilb 
Rock  poultry.    1'.  egg^,  Sl.'J.'.. 
  (■.■■..  W  .  Swi'tt.  West  Hollis,  Me. 

PRINTING. 

STRICTLY  tirsi  cla-s  stock  and  work.  See  ad.  2d 
cover.  Ki  porti-r  I'riiitiiig  1  louse,  Wellsvi lie,  N.Y. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

OR  BiSAUTY'and  utility  choose  R.  I.  Reds.  Eggs 
SI  per  13.         A.  F.  Curiiniings,  Hudson,  N.  H. 

SPANISH. 

HITF  1"ACF;D  Ula.-k  tipanisll.  Eggs,  S2  per 
 13.      Mrs.  Ohas.  li.  Siiiitli,  New  Loiiilmi,  (.1. 

WANTED. 

I'OULTKY'MAN  with  many  years  experience, 
aii.l  conipett'iif  to  take  entire  ciiarge  wants  posi- 
tion.   Has  tirsI  I'la^s  ri'fcriMices.  Aililrcss, 
P.iullrymaii,  '.'4  li  i  cenw  i.'li  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


WYANDOTTES. 


w. 


E.  MACK,  .lark  egg  strain  White  Wyand.  tl 
sitting.   \\  iii.('.  Ua.Miiond,  Bridgewater,  Vt. 


BUFF  W  V.  i  ggs.  S'-' i"-i  13;  prize  winn'g  st'k.  W. 
 S.  Palmer,  4!i37  Kill. i. ■am  Ave.,  Uermantown,  Pa. 

WHITE  W  yaniloll.-s  e.x.'liisively,  early  layers 
brown  eggs,  fow  ls  lire.l  for  eggs  and  poultry. 
Eggs  SI  per  13;  tor  iii.-ii.  S3  per  100.  Block  in  season. 
Sat,  guar'd.       A.  M.  .leraill.l.  No.  Allleboro.  Mass. 

EGGS  from  practical  i  inbi.-.l  W  .  W  v.  Sl..'iii|i(r 
13.                          F.  II.  Tiiltle,  Manlins.  N.  Y. 

WHITE  W  valid. .farm  raise.  1  dark  egg  SI  rain  eggs, 
 S2sil.    K.  M.  Holmes, '-'I  I  litf  8t.,  Lynn,  Mass.  i 

WHITE  W  van. 1. .tie  eggs  Ironi  large  vigorous 
stock  bred  for  pr.icti.-al  purposes,  $1.60per  18; 
S2.aU  per  26.  Also  <-liicks  fn.ni  Hie  same  stock,  25c. 
each.  < '■  1'^.  t  iilbiM-t,  Stevenson.  Conn. 

WHITE  Wvaiiirtesexcliriy.    Harnirange.  Eggs, 
SI,  13;  S3,  11)0.    ('.  ll.Tr)isk,  Middlebury  .Ct. 

WHITE  Wyand.  .-Nclii.    Slorm  King,  eggs  tfrom 
special  nial  iiigs  SI  lor  13  :  hicub.  eggs  SO  pei'lOO. 
Clover  Mill  Yds-,  c.  11.  Manly,  Crovelan.l.  Mass. 

WHITE  Wvaii.l..tle  .  ggs  at  half  price  (SI  per  13) 
for  ri  sl  of  season.  iN'ow  is  Hie  lime  to  buy 
eggs  from  good  sl.n-k  .  li.  ap.  Also  a  few  li  males  at 
Sl.'jO  eacli,  and  2  males  a(  S2  each.    Sen.l  for  eir.'iilar. 

 -l.  W.  Ali.lr.-ws,  Digliloii.  Mass. 

HITE  WYANDOTTES.      Practical  li.wls, 
egg  producers,  farm  range,    Eggs.  SI. 
 .J.  H.  Fleming,  Diinelleii,  N.  .T. 

WYANDOTTES,    Gold,  Silver,   While,  BntT. 
Eggs,  $1.   eh. li.'c  young  stock  after  Sept.  Isl. 
Violette  l.a.-e.l  Wyandot  I       No  eggs.  Stock  afl. 'if  let. 
Sylvan  Urove  Poultry'  l''arin.  Hernanlston,  Mass. 

WHITE  \\  yan.l.iltes.  Fell  slraiii,  stii.  k  elirect 
no  inbreeding.  Prize  winner^  at  N'ew^'ork  and 
Boston.  Reduced  price  for  rest  of  .si-as.m.  Eggs 
from  best  pens,  SI  per  Vi;  3  sittings  %iM).  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Circular  free.  A.  Holmes,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 


w 


"  Competition  Paralyzers." 

Tlie  "Woodcleft"  strain  of 

COCHIN  BANTAMS. 

Buffs,  Whites,  Blacks  and  Partridge, 

of  the  correct  size  and  col()r,  and  of  the  true  Corhlii 
type,  acknowledfjed  by  tlir  hoi  jihi'^cs  to  he  the  lead- 
ing strain.  Having  ptirchaM'd  from  Richard  A. 
Homeyer  his  entire  stocli  of  "Golden  Dust"  Bu.ff 
Cochin  Bantams,  we  now  own  and  control  the  two 
greatest  strains  on  earth. 

Winners  Always  at  the  Greatest  Shows, 
Live  Stock  show.  New  York;  Madison  Square  Garden, 
Washinjitou,  Boston,  Pliiladelphia,  Worcester,  Plain- 
field,  Charleston,  Camden,  Baltimore,  and  Miueola, 
N.  Y.   Can  spare  a  few  e^j^s  at  $3  per  sitting. 

WOODCLEFT  FOULTRY  YARDS, 

Freeport,  New  York, 


Farm=Poultrv 
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A  Case  of  Liver  DiseaM. 

Mr.  Eilitor:  —  Following  your  ailvioe  I 
slarie<.l  in  tbe  poultry  business  on  a  small 
scale  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  so  far  liave  not 
had  exeelleut  success.  I  pui-cliased  from  a 
supply  house  in  New  York  city  a  pen  of 
White  Wyamlottes.  The  five  pullets  \vere  to 
l>e  layers,  and  the  male  a  cock.  Here  is  three 
(lays  record :  First  day,  three  eggs;  second 
day.  three  eggs;  third  day,  one  sick  pullet  and 
one  egg.  After  three  thorough  applications 
.  f  Lambert's  D.  to  L..  I  find  my  flock  slill  as 
oiisy  as  a  tramp.  I  kept  the  sick  pullet  in 
the  house  the  night  I  discovered  her  dirty  on 
the  stern,  and  gave  her  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  I 
bad  her  kept  moving  all  next  day,  except 
when  she  went  to  the  nest.  She  would  sit 
there  fora  long  time,  and  then  get  off  dis- 
gusted. I  concluded  she  was  egg  bound.  I 
kept  her  in  the  house  the  next  night,  and 
made  a  few  |)ills  of  boiled  milk  and  bran, 
c  harcoal  and  castor  oil,  and  after  cutting  away 
iiiefoul  feathers  from  around  the  vent  and 
thoroughly  syringing  her  out.  I  gave  her  a 
pill  ami  put  her  to  bed.  The  following  day 
when  she  was  laid  down  among  the  others, 
the  cock  l>eat  her  severely,  and  all  the  other 
pullets  joined  in,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
timely  intervention  of  my  wife  they  would 
have  picked  her  eyes  out.  However,  she  died 
that  night,  after  being  paralyzed  in  the  legs 
for  several  hours.  Post  mortem  examination 
showed  the  vent  only  slightly  swollen  inside, 
the  heart  good,  no  excessive  fat,  the  liver 
about  twice  normal  size  and  turned  white  at 
upper  end,  gall  bursted,  gizzard  all  right  and 
healthy  looking,  crop  full  of  good  grit  and 
corn,  also  an  abundance  of  green  food.  Her 
comb  and  wattles  were  red  until  an  hour 
before  death.  The  oviduct  contained  about 
three  full  fledged  eggs,  crowded  so  as  to  be 
flat  and  hard  as  if  boiled. 

Another  of  the  pullets  is  dirty  behind,  and 
1  fear  a  secoud  loss.   If  you  can  determine 
from  the  foregoing  where  the  trouble  lies  and 
^uggest  a  remedy,  please  do  so. 
tenafly.X.  J.  O.  E. 

[The  pullet  evidently  died  of  hypertrophy 
of  the  liver,  which  is  enlargement  of  the  liver, 
and  is  caused  by  not  suflicieiit  exercise, 
ab^ence  of  green  food,  and  more  particularly 
exposure  to  heat.  As  that  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  liver  takes  a  considerable  time 
to  develop,  the  pullet  was  evidently  in  an 
advanced  state  of  the  disease  when  you  bought 
her.  This,  however,  could  not  be  determined 
by  a  casual  examination,  because  to  all  exter- 
nal appearances  the  bird  was  in  good  health — 
and  you  say  her  comb  was  red  up  to  within 
a  few  hours  of  her  death.  We  doubt  if  you 
could  have  successfully  doctored  her  for  the 
trouble,  even  if  you  had  known  what  it  was. 
I u  such  a  case,  as  in  most  others,  prevention 
is  ten  times  better  than  cure.  The  pullet 
which  you  say  is  becoming  soiled  behind, 
should  be  given  a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil, 
and  given  plenty  of  range  and  plenty  of  green 
food,  with  very  plain  diet  for  awhile,  and 
should  be  made  to  exercise  by  having  to 
scratch  and  dig  for  her  food.  We  have  no 
great  faith  In  drugs  in  such  a  case,  and  we 
think  it  very  probable  that  the  bird's  consti- 
tution is  so  impaired  that  she  never  will  he 
good  for  anything,  even  if  you  can  bring  her 
out  of  the  trouble.  Poultrymen  who  have 
had  much  experience  in  do<-toring  fowls  are 
coming  to  pretty  much  believe  that  the  sick 
hen  is  better  dead  and  out  of  the  way  than 
bothered  with. 

You  will  do  well  to  read  the  article  on  "Dis- 
eases of  the  Liver."  on  page  2Si,  August  1st, 
1896,  Farm-Poultry.— Ed.] 


Mongrel  Fanciers, 

Mr.  Editor : — I  suppose  space  is  too  precious 
for  idle  words,  but  I  should  like  to  find  room 
for  a  few  wonls  on  mongrel  fanciers.  That 
there  are  such,  Fanny  Field's  article  on  Bucks 
County  breed  convinces  me.  I  never  see 
mongrel  fowls  or  eggs  advertised,  but  pre- 
sume the  fancier  wants  them  himself.  Of  her 
interesting  letters  received,  one  cared  nothing 
for  looks.  He  surely  has  an  eye  for  the  beau- 
lies  of  this  world  I  1  presume  a  frizzly  fowl 
with  no  tail  and  a  comb  with  one  spike  would 
be  fully  .as  acceptable  as  a  prize  winner — both 
having  the  same  utility  qualities. 

Another  was  gl.ad  they  were  not  in  the 
Standard.  By  and  bye,  wanting  a  change  of 
blood,  perhaps,  he  may  be  looking  rounil  for 
Bucks  County  breeders.   If  everyone  thinks 


."ts  he  does— kept  them  out  of  the  Suindard, 
etc.. — well,  perhaps  he'll  find  some.  A  third 
wanted  them  before  their  good  qualities  were 
improved  out  of  them.  Perhaps  he's  had 
experience,  and  perhaps  he  knows  no^ better. 
There  is  an  improved  Bucks  County— that  is 
a  fowl  having  all  their  good  qualities,  but  its 
plumage  is  solid  bufl".  It  is  a  fowl  of  good 
size,  hardy  and  quiet;  a  prolific  layer  of  large 
brown  eggs,  and  a  fine  winter  Layer.  Having 
no  black  feathers,  of  course  no  dark  pin 
feathers,  and  dresses  ofi"  a  nice  yellow  table 
fovTl.  The  Standard  calls  them  Butt"  Plymouth 
Eock.  and  calls  for  solid  butt".  We  think  their 
being  bufl"  instead  of  promiscuously  strewn 
with  black  makes  no  dift"erence  to  their  good 
qualities.  I  have  bred  mongrels,  though  not 
a  fancier  of  such,  tasted  of  the  small  breeds 
and  both  varieties  of  Plymouth  Kocks,  Have 
now  found  my  ideal,  and  believe  there  is  no 
fowl  that  can  beat  them.  They  have  not  been 
forced;  hut  if  Fanny  Field  had  them  what  a 
record  would  be  shown  on  that  forcing  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave."  A.  L.  P. 


Bufr  Plymouth  Rocko. 
Jlr.  Editor:— Our  mating  of  Buff  Plymouth 
Rocks  has  proved  rather  disastrous  with  us, 
having  just  taken  out  seven  chicks,  most  of 
which  have  more  or  less  down  on  their  legs 
and  toes.  Now  what  I  want  to  find  out  is 
which  side  of  the  house  this  conies  from. 

I  suspect  it  comes  from  the  male  side,  from 
a  Cochin  ancestor  several  generations  back, 
as  he  comes  from  a  strain  of  Buff  Rocks  noted 
for  their  size.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
him  impure  In  blood,  as  he  comes  from  slock 
direct  from  one  of  the  most  noted  breeders  of 
the  above  variety  in  the  country;  only  I 
think  he  tends  to  breed  back  to  some  feathered 
legged  ancestor.  The  pullets  he  is  mated  to 
are  from  eggs  purchased  of  one  of  the  origin- 
ators of  the  breed.  I  don't  think  these 
pullets  have  any  Cochin  in  their  make  up. 
Neither  cockerel  nor  pullets  have  the  least 
trace  of  feathers  on  their  shanks  or  toes.  We 
have  no  feathered  legged  male  on  or  near  the 
place,  having  nothing  but  Single  Comb  Buff 
and  White  Leghorns  previous  to  last  spring, 
when  we  added  the  Buff  Rocks  to  our  list. 

This  we  did  more  for  hatching  purposes,  as 
we  always  have  trouble  in  the  spring  to  get 
broody  hens,  having  to  scour  the  country  over 
for  them — and  when  we  do  get  them  we 
generally  get  the  lice  with  them  gratis. 

Now  the  above  experience  with  a  new- 
breed  does  not  discourage  us,  nor  cause  us  to 
sour  on  the  breed  or  breeder  who  furnished 
us  stock.  We  have  long  since  learned  to 
expect  such  Results  from  well  established 
strains  of  older  breeds  and  varieties. 

We  expect,  by  careful  mating  and  selection, 
to  establish  a  strain  of  Bufl"  Rocks  from  our 
present  stock  that  will  be  a  credit  to  us  as 
well  as  to  parties  from  whom  we  purchased 
our  stock  to  start  with. 

The  Buff  Rocks,  to  our  mind,  are  worthy  of 
all  the  care  and  attention  that  can  be  bestowed 
upon  them.  In  our  short  experience  we  have 
learned  that  they  are  very  hardy,  feather  fast, 
and  come  to  laying  maturity  very  nearly  as 
soon  as  the  Leghorns.  In  fact,  we  had  Leg- 
horns hatched  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Rocks  that  did  not  begin  laying  with  the 
latter;  but  these  were  exceptions  rather  than 
the  rule. 

As  layers,  we  have  found  them  about  equal 
to  the  Leghorns,  up  to  date,  as  we  are  keeping 
a  record  of  them,  H.  C.  M. 

Myersdale,  Pa. 

[There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  about  a  feath- 
ered legged  ancestor,  and  we  believe  it  to  be 
the  Rhode  Island  Red,  as  some  of  that  breed 
come  with  feathers  on  their  legs. — Ed.] 


Good  LayinK. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  five  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  six  Light  Brahmas.  During  the  month 
of  March  I  got  exactly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
eggs.  Two  pullets  had  kerosene  put  under 
their  wings  which  stopped  their  laying  for 
about  two  and  a  half  weeks.  Another  met  with 
an  accident  which  lore  the  skin  for  about  four 
inches  over  each  hip.  She  laid  perhaps  every 
fourth  day.  Another  hen  was  too  fat,  and  laid 
about  every  third  day.  All  things  considered, 
don't  you  think  my  pullets  did  well? 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mrs.  C.  R.  H, 

[Yes.— Ed.] 


50  PER  CENT.  SAVED 


You  can  save  nearly  50 
per  cent,  of  both  feed  and 
fuel  hy  usingf  the 

GRANITE  STATE 

FEED 
COOKER 


...AND... 


WATER 
HEATER 


Only  36  inches  high.    Weight,  only  1  SO  lbs. 


The  lightest  and  most  convenient 

FARM  BOILER  ISS!— - 

Th<'  IXniln-  is  iiKulo  of  jjalvanizcil  steel,  a  slioct 
■mill  III  I  "  III  i;  't  lust  or  corrode,  nor  requilo  jiaintiiig. 
Jt  i<intiii~li.  !  «  iili  four  iron  drop  handles  for  conveiii- 
eiur  ML  lull  I,-   u  furnace,  and  a  tight-fitting  galvan- 
ized Sl.'.l  1  nV.  1. 


I  Guaranteed  just  as  represented  I 
I  in  the  illustration  or  money  will  | 
■  be  refunded.  Hundreds  sold.  No  " 


^complaints. 


— i 


AGENTS  WANTED. 


"  BY  COOKING  YOU  DOUBLE  THE  BULK  AND  VALUE  OF  THE  FOOD." 


ONE  DOLLAR 


SENT 
TO-DAY 


WILL  GIVE  YOU  THE  IMMEDIATE 
USE  OF  A  GRAIIITE  STATE  COOKER. 


HOW  TO  ORDER: 


Send  $l.no,  statinK 
whetlier  you  wish  a 
2.J  jrallon  or  50  gal- 

u  ii  'i  hv  tViMudit  II  I  JiiAMTi:  State 

I'   I   Il  l  mill   uiiii  iiilrd  to  be 

-I  I  ii  - 1  -  I  1  .11 M 1  1 1 1  .[i  Null  can  pay 
ml        II  .HI-,.,, Ml, II  ,-  ,,i,|,T,.,l,  at 

mil.    Tliis  M  iy  |.,u  I   iiiiul.- 

, iducing ovir  ^'m ,i u  in',,  \        i, ,u  i, - 

e  BEST  COOK  1  . 1;  i  \- 1  i:  m  \  i  i|.; 


Ion  tiiiiliT,  and  we  v 
CoOKKU  made  afl,  i 
nianutai  ture<i  fioni 

tlie  rest,  ilL'  if 
tlie  r III,  (,l  ,i   '  - 
fiU-  lie  -iil- 
.shi).  ^  

for        Uliiii  ;  .  .  Ill  -  a  ,l.i.\  !    I  In  aiToiiiil  1,1  till-  1 1  Ii,  I  il  -,il.  I , 

yu  are  to  fnrinsli  us  with  t  In- i,  ^-l  t  ,\ , ,  i ,  u\ ,,  ,  iiii,  ,  i  -  a-, 

references.    Ask  any  bank  ,i  I  „  ,iii  ii  -  ,  ,i  ,\  1 1 1  ,■  I. ,  1 1  m-  [,m  1 ,1 1  ~1 r 

of  this  paper.    Circularsaiel  vain, ,1,1,-  l.,„ik,  "i-  vi.s,,  la„,o 

FOit  Stock,"  absolutely  FKlfiJi.  Wlien  you  write  nieidion 
this  paper. 


I  Gri, 

Z       <  ■  I 

I  er  1 

I  lie,  , 

i  w^'i. 

j  Wilt'' 

i 


II  -  I;i;ti>i;k,  Conn.  *^ 
1  ^ap,„a<„rCo.  I 

-  I  h.'  all-Hal.  Cook-  s 
'III  V ,11  w as  received  i 
I  II  ,  I  It  on  the  4th  | 
'a  ,  and  scalded  one  | 
liad  plenty  of  ! 
 mend  the  j 


laii  size  for  farmers' 


i  I  can  heat  50  R.allons  of  I 
»  water  in  .'!(>  iiiiniitt'S  from  ! 
i  the  time  I  start  the  Are  in  f 
'  the  1  Mrnacc;  jl  i-  ihe  hest  boil-  I 
i  '  I  I  liai,-  la,  I  M  ,  I,  f,,r  heating  f 
I  r  or  cookin;,'  feed  for  hogs  and  I 
;  (loultry.  Yours  very  trulv,  i 
CHARLES  H.  HARTWELL.  ^ 


fiRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO,, 


No.  504  Temple  Court, 


NEW  YORK  CITY. 


6  FIRST  PREM 

Used  l)V  llie  U.  S.  (Toverniiiont,  on  Ihr  A^M  icnltural  K\|HTinn.'nlal 
Farm,  Wasliintrlon,  l>.  C. 
Atlliehile  Mid-Continental  Poullry  Show,  Kansas  City,  Mo ^  the 

Prairie  State 

was  awardcii  lirst.  second,  and  t.hir(i  on  Incubators;  and  first,  sec- 
ond, and  tliird  on  Broodc-rs. 
Address  us  for  IfJO  page  litliograplicd  catalogue. 


Tndorsod  hy  M.  K.  Boyer,  euilor  F;n  iii-Pnnltry. 


ALI.   MACHINES  WAKKANTEn. 


Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Breck  &  Sons, 


']'hi-\  ,irr  \i*u  I'jigland  sellinij  a^t^its,  hliow  a  full  line 
MfDir  i-i:iiric- ^tate  INCUBATORS  and  BROOD- 
:iiid   will   mail  catalogue  FREE  and  (|uole 


KIRBY&SMITH'S 

East  Chatham,  N.  Y. 


LANGSHANS 


Imporifd  by  us  dii  cct  from  Hie  I.jiTiKslian  I>i>.t  ri<-t.  (  liin.t,  were  accepted  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment as  the 


CORRECT  TYPICAL  STRAIN." 


OurLangshans  stand  preeminent  as  the  fotindalion  stock  of  aliont  all  tlie  noted  yards  of  Langrslmns  in 
America  to-dav,  442  lirsl  and  secon<l  prizes,  ^rold  and  silver  medals,  cnps  and  specials  awarded  ns. 
Write  for  illnstraled  is;i7  c.alaloyue.  

CHAS.  F.  NEWMAN, 

RossviUe  P.  O.,       Huffueiiot,  Statoii  Island,  New  York. 

Stock  and  Eggs 

of  mv  ahvavs  j^ri/c  wiiinin:.-  Imperial  Tekin  Packs  and  To\lIonse<le^se, 
ni'k  ,       l;la,  k  I.:uTL-.liaii~.  Li^-lil  Brahmas,  While  Wvandoltcs,  White 

iniiii,  a  I  , ,«  I.  i;.in  ,  ,|  :ni.l  \\  liii,'  I'l.  Kocks,  S.  C.  White  and  firowu  Leghorns, 
Whit,'  Hiillainl  Turkeys  and  Til  (James. 
Sentl  slami>  tor  circular  and  answer. 


Fowl  Hits. 


The  Mississippi  Hen. 

In  a  Mississippi  lowland. 

Far  from  busy  Iiaunls  of  luen, 
On  a  west  Itoliiinl  a  barnyard 

Sat  a  aiississiiipi  ben. 

Hidden  snugly  in  a  llilcker, 

Slie  bad  done  ber  level  best 
To  warm  to  life  a  lot  of  tilings 

Slie'd  gathered  iu  that  nest. 

Five  round  stones,  a  piece  of  corncob, 

lirokeu  door  kuob,  wooden  stick. 
One  small  lump  of  hardened  putty, 

And  a  fragment  of  a  brick. 

On  all  these  for  weeks  sbe'd  brooded. 

In  the  sunshine  and  the  rain, 
And  bad  warned  otf  all  intruders 

In  a  manner  most  lirofauc. 

With  a  grim  determination 

She  would  ultimately  hatch 
From  the  aggregation  sometlung 

Not  a  hen  on  earth  could  match. 

But  one  day  the  mighty  river 

Burst  its  bounds.  In  terror  then 
Fled  the  dwellers  in  the  lowlands. 

All  absconded— save  the  hen. 

Creeping  swiftly  came  the  waters, 
Naught  their  onward  course  could  lialk  ; 

Round  the  gvim  old  ben  they  gathered. 
She  defied  them  with  a  sq\iawk. 

Dauntless  hen !   She  met  the  onset 

With  a  scream  of  fierce  rtsliglit. 
Pecked,  and  snarled,  and  swore,  and  scullled. 

Screeched  and  scratched  with  all  lu'r  niiglil. 

Then  the  swiftly  rushing  torrent 
Swept  lier,  squawking  from  her  nest. 

And  in  the  darkened  west  the  sun 
Sank  gloomily  to  rest. 

But  the  river  hasn't  conquered ; 

Roosting  iu  a  tree.  That  hen 
High  above  her  nest  wails  grimly 

For  the  flood  to  fall  again. 

When  she'll  simply  take  her  station 
On  those  stones  and  sticks  once  more, 

And  will  halch  out,  if  it's  possible, 
A  big  department  store. 

— Chicago  Tribune. 


Mean  Trick  on  a  Hen. 
It  i.s  by  the  uid  of  the  marvellous  X-ray,  at 
which  no  one  longer  marvels,  that  the  poultry- 
man  on  a  large  scale  is  eiialiled  to  ascertain 
unerringly  the  productive  capacity  of  his 
fowls.  It  was  Rudolph  Spreckels  of  California, 
son  of  the  sugar  king,  to  whom  this  novel  idea 
must  be  credited.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  vast 
poultry  farm,  on  which  ten  thousand  gandy 
chickens  and  cackling  hens  scratch  and  seek 
the  early  worm.  The  hen  that  does  not  lay 
eggs  does  not  perpetuate  her  species,  hence 
she  is  not  commercially  valuable,  being  fit  only 
for  the  pot  or  the  broiler,  and  that  is  an  end  to 
her  usefulness  and  her  money-making  qualities. 
But  the  hen  that  lays — ;she  is  indeed  a  joy  for 
years. 

On  a  ranch  of  ten  thousand  hens  two  thou- 
sand of  the  birds  may  be  classed  as  of  the  non- 
producing  class.  Hence  it  occurred  to  Mr. 
Spreckels  that  if  the  drones  were  eliminated 
from  his  flock  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  whole  would  be  materially  reduced.  A 
nest  to  nest  surveillance  was  impossible.  The 
unprofitable  hen  might  live  iu  idleness  and 
luxury  undetected  for  an  indefinite  period. 
Mr.  Spreckels  had  read  of  the  location  of 
vagrant  bullets,  stray  buttons  and  elusive  fish 
bones  in  the  human  frame  by  means  of  the 
radiograph.  Why  not  cause  the  hen  to  give 
up  its  secrets?  Two  experts  in  the  use  of  the 
Koentgen  rays  were  called  in.  They  stated 
that  they  believed  they  would  be  able  to 
difl'ercntiate  the  layers  from  the  non-layers. 
By  way  of  experiment  a  half  dozen  chickens 
were  selected  from  the  ranch  and  placed  before 
a  fluoroescent  screen.  Of  the.se  the  first  four 
were  found  to  contain  eggs.  The  other  two 
appeared  to  be  barren.  The  proof  of  the  find- 
ing was  in  the  killing  of  the  hens.  The  X-rays 
had  revealed  truly.  The  next  day  hens  of 
known  reputation  —  both  good  and  bad  — 
were  selected,  and  the  results  shown  by  the 
radiographs  were  verified  by  post-moitem 
examination. 

As  a  result,  an  X-ray  plant  was  estaldished 
at  the  Spreckels  ranch,  and  the  work  of 
examining  the  ten  thousand  hens  was  com- 
menced. About  thirty  hens  each  hour  can  be 
submitted  to  this  rigid  examination.  There 
has  been  a  glut  in  the  dressed  poultry  market 
of  San  Francisco  in  consequence  of  the 
untimely  end  of  such  hens  as  were  found  not 
to  be  earning  their  oats.—  New  York  Journal. 


AEMSTEOKG  4  McKEL-ST 

PittsburL'h. 
BEYMEK-BAtJMAN 

I'ittsburErh. 
DAVIS- CHAMBERo 

Pittsburgh. 

FAHNESTOOK 

Pittsburerh. 

ANCHOE  1 

>  Ciucinnati. 
ECKSTEIN  ) 


ATLANTIC 

BKADLEY 

BROOKLYN 

JEWETT 

tTLSTER 

UNION 

SOirrHERN 

8HIFMAN 

COLLIER 

mSSOHRI 

RED  SEAL 

SOUTHERN 


■  Chicapo. 


JOHN  T.  LEWIS  &  BROS  CO 

Philaili-lphia. 

MOBLEY 

Cleveland. 

SALEM 

Salem,  Mass. 

CORNELL 

Buffalo. 

KENTUCKY 

Louisville. 


pLEASE  bear  in  mind  the  fact 
that  the  "  best,"  or  the 
"  standard,"  in  all  lines  com- 
mands a  fair  price.  See  list  of 
the  brands  of  Pure  White  Lead 
which  are  the  standard.  They 
are  the  best.  Avoid  those  brands 
said  to  be  ''just  as  good,"  offered 
for  "  less  money,"  and  of  ''  so 
called  White  Lead." 

rjrjr^C  using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Pure  White  Lead  Tinting- Col- 
f^J\£jfj  ors,  any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.  Pamphlet  giving 
^'-^ '-^  valuable  information  and  card  showing- samples  of  colors  free  i 
also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different  designs  painted  in 
various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those 
intending  to  paint. 


Ahitional  Lead  Co.,  i  Broadway,  Nciu  York. 

PEEP-O'-DAY  INCUBATORS 


AND  BROODERS. 


Peop-o'-Day  Fountain  is  the  only  practical  one^3  sizes. 
Our  Folding  Coop  cares  for  your  chicks  after  they  leave 
the  brooder. 

We  sell  Ilrooder  parts,  Stoves,  Thermometers,  Efcg- 
tesiers,  etc.  - 

The  best  Egg-tester  made  only  2oc.  prepaid.  Illustrated 
catalogue  fi-ee. 

E.  r.  HODGSON, 
Dover,  Mass. 


20  used  by  editor  of  this  paper. 


Lynnhurst  Poultry  Yards 


GLASSBORO,  N.  J. 


Iniliiirtcr>;  .Tiid  liiepdfrs  ot  UP  TO  DATE  Riift',  P;iilrid;:e,  Wliile  an.l  Tiliick  r™-liins,  supcih>r  in  size, 
sli:i|. .•..•(, I.. r  Mil. 1  IVMlliiTin- Willi  ail  UNKOllAIjUl)  slimv  i  ri-..nl.  Our  Hnir,  W  liili'  aii<l  niac-k  r.M-liiiisaud 
Willie.  I'.la.-k  .-11111  l.iMV  ,l:iliuiiis<-  naiilalii?  are  UNKXCKI.LKI)  in  all  llial  l■.lll^l  itiite-;  a  J'UHFKCT  Han- 
laiii.  W'l'  have  wmi  llie  pasl  two  years  over  6110  prizes  al  l!c.s|,,n.  New  York,  Wasliiii^'tiiri,  and  .illi.  r  leading 
shows.   A  tew  very  elioiee  iowls  for  sale.   Ef^KS      and  S5  per  1:1.  Sena  stanij)  for  nralcst  illusli  aled  (  atal.otit. 


HATCH  CHICKENS 


Batcher  nuide. 

CEO.  H 


EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR, 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-regulating. 
rhou9aD<l3  ia   successful  oper- 
ation.    Guaranteed  to  batch  a 
larger    percentage  of  fertile  eggs, 
cost,  tbau  any  other  Hatcher. 


WriH  THE 


WOODEN  HEN 


Mo^t  efficient  small  incubator  ever 
invented.   Perfect  in  every  detail. 
Just  the  thini;  for  poultrv  raising 
ou  a  small  scale,  28  ecg  capacity.    Catalopuo  free. 
STAHL,  Pateutec  and  SolcManufaolareri,  1  I 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCE. 
Galvanized  Wire  Nettings  ! 

PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG : 

Mesh,        Wire,  13         18        34        30        30         48         60  73  inch. 

2  inch.  No.  19,  for  fowls, $  .65  $1.00  $1.25  $1.65  $1.0O  $2.50  $3.15  $3.75 
1  inch.   No.20,  for  thicUs,  1.50   2.25   3.00   3.75   4.50    6.00    7.50  9.00 

Discount  for  a  rolls  or  over,  10  per  cent.   7-8  inch  galvanized  Staples  S  cents  per  pound. 
Write  for  fi-eijilit  tillowiiiice  on  five  or  more  rolls,  and  our  I'riee  List  of  other  .styles  Wire  Fencing, 
Western  sliipnieiits  miule  from  Cbicago  xvithout  freight  aUoioance. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 

WHITE 


LEGHORNS 


Rmemca's  Business 

AekuowlidRed  evervwhere  tlie  world's  greatest  laying  strain  of  Single  Comb  White  Legliorns,  .ind  also 
nnsnr|i.isseit  fur  st\ le,  heautv.  and  general  trne  characteristics  of  the  breed.  The  largest  plant  in  America 
dcvoti'd  i  xeln^ivel  v  to  this  breed.  1  am  now  oft'ering  eggs  from  the  choicest  matings,  selected  with  great  care 
from  over ''iKKi  of  n'lv  best  bred  birds,  and  at  prices  tliat  are  very  low,  quality  of  stock  con,sidered.  Eggs  for 
  '        ■•■    •    ted  and  de 


batching,  $2  per  10;  S3.7.3  per  30;  S.5  per  4." 


;  SIO  perdOO.   Large  illustrateti  anti  descriptive  circular  free. 

C.  H.  WYCKOFF,  Tompkins  Co.,  Grotoii,  N.  T. 


WE HAVENO  AGENTS 


I!o.37^.  Surrey  Harness— Price  JJS.OO. 

Aa  good  aa  sells  for  $22.00. 


but  have  sold  direct  to  the 
consumer  for  '2A  years,  at 
wholesale  price.s,  saving 
them  the  dealers'  pro- 
flts.  Ship  anywhere 
for  examination  be- 
fore sale.  Every- 
thing warranted. 
100  styles  of  Car- 
riages, 90  styles  of  Har- 
ness. TopBuKgiesaslow 
as  $;i5.   Phaetons  as  low 
as  ^>>.     Spring  Wagons, 
Koad  Wagons,  etc.  Send 
for  large,  free  Catalogue. 


MINORCAS. 

BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

At  Utica,  N.  Y.,  in  strong  competition,  my  birds 
won  four  first,  five  second,  three  third,  five  fourth 
prizes.                               J.  W.  UOUI>, 
 Turin,  N.  Y. 

i  blooD 

o 

g  "^^ILL  probably  be  beneficial  to 


your  flock  provided  you  get 
the  right  kind,  ^^'-v^^t/in^^^ten 
An  infusion  of  it  via  a  few  settings 
of  our  eggs  will  be  your  cheapest 
and  best  method  to  get  it. 

WE  ARE  SELLING 


^XTj  rjy^  t/y-i 


iiiiillliilliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiL: 


id 


GG^  THAT  HATCH"! 

nillllllllBlllllllllllllMIMIIIIIinillllllllllllllltlllllllll^ 

§  FROiH  GRANDLV.MATED  PENS  OF 


Barred  and  White  Rocks, 

S.  L.  and  White  Wyandottes, 

S.  C.  Black  Minorcas, 

Mammoth  Light  Brahmas, 

S.  C.  White  and  Brown  Leg= 

horns, and  Cornish  Indian  Games 

They  are  only  ^1.50  per  13,  but 
don't  take  that  as  a  criterion  of  their 
real  value.  Write  for  ne^v  Cata- 
logue and  learn  why  the  price  is  so 
low. 

J.  .V.  Jvirv:v, 

Box  10.  SPRINGFIELD.O. 
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ECGS  FOR  SALE. 

From  tlie  following  breeds:    Light  Hi  ahnia>  ;  Hud, 

Yv'hite  anil  llari  ed  I'lvini.utli  l{o<-ks;  \\  liite  W  U  rs; 

IJiilf.  While,  tioldru.  and  ,~ilver  M  vandnlles;  J!riiwn 
and  Uiill  LrL'liiinis;  White  I.aiigsliaii.s;  Black  Minor- 
ca^, ami  Silver  Spaiiirled  llainliurgs.  Tl.c  fowl  have 
laken  Hi.un  iireiuiiiiii-i,  and  ai  !■  frimi  -eii<Mif  tl:e  best 

piiilllrv  v.'irds  in  the  c  ul  i  \  .     All  (■l',!:^  si  pi  r  lilting,  ' 

exeerit"  \Vliite  Wonders.  SI..-III  (|;;   ,■-,;;>).    (.111  d  batch 
guaranteed.    Orders  and  e.ln■e^pl.ndenl■e  \ireniplly 
attended  to.  T.  H.  CAMl'l'.El.L, 
  Box  jai.  KllSAVorlh,  Me. 

16  oz.  to  1  lb. 

U.  S.  Standarii 

Hundreds  of  Specialties 
SeHiii^  .lliu'liiiies,  Bicvfli' 
r;u  ri;i^'cs,  (':irts,  MuC'L-'ic 


II  ^I.iui'n 


Gohl,  Silver  or  Currency  buys  the 
best  ScaU's  nijuit' at  Ictwest  prici-H, 
't  be  liliiiibllK^ed  liy  Aireiitsuf 
list,  liny  of  llie  illiiinir:irliirers. 
at  less  than  wholesale  prices,  viz : 
0r2^:iiis,    Piitnos^      ViAvv  Mills, 
lliiriifss^  Safes,        Itoiie  [llill-.. 
Triicbs,     Anvils,     H:i)  CiHler^. 
Stoves,  Drills, 
Forires,  \.:a\u-. 


F.nir 


lools. 


WWi-  Ke 


M..vk.  i:i(M;itor.  It;til rtiuil,  I'l^.ltnim  iin<l  l  oiinler  MAI.KS. 
Si-iiil  forl  i  i  f  r;il;iii>i:iie  ;inil  st-e  lnnv  lo  S;i>e  .llidie). 
151  6.  JeSsrson  St.  CHICAGO  SCALE  CO..  Chicago,  IU. 

THE  IMPROVED 

ON  A  RCH 


Won  two  first  prciiiiiiMis  ;it  tlie  t-'ical  Inciihiilor  con- 
test ;tl  .M:i(Ummi  .Siiii;n-i'  (.;ir'li*ii.  Kchrunrv,  ]8H'2.  First 
of  S--'"mii  irold  lor  Die  .-niil  l)c^t  lialcli,  and  1st 

of  S"-'o  in         for         inarliinf  in  sliow. 
More  than  1800  Chicks,   lUu  k?  aii<l  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  ^Veeks. 

This  niiicliine has  the  most  perfi  cl  lU^i'littor  ever 
invented.  Tlionsands  in  ^-nct'essful  i  •[  ci  alion  in  this 
country, Canada  and  in  Knrojif.  'llicy  are  giving 
universal  satisfaction  everv^vhero.  First  ri-tniiiilii 
at  40  con^erntive  shows.  "Nearly  all  large  andi 
snccessf  111  poiilirvgro\V(,'rs  n?e  Mon'archs.  Some  firms- 
are  nsiii-  fr.ini  i_-iVlileen  to  twenty  (jOO-egg  machines."'" 
Send  2cent  sianij)  for  new  illnstrated  circnlar. 

JAMES  RANKIN,  So.  Easton.Mase* 


Sciontilu'alU'  mated,  and  bred  for  e^r.i^  iiroduclion. 
Bred  Iiy  ^iii^de  niafin;:  syslcni,  an'i  their  health  not 
undermined  liy  iiih reeding'.  Heallii,  Vigor  and 
EggF,"  is  my  motto.    C'atalo^^iie  free. 


A.  W.  McCALLUM, 

 Sililpy,  Iowa. 


No.  6(16.  Surri-y— Price  withe 
shade,  aproo  aad  teDdera,  (tiu.  As  good  a 


lamps,  sua* 
sells  for  tUO. 


ELKHART  OAUUIAeE  AKD  harness  UFti.  CO.,  W.  B.  PUATT.  Sec'y,  ELKHART.  IKD. 


m%  FOR  HUTCHING. 

S2  per  from  t)est  yai'ds.  Pure  lucd  fowls  mated 
for  practical  lun-pMscs.  SI  iier  l.'i;  $i;  ju-r  HiO.  Barred 
and  Wliile  IM\iiionili  ILm-K^.s.  ( r.iowii  .■ind  \Vlute 
l.cghorns.  Sil\er  W  v:i  i  idol  I  ( ;iiid  I'ekiii  Ducks.  At 
recent  lUiea,  N.  V..  sliow.nn  hird.-^  wou -'rj  regular 
pr^iuiums,  and  r»!t  entries.   Mm-k  for  sale. 

E.  C.  POKTEK,  ChadwickB,  N,  Y. 


